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Stephanie LaFranchi holds her dog while examining the remains of her husband’s family home in Calistoga, Calif., on Monday. 

Calif, crews race to contain blazes 


By Stefanie Dazio 
AND Brian Melley 

Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES — Crews fought 
Tuesday to drown, slash and 
smother wildfires that have incin¬ 
erated dozens of homes in North¬ 
ern and Southern California before 
returning windstorms can blow 
them back into furious life. 

In California’s wine country, 
firefighters worked to reinforce 
fire lines in western Sonoma Coun¬ 
ty while rushing to shore up the 
eastern side that could be the new 
focus as winds switched direction. 

“We’re playing both offense and 
defense right now on two different 
sides of the fire,” said Jonathan 
Cox of the California Department 
of Forestry and Fire Protection. 



Ringo H.W. Chiu/AP 


Los Angeles County Firefighter Collin Bashara rests outside 
his fire truck in Los Angeles on Monday. 


Bulldoz¬ 
ers carved 
firebreaks, 
hand crews 
attacked 
hot spots 
with hoses 
and shovels, 
and aircraft 
painted hill¬ 
sides with fire 
retardant. 

The fire that began last week 
near the town of Geyserville had 
destroyed 57 homes and damaged 
another dozen, with 90,000 homes 
and other buildings considered 
threatened. About 156,000 people 
were under mandatory evacuation 
orders. 

SEE BLAZES ON PAGE 10 


■ Nearly 
500 Guard 
members 
activated 
for fires 
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IMPEACHMENT 


Army officer 
says he raised 
concerns over 
Ukraine call 



By Lisa Mascaro, 

Mary Clare Jalonick 
AND Colleen Long 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — An Army 
officer at the National Security 
Council who twice raised con¬ 
cerns over the Trump adminis¬ 
tration’s push to have Ukraine 
investigate Democrats and Joe 
Biden, testified behind closed 
doors against White House orders 
Tuesday 
in the im- | 
peachment 
inquiry. 

Alexander 
Vindman, 
a lieuten- 1 
ant colonel 
who served 
in Iraq and 
later as 
diplomat, 
told House 
investigators that he listened to 
President Donald Trump’s July 
25 call with new Ukraine Presi¬ 
dent Volodymyr Zelenskiy and re¬ 
ported his concerns to the NSC’s 
lead counsel, according to an ad¬ 
vance copy of his testimony. 

His arrival in military blue, 
with medals, created a striking 
image as he entered the Capitol 
and made his way to the secure 
briefing room. 

“I was concerned by the call,” 
Vindman was saying, according 
to the testimony obtained Monday 
night by The Associated Press. “I 
did not think it was proper to de¬ 
mand that a foreign government 
investigate a US. citizen, and I 
was worried about the implica¬ 
tions for the US. government’s 
support of Ukraine.” 

Vindman, a 20-year military 
officer, was the first official who 
listened in on that phone call to 
testify as the impeachment inqui¬ 
ry reaches deeper into the Trump 
administration and Democrats 
SEE CALL ON PAGE 8 
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Military buys more 
F-35s as readiness 
goals go unreached 



Alexander Cook/U.S. Air Force 


An F-35A Lightning II flies during the Oregon International Airshow on Sept. 22 in McMinnville. The 
Pentagon agreed to buy hundreds more of the aircraft Tuesday for U.S. services and partner nations. 


By Corey Dickstein 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — The Pen¬ 
tagon has agreed to purchase 
hundreds more F-35 Lightning II 
aircraft from Lockheed Martin 
for the Air Force, Navy, Marine 
Corps and international part¬ 
ner nations even as a shortage of 
spare parts has kept the costly 
fighter jets from achieving com¬ 
bat readiness goals. 

Top Pentagon officials an¬ 
nounced Tuesday that the mili¬ 
tary would buy another 478 F-35 
Joint Strike Fighters in a $34 bil¬ 
lion deal that will reduce the av- 


Correction 

An article in Monday’s 
edition of Stars and Stripes 
included incorrect informa¬ 
tion about results from the 
Marine Corps Marathon. 

The women’s title went to 
Brittany Charboneau, 31, of 
Golden, Colo., with a time of 
2 hours, 44 minutes and 47 
seconds. The runner-up was 
Margarita Quintero, 29, of 
Jalisco, Mexico, less than 4 
minutes behind. Selvi Rgja- 
gopal of Columbia, Md., was 
third with 2:50:42. 


erage cost of the aircraft about 
12.7% in three installments of 
aircraft deliveries. The purchase 
announced is the biggest yet for 
the F-35 program, the Pentagon’s 
most expensive-ever weapons 
program that has faced criticism 
for years over delays, cost over¬ 
runs and problems that have 
grounded jets delivered to the 
military. 

“I have full faith and confidence 
in the F-35 program and our abil¬ 
ity to deliver F-35 combat capa¬ 
bility anywhere in the world,” 
Ellen Lord, the Pentagon’s top ac¬ 
quisition official, told reporters at 
the Pentagon. “Make no mistake, 
the F-35 is the world’s most ad¬ 
vanced, lethal and interoperable 
aircraft ever developed.” 

The new contract covers three 
upcoming batches — called lots 
— of aircraft to be delivered to 
the U.S. and partner militaries. 
The first batch will include 149 
jets, the second 160 and the third 
169 fighters. 

But the F-35 program has con¬ 
tinued to face problems, including 
its failure this year to reach the 
goal set last year by then-Defense 
Secretary Jim Mattis for all vari¬ 
ants of the U.S. fighter aircraft 
to achieve 80 percent of aircraft 
available to fly combat missions 
at any given time. In September, 
U.S. F-35s reached a 73% mission- 
capable rate, up from about 55% 
one year earlier, said Air Force 


Lt. Gen. Eric T. Fick, the chief of 
the Pentagon’s F-35 program. 

“We have definitely moved and 
continue to move the needle,” he 
said. 

The problems hindering the 
F-35 program from reaching 
those combat readiness goals 
lie primarily with a shortage of 
spare parts, Fick said, especially 
in three areas — issues with a 
shortage of replacements for the 
stealth coating on the jets’ cano¬ 
pies, engine fuel hydraulic tubes 
and wing-tip light lenses. 

The Government Accountabili¬ 
ty Office warned in April that the 
Pentagon was removing spare 
parts from some of its existing 
planes to keep others flying. Lord 
said the military was improv¬ 
ing and working with Lockheed 
Martin to increase the number 
of spare parts available, which 


has helped to increase the combat 
readiness numbers. 

“We believe we are making 
very good progress and moving 
forward,” Lord said. 

The cost of the F-35A—the tra¬ 
ditional take-off and land variant 
of the Joint Strike Fighter flown 
by the Air Force and internation¬ 
al partners including Israel, Italy 
and the United Kingdom — will 
fall below $80 million per aircraft 
for the first time in the new con¬ 
tract’s final batch. The aircraft is 
also built in two other variants: 
the F-35B, which can take off on a 
short runway and land vertically 
like a helicopter and is flown by 
the Marine Corps, and the F-35C, 
flown by the U.S. Navy and de¬ 
signed to be used from aircraft 
carriers. The Marine version is 
the most expensive and will fall 
to just more than $101 million per 


plane by the final lot announced 
Tuesday. The Navy’s version will 
cost almost $94.5 million per 
plane by that final batch, the Pen¬ 
tagon said. 

Lockheed Martin began pro¬ 
duction of the F-35 in 2006, and is 
expected to produce some 2,456 
fighter jets for the U.S. military in 
a program expected to cost more 
than $400 billion. 

The F-35 was first used in 
combat in September 2018, when 
Marine pilots engaged targets in 
Afghanistan. The Air Force has 
also used its version in combat 
more recently in Iraq and Syria. 
Israel was the first to announce 
the use of an F-35 fighter in com¬ 
bat, saying it used its F-35As for 
a pair of strikes in Syria in May 
2018. 


dicksteTn.corey@stripes.com 

Twitter: @CDicksteinDC 


TODAY 

IN STRIPES 

American Roundup.17 

Business.21 

Ciassified.19, 23 

Comics.22 

Crossword.22 

Faces.18 

Opinion.20 

Sports.25-32 

Weather.21 


starsio^stri pes 


However you read us, 
wherever you need us. 


Mobile • Online • Print 


EUROPE 

KRISTI KIMMEL | CustomerService@stripes.c( 


MIDDLE EAST 

KRISTI KIMMEL | CustomerService@stripes.c( 


ADVERTISING 


+49 (0)0631.3615.9111 
DSN: 314.583.9111 


+49 (0)0631.3615.9111 
DSN: 314.583.9111 


PACIFIC 

ICHIRO 


ADVERTISING 


KATAYANAGI | CustomerHelp@Stripes.com | +81(3)6385.3267 DSN 315.229.3267 



AIR FORCE INNS 


'y //// 
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OSAN AIR BASE, KOREA 

Do you have friends & family visiting soon? Or do you just need a time out? Make reservations at the 
most comfortable and affordable place in town. Room rate from $70.00 to $83.00 per night. 

"'V Space Available reservations can be made for up to 120 day in advance. 

Turumi Lodge operation 24 hours, 7days a week. 

DSN: 315-784-1844 Comm: 82-31 -661 -1844 
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Air Force defines criteria 
for new drone pilot medal 


By Jennifer H. Svan 
Stars and Stripes 

A new Air Force campaign 
medal will recognize drone op¬ 
erators and other airmen who 
directly supported a combat op¬ 
eration from a remote location. 

The Remote Combat Effects 
Campaign medal is part of an ef¬ 
fort to better recognize the com¬ 
bat contributions of airmen who 
are not deployed, the Air Force 
said in a statement announcing 
the award’s criteria Monday. 

Former Air Force Secretary 
Heather Wilson established the 
decoration earlier this year. 

Airmen serving in the follow¬ 
ing career fields are eligible for 
the award: remotely piloted air¬ 
craft; cyber; space or intelligence; 
surveillance and reconnaissance. 
Airmen from other career fields 
may be considered for the medal 
on a case-by-case basis, service 
officials said. 


To be eligible, an airman’s con¬ 
tributions must have occurred 
on or after Sept. 11, 2001, while 
assigned or attached to a unit di¬ 
rectly in support of a Pentagon 
combat operation, the criteria 
states. 

An airman must have “person¬ 
ally provided” hands-on employ¬ 
ment of a weapon system that has 
a direct and immediate effect on 
combat operations, the Air Force 
said. The airman also cannot have 
been physically exposed to hostile 
actions or at risk of exposure to 
hostile action, though that could 
qualify them for other awards. 

Qualifying combat operations 
involve several in the Middle East 
and elsewhere in Asia: Enduring 
Freedom, Iraqi Freedom, New 
Dawn, Nomad Shadow, Freedom’s 
Sentinel, Inherent Resolve, Odys¬ 
sey Lightning and Pacific Eagle 
— Philippines. 

The Pentagon for years has 
grappled with how to recognize 


the contributions of service mem¬ 
bers who influence a military op¬ 
eration thousands of miles away 
from the front lines. 

Drone pilots have played a 
central role in U.S. efforts tar¬ 
geting extremists, often putting 
in long hours. The Air Force has 
struggled to retain drone pilots, 
with some developing symptoms 
of post-traumatic stress disorder, 
studies have shown. 

A Pentagon effort in 2013 to 
recognize “extraordinary ac¬ 
tions” of drone pilots and other 
off-site troops performing note¬ 
worthy deeds far away from the 
battlefield was scrapped due to 
criticism. Veterans groups ob¬ 
jected because the medal would 
have outranked some awards for 
troops serving in harm’s way, 
such as the Purple Heart and the 
Bronze Star with Valor. 

The new medal is worn lower 
— above the Air and Space 
Campaign Medal and below the 



Sahara Fales/U.S. Air Force 

The Air Force’s new Remote 
Combat Effects Campaign Medal 
is intended to recognize drone 
pilots and other airmen who 
make contributions to combat 
from a remote location. 

Military Outstanding Volunteer 
Service Medal. 

In 2016, the Pentagon approved 
a new distinguishing device 
that can be affixed to previously 
awarded medals, including one 
for engaging an enemy through 
remote actions. 


svan.jenniferiastri pes.com 
Twitter: @stripesktown 


Police arrest 
4 sailors in 
disturbance 
on Okinawa 

By Matthew M. Burke 

AND AyA IcHIHASHI 

Stars and Stripes 

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa 
— Japanese police have arrested 
four sailors with Naval Special 
Warfare Command visiting from 
Hawaii over the weekend on sus¬ 
picion of causing a drunken dis¬ 
turbance and then fleeing the 
scene. 

Desmond Ruffin, 23; Mark 
Elam, 30; Colter Krebill, 21; 
and Todd Casselman, 23, were 
taken into custody Sunday night 
in Onna village, Okinawa Police 
said in a statement Tuesday. Ruf¬ 
fin is charged with trespassing 
and the others with obstruction of 
performance of public duty. 

The sailors are assigned to a 
special operations unit that’s in 
Okinawa for routine training, said 
Commander Fleet Activities Oki¬ 
nawa spokesman Robert Purdy. 

He declined to provide their 
rank or duty station due to the 
“sensitive nature of their work.” 

“The Navy is cooperating with 
local authorities and their investi¬ 
gation,” he said. 

The incident occurred at ap¬ 
proximately 9 p.m. Sunday when 
police were called to a distur¬ 
bance at a Japanese pub-style 
restaurant, according to the Oki¬ 
nawa Times. Three men — one 
shirtless — entered the restau¬ 
rant to ask directions to a “strip 
bar.” 

The men were loud and report¬ 
edly threw a reservation board, 
prompting the manager to call 
the police, the newspaper said. 
They fled when they heard sirens, 
according to the report. 

Ishikawa Police described the 
men as acting “violently” at the 
restaurant, though no injuries 
were reported, a spokesman said 
Tuesday. It is customary in Japan 
for some government officials to 
speak on condition of anonymity. 

Ruffin was found hiding in the 
yard of a local resident and ar¬ 
rested on a trespassing accusation 
at 9:42 p.m., the Okinawa Police 
said. Elam, Krebill and Cassel¬ 
man were found walking in the 
Fuchaku area of Onna village at 
11:33 p.m., according to police. 

When stopped by police, the 
men started banging on the win¬ 
dows of a police car, according to 
Okinawa Police. Police say Elam 
cracked a cruiser windshield with 
a piece of wood. 

No officers were injured, the 
police statement said. 

The men were being held Tues¬ 
day at Ishikawa Police Station. 
Charges were expected to be re¬ 
ferred to the Naha District Public 
Prosecutors Office. 

“The sailors were drunk but 
they refused to take the Breatha¬ 
lyzer test,” the Ishikawa Police 
spokesman said. “They have re¬ 
mained silent.” 

The Ishikawa Police spokes¬ 
man said they looking in to 
whether Ruffin was with the oth¬ 
ers earlier that evening. 


U.S. Air Force/AP 

The Air Force’s X-37B successfully lands Sunday at NASA’s Kennedy Space Center Shuttle Landing Facility on Merritt Island in Brevard 
County, Fla., following a record-breaking two-year mission. 

Covert Air Force shuttle back on Earth 


By Lynnette Cantos 
Orlando Sentinel 

A United States Air Force space shuttle 
landed at Kennedy Space Center early Sun¬ 
day morning after spending a record-break¬ 
ing 780 days in space. 

The covert orbital test mini-shuttle, named 
X-37B, arrived at the Kennedy Space Center’s 
Shuttle Landing Facility at 3:51 a.m. on Sun¬ 
day after being in orbit for two years since its 


initial launch on Sept. 7, 2017. 

“The safe return of this spacecraft, after 
breaking its own endurance record, is the 
result of the innovative partnership between 
Government and Industry,” said Air Force 
Chief of Staff Gen. David L. Goldfein in a 
news release. “The sky is no longer the limit 
for the Air Force and, if Congress approves, 
the U.S. Space Force.” 

This was the second time the X-37B shuttle 
landed at the Kennedy Space Center, as the 


fourth mission landed after 718 days in orbit 
on May 7, 2017. 

X-37B is the Air Force’s reusable and un¬ 
manned spacecraft that has taken multiple 
classified missions to recover experiments 
and has been tested in a long-duration space 
environment. 

The sixth mission for X-37B is prepared to 
launch from Cape Canaveral Air Force Sta¬ 
tion in Florida for 2020. 
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Despite delays, 
Navy optimistic 
on Ford carriers 



A sign advises park visitors about the insects that live in the United Kingdom’s Thetford Forest, where 
tick-borne encephalitis has been detected. The forest borders U.S. Air Force-operated RAF Lakenheath. 

Tick-borne virus is found for 
1st time in Britain near base 


By Christopher Dennis 

Stars and Stripes 

RAF LAKENHEATH, Eng¬ 
land — Tick-borne encephalitis 
has been detected in a forest next 
to a U.S. Air Force-operated base, 
marking the first time the poten¬ 
tially fatal virus has been found 
in the United Kingdom. 

British health officials said a 
“very small number of ticks” with 
the virus were found at two loca¬ 
tions in England, including Thet¬ 
ford Forest, which lies just across 
from RAF Lakenheath. 

“These are early research 
findings and indicate the need 
for further work, however, the 
risk to the general public is cur¬ 
rently assessed to be very low,” 
said Nick Phin, deputy director of 
Britain’s National Infections Ser¬ 
vice, in a Public Health England 
statement. 

Ticks with the virus were also 
found in New Forest, on the bor¬ 
der between Hampshire and 


Dorset in southern England. A 
European tourist became ill with 
TBE earlier this year after being 
bitten by a tick in New Forest, but 
has since fully recovered. Public 
Health England said. 

Thetford Forest includes a pub¬ 
lic park and about 72 square miles 
of land. Its southwestern edge is 
across the street from RAF Lak¬ 
enheath, which is about 80 miles 
northeast of London and hosts the 
48th Fighter Wing. Thousands of 
Defense Department personnel 
and family members live in the 
area including Lakenheath, RAF 
Mildenhall and other U.S.-oper¬ 
ated properties. 

TBE is endemic to northern 
Europe and parts of Asia. The 
number of infections in Europe 
are rising due to climate change 
and increased use of outdoor rec¬ 
reational areas, English health 
officials said. 

The virus can result in long¬ 
term neurological symptoms, ac¬ 
cording to the European Center 


for Disease Prevention and Con¬ 
trol fact sheet. 

Most people who contract TBE 
will not have any symptoms, 
thought they may have flu-like 
symptoms in some cases, the 
Public Health England statement 
said. The virus can attack the 
central nervous system and be¬ 
come deadly in some cases. 

Lyme disease remains a far 
more prevalent tick-borne health 
risk, English officials said. They 
recommend that hikers walk on 
clearly defined paths and avoid 
brushing against vegetation 
where ticks may be present. 

Those in outdoor recreational 
areas should also cover them¬ 
selves up in light-colored clothes, 
to better spot ticks and reduce di¬ 
rect skin exposure to them. 

English health officials also ad¬ 
vise anyone feeling sick following 
a tick bite to contact a doctor or 
dial 111 for emergency services. 

dennis.christopher@stripes.com 
Twitter: @chrisbdennis 


(Newport News, Va.) Daily Press 

The aircraft carrier Gerald 
R. Ford has passed the halfway 
point of sea trials, running at full 
throttle and tracking simulated 
targets in exercises somewhere 
in the Atlantic. 

The future USS John F. Ken¬ 
nedy hit the water Tuesday off 
Virginia. Newport News Ship¬ 
building began flooding the dry 
dock where the carrier rests, 
bringing the second Ford-class 
ship afloat for the first time. Its 
christening is set for Dec. 7. 

This is all good news to James 
Geurts, the Navy’s acquisition 
chief, who told reporters Mon¬ 
day that he remains upbeat about 
Ford Class carriers despite de¬ 
lays and a history of struggles 
with new technology. 

“There’s lots of things we’re 
going to keep tracking, but 
there’s not anything that’s keep¬ 
ing me up at night,” said Geurts, 
assistant secretary of the Navy 
for research, development and 
acquisition. 

The first-in-class Ford left the 
Newport News shipyard Friday 
after spending 15 months under¬ 
going repairs and upgrades. That 
was three months longer than 
expected, one reason being prob¬ 
lems with its weapons elevators. 
The Navy still hasn’t cracked the 
code, although four of the 11 ele¬ 
vators are certified and progress 
is being reported on others. 

Navy Secretary Richard Spen¬ 
cer has expressed his frustration 
with shipyard senior leaders about 
the elevators, saying the company 
didn’t adequately inform the Navy 
about the problems. 

Geurts, who joined Spencer in 
visiting the Ford on Monday, de¬ 
ferred questions regarding the 
shipyard. He praised the prog¬ 
ress made during the last three 
months as the Ford prepared to 
leave Newport News. 


“While there is some frustra¬ 
tion at our speed to get around 
this problem initially, my focus 
is how do I take the great pride, 
spirit, hunger, teamwork, I saw 
out on that ship — and in the last 
90 days — and make that the way 
we do all business.” 

The Ford is scheduled to be at 
sea until about midweek, Geurts 
said. It will return to Naval Station 
Norfolk and begin a new series of 
workups. The Navy isn’t saying 
when it will be combat-ready, but 
Spencer said Monday it would 
reach that point well before 2024, 
a date floated in a congressional 
hearing last week. 

Geurts pledged to allow jour¬ 
nalists to embark on the Ford 
during future at-sea trips as it 
prepares for its first deployment. 

“I encourage you to talk to sail¬ 
ors up on the deck,” he said. 

Commissioned in 2017, the 
first-in-class Ford is packed with 
new technology. That speaks to 
its potential, and to its struggles. 
Problems have arisen in critical 
systems, including the electro¬ 
magnetic catapults and advanced 
arresting gear, designed to allow 
aircraft to take off and safely land 
on the flight deck. 

Geurts said he feels good about 
both the arresting gear and cata¬ 
pults on Ford. Starting in 2020, 
the ship will start flight opera¬ 
tions, accumulating hundreds of 
launches and landings. 

Meanwhile, the Navy has 
awarded a two-carrier contract 
to HII-Newport News, represent¬ 
ing the third and fourth Ford 
Class ships. The third will be the 
new USS Enterprise. The fourth 
doesn’t yet have a name. 

“Pretty soon you’re going to 
see two Ford Class carriers float¬ 
ing in the water and then in the 
not-too-distant future there will 
be three and then four,” he said. 


Army sex offender argues ban on contact with his kids violated rights 


By Nancy Montgomery 
Stars and Stripes 

A soldier convicted of a sex 
crime involving a child will argue 
in the military’s top court next 
week that a prison policy pre¬ 
venting him from contact with his 
own children violated his rights 
and unduly punished him. 

Lawyers for Chief Warrant Of¬ 
ficer 2 Lament Jessie will on Nov. 
5 tell the Court of Appeals for the 
Armed Forces the policy at the 
Fort Leavenworth, Kan., prison 
violated constitutional protections 
of freedom of association and his 
right not to incriminate himself 


The policy, since changed, pro¬ 
hibited sex offenders who had not 
completed a treatment program 
from all contact with minors, in¬ 
cluding their own. 

To be accepted into the treat¬ 
ment program, offenders were 
required to admit to their crimes. 
Jessie, convicted in 2016 of the 
statutory rape of a close friend’s 
13-year-old daughter, declined to 
do so. 

Jessie is one of two soldiers to 
claim the policy violated consti¬ 
tutional rights in appeals over the 
past year to the Army appellate 
court. The other. Staff Sgt. Mi¬ 


chael J. Guinn, was convicted in 
2017 of sexually abusing a sleep¬ 
ing 6-year-old at his daughter’s 
birthday party. Both men were 
sentenced to four years in prison. 

The Army Court of Criminal 
Appeals narrowly ruled against 
both, saying it had no authority to 
change prison policies, and that 
Fort Leavenworth prisoners may 
file suit on such matters in U.S. 
District Court in Kansas. 

“This absolute and unyielding 
severance in the relationship be¬ 
tween parent and child failed to 
advance any government interest 
and actually resulted in harm to 


the same children it purported to 
protect,” Jessie’s lawyers wrote 
in their brief 

Government prosecutors said 
that however unpleasant, the 
policy did not rise to the level that 
required action by military ap¬ 
pellate courts. 

Maia Christopher, executive 
director of the Association for 
the Treatment of Sexual Abusers, 
said that blanket prison policies 
prohibiting child sex offenders 
from contact with children they 
haven’t abused, although not un¬ 
common, are not helpful. She said 
that denying contact can further 


harm the offender’s family and 
make the offender less amenable 
to treatment, failing in their goal 
of promoting public safety. 

“Decisions in terms of potential 
harm or risks should be done on 
an individual basis, not a blanket 
policy,” she said. 

A year ago, the prison’s policy 
was amended to allow prisoner 
contact with children under cer¬ 
tain conditions and after an in¬ 
dividualized assessment of the 
inmate’s risk, according to court 
documents. 

montgomery.nancy@stripes.com 
Twitter: @montgomerynance 
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WAR ON TERRORISM 

US peace envoy in 
Pakistan for talks on 
ending Afghan War 


By Kathy Gannon 
Associated Press 

ISLAMABAD — A U.S. peace 
envoy remained in Pakistan on 
Tuesday as part of efforts to find 
a negotiated end to Afghanistan’s 
18-year war, even though Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump has not ex¬ 
pressed any interest in resuming 
talks with the Taliban. 

The envoy, Zalmay Khalilzad, 
met with Pakistan’s Prime Min¬ 
ister Imran Khan on Monday and 
was expected to hold talks with 
the country’s powerful military 
chief on Tuesday. 

Officials in Pakistan, where the 
Taliban governing council is be¬ 
lieved to be headquartered, have 
been pushing for a resumption 
of direct U.S.-Taliban talks since 
they collapsed in early Septem¬ 
ber after Trump halted talks with 
the Taliban and canceled what 
had seemed an imminent deal. 
Trump’s move followed a series 
of violent attacks in the Afghan 
capital that killed several people, 
including a U.S. soldier. 

During their meeting Mon¬ 
day, Khan called on all sides in 
Afghanistan’s protracted war to 
“take practical steps for the re¬ 
duction of violence,” according to 
a statement. 

Civilian casualties have been 
rising fast in recent months, ac¬ 
cording to the U.N., which blames 
both insurgents and U.S. and Af¬ 
ghan government security forces. 
So far this year, there have been 
more than 8,000 casualties. 

The Taliban political spokes¬ 
man Suhail Shaheen said last 
week that if the U.S. were to go 
back and sign the nearly immi¬ 
nent deal with the Taliban, there 


would be a cease-fire first with 
U.S. and NATO troops, followed 
by a negotiated cease-fire be¬ 
tween the insurgents and Afghan 
forces. 

“If the U.S. returns to the ne¬ 
gotiating table and signs the 
agreement, then there will be a 
cease-fire and reduction of vio¬ 
lence,” Shaheen said. 

Khalilzad arrived in Pakistan 
from Afghanistan, where he met 
with leaders, including President 
Ashraf Ghani, who has mostly dis¬ 
missed any talks with the Taliban 
not led by the Kabul government. 

But Afghanistan has just come 
out of a presidential election 
marred by allegations of corrup¬ 
tion and fraud. Nearly a month 
since the vote, which appeared 
to have a low turnout, no results 
have been released. Preliminary 
results are now expected on Nov. 
14. 

Ghani and his current partner 
in a so-called unity government, 
Abdullah Abdullah, are the lead¬ 
ing contenders for president. The 
two men jointly lead Afghani¬ 
stan’s unity government, cobbled 
together by the U.S. after the 2014 
presidential elections were so 
deeply flawed that a clear winner 
could not be determined. 

On Tuesday, Ghani’s national 
security adviser Hamdullah 
Mohib, who has a prickly rela¬ 
tionship with the US., told report¬ 
ers in Kabul that the government 
is seeking a month’s cease-fire 
with the Taliban before any nego¬ 
tiations, as well as evidence that 
the Taliban leaders can restrain 
their fighters. The Taliban now 
hold sway over nearly half of 
Afghanistan. 


Afghanistan, Pakistan battle for 
second day on contested border 


Associated Press 

KABUL, Afghanistan — Af¬ 
ghan and Pakistani forces en¬ 
gaged in cross-border clashes for 
a second day, hours after Paki¬ 
stani mortar and rocket fire into 
Afghanistan killed three women 
in eastern Kunar province, Af¬ 
ghan officials said Monday. 

The fighting first broke out 
Sunday afternoon when Afghan 
forces and local militiamen tried 
to stop Pakistani forces from 
allegedly establishing a mili¬ 
tary installation along the dis¬ 
puted border, said Abdul Ghani 
Musamem, spokesman for the 
governor of Kunar. 

He said the shooting lasted over 
three hours and also wounded 
four civilians in the remote Nari 
district, which lies along the bor¬ 
der. He said communication with 
the area was difficult because of 
the isolated location. 


Pakistani forces were again 
firing mortars down on villages 
inside Afghanistan after fighting 
resumed Monday morning, said 
Gen. Mohammad Ayub Hussain- 
khail, an Afghan commander for 
forces on the eastern border. 

“Dozens of local people have 
displaced from the area,” he said, 
adding that reinforcements had 
arrived in the Do Kalam area of 
Nari district. 

The two countries often trade 
accusations that each side is fir¬ 
ing across the border, which runs 
for 1,490 miles, much of it through 
mountainous terrain. 

The Taliban and other militant 
groups operate on both sides of 
the porous line. 

Pakistani troops are currently 
building border fences in re¬ 
sponse to ongoing complaints 
by Afghanistan over cross-bor¬ 
der movement, particularly by 
militants. 


Attention 

Federal Employees 

Open Season is November 11 through December 9, 2019. 
During this time, you can make changes to your medical, 
dental and vision plans 

Blue Cross and Blue Shield will conduct the activities 
indicated below in Asia from November 1 through 
November 8, 2019. During this time, a representative will 
be available to provide information about 2020 rates and 
benefits. Please plan to attend if you are in the area. 


DATE 

FACILITY 

ACTIVITY 

TIME 

Nov1 

U.S. EMBASSY BEIJING, CHINA 




Carter Conference Room 

Pre-Retirement Seminar 

10:30 am-11;30 am 


Atrium 

Information Booth 

12:00 pm-2:00 pm 

Nov 4 

U.S. EMBASSY SEOUL, SOUTH KOREA 

Cafeteria Conference Room 

First Floor of the Chancery 

Pre-Retirement Seminar 

10:30 am-11:30 am 


Information Booth 

12:00 pm-2:00 pm 

Nov 5 

CAMP HUMPHREYS, SOUTH KOREA 

Pacific Visors Chapel 

Pre-Retirement Seminar 

10:30 am-11:30 am 


Information Booth 

12:00 pm-2:00 pm 

Nov 7 

U.S. EMBASSYTOKYO, JAPAN 

Management Conference Room 3rcl Floor 

Pre-Retirement Seminar 

10:30 am-11:30 am 


Cafeteria 

Information Booth 

12:00 pm-2:00 pm 

Nov 8 

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, JAPAN 

Building A-20 Room 207 

Pre-Retirement Seminar 

10:00 am-11:00 am 


Information Booth 

12:00 pm-2:00 pm 


Sullivan Elementary School Media Center 

Information Booth 

3:00 pm -4:00 pm 


You do not have to be a member to attend these events. 

All federal employees are welcome. 

Retired uniformed service members, their families and 
dependents of active duty service members are also welcome. 



BlueCross. 

BlueShield 

Federal Employee Program. 
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2 prisoners held 
in Delta Force's 
al-Baghdadi raid 



Shealah Craighead, White House/AP 


President Donald Trump is joined by Vice President Mike Pence, second from left, national security 
adviser Robert O’Brien, left; Secretary of Defense Mark Esper, second from right, and Chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff Army Gen. Mark Milley on Saturday in the Situation Room of the White House 
monitoring developments in the U.S. raid that took out Islamic State leader Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi. 


By Corey Dickstein 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — Army com¬ 
mandos captured two Islamic 
State fighters in the raid of Abu 
Bakr al-Baghdadi’s northwest 
Syria compound that led to the 
death of the ISIS founder and 
leader, the top U.S. general said 
Monday. 

The men were transported to a 
“secure location” after their cap¬ 
ture, said Army Gen. Mark Mil- 
ley, chairman of the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff. The fighters and other 
information collected Saturday 
during the Delta Force raid on 
the compound could provide the 
United States invaluable insight 
into future ISIS plans. News re¬ 
ports, including from The Wash¬ 
ington Post citing unnamed U.S. 
officials, indicated former ISIS 
members provided informa¬ 
tion about al-Baghdadi’s location 
since ISIS lost the last bits of ter¬ 
ritory that the group controlled in 
eastern Syria. 

Defense Secretary Mark Esper 
said al-Baghdadi’s death would not 
mean an end to ISIS, an organiza¬ 
tion still intent on reconstituting 
its so-called caliphate, which at 
its height in 2014 stretched across 
eastern Syria and northern Iraq 
in an area about the size of the 
United Kingdom. But the opera¬ 
tion presented a warning to ter¬ 
rorists who continued to threaten 
the United States, he said. 

“Al-Baghdadi’s death will not 
rid the world of terrorism or end 


the ongoing conflict in Syria, 
but it will certainly send a mes¬ 
sage to those who would question 
America’s resolve and provide a 
warning to terrorists who think 
they can hide,” said Esper, who 
briefed reporters alongside Mil- 
ley at the Pentagon, a day after 
President Donald Trump an¬ 
nounced al-Baghdadi was killed. 
“The United States, more than 
any other nation in the world, pos¬ 
sesses the power and the will to 
hunt to the ends of the earth those 
who wish to bring harm upon the 
American people.” 

Esper credited Trump with or¬ 
dering the operation some seven 
months after the United States 
announced the Syrian Demo¬ 
cratic Forces had liberated the 
last of ISIS-controlled territory 
in Syria. The raid sent a roughly 
100-soldier Delta unit on eight 
helicopters through hostile ter¬ 
ritory into the facility about 4 
miles south of Turkey’s border in 
Syria’s Idlib province. The area is 
hundreds of miles from the lands 
that al-Baghdadi once controlled 
and has been largely dominated 
in recent years by anti-Syrian 
regime forces, including al-Qaida 
aligned groups, which opposed 
ISIS. 

Trump on Sunday said al- 
Baghdadi had attempted to flee 
the compound after the U.S. 
commandos attack, and he was 
chased into a dead-end tunnel by 
a military dog before setting off 
an explosive vest, killing himself 
and three children, and wound¬ 


ing the canine. Milley and Esper 
confirmed many of those details 
on Monday, but they declined 
to characterize al-Baghdadi as 
“screaming, crying and whim¬ 
pering” like “a coward” in his 
final moments, as Trump said 
repeatedly during a Sunday news 
conference to announce the ter¬ 
rorist leader’s death. 

Milley and Esper were photo¬ 
graphed alongside Trump and 
other top administration and 
military officials watching the 
raid from the White House Situ¬ 
ation Room. Milley said Trump 
might have learned such details 
by talking with service members 
present on the raid, but the gen¬ 
eral said he had not yet talked to 
those troops. 

Al-Baghdadi’s remains were 
removed from the compound 
after his death and were trans¬ 
ported to a secure location where 
his identity was verified through 
DNA forensics, Milley said. His 
body was then disposed of “ap¬ 
propriately,” the general said. 


declining to confirm al-Baghdadi 
was buried at sea as U.S. special 
operations forces had done after 
killing a previous most-wanted 
terrorist, al-Qaida leader Osama 
bin Laden. 

Milley did confirm the Penta¬ 
gon on Monday was reviewing 
video and photographic evidence 
captured during the raid and 
could release imagery in the 
coming days. Trump, too, hinted 
Monday that he hoped to release 
some video from the mission. 

Even after al-Baghdadi’s de¬ 
mise, American forces, which 
Trump ordered in recent weeks to 
withdraw from Syria, will remain 
in the country, including some of 
them aimed at ensuring ISIS can¬ 
not return to power. The United 
States will not return forces to 
areas of northeastern Syria along 
Turkey’s border where it evacu¬ 
ated special operators ahead of a 
Turkish invasion aimed at Kurd¬ 
ish troops who led the anti-ISIS 
fight. But Esper said some troops, 
including ones who operate from 


armored vehicles, had moved 
into areas farther south to protect 
U.S.-held oil fields, which ISIS 
once used to finance its world¬ 
wide terrorist operations. 

That move is designed to deny 
ISIS access to those oil fields, 
but it also blocks Russian or Syr¬ 
ian regime forces from gaining 
control of them, Esper said, add¬ 
ing more U.S. forces could be 
moved into that area around Deir 
al-Zour. 

Esper said those oil fields could 
be used by the SDF to help fi¬ 
nance their operations, including 
maintaining prisons holding thou¬ 
sands of ISIS fighters. He added 
the mission of American troops 
there would not be indefinite. 

“At the end of the day my ex¬ 
pectation is that we will have 
fewer [troops in Syria] than we 
had before,” he said. “And they 
will be going home.” 

dickstein.corey@stripes.com 
Twitter: @CDicksteinDC 


Trump feeds intrigue about classified military dog 


The Washington Post 

WASHINGTON — In the midst 
of the raid targeting the leader of 
Islamic State was this: at least one 
military working dog who chased 
Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi into a tun¬ 
nel before he detonated a suicide 
vest and died. 

Intrigue about the dog began 
building after the president dis¬ 
closed that al-Baghdadi died 
during a U.S. special operations 
raid and that the dog was injured. 
The raid was carried out by elite 
members of Delta Force and the 
Army’s 75th Ranger Regiment, 
according to several U.S. officials 
with knowledge of the operation. 

“Our canine, as they call — I 
call it a dog, a beautiful dog, a 
talented dog — was injured and 
brought back,” President Donald 
Trump said. 

On Monday, the Pentagon kept 
most details about the covert 
canine, including its name and 
background, on a tight leash. But 


in a nation in which nearly half of 
Americans own a dog, according 
to a Gallup poll, it was unlikely 
that would last. The canine would 
be thrust into the spotlight. 

On Monday, Trump boosted 
the story, tweeting a declassified 
photograph of the furry special 
operator — a Belgian Malinois — 
in an armored vest. In the image, 
its ears stood alert and its tongue 
hung loose — and it appeared that 
the Secret Very Good Boy might 
actually be a Secret Very Good 
Girl. 

“We have declassified a pic¬ 
ture of the wonderful dog (name 
not declassified) that did such 
a GREAT JOB in capturing 
and killing the Leader of ISIS, 
Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi!” Trump 
wrote. 

The decision followed nearly a 
whole day of the Pentagon wres¬ 
tling with how much to say about 
the pooch. Three U.S. officials, 
speaking on the condition of ano¬ 


nymity due to sensitivity about 
the raid, said Monday morning 
that the dog’s identity was classi¬ 
fied because of its affiliation with 
a classified unit. Releasing the 
name, they said, ran the risk of 
identifying the service members 
to which it was assigned. 

By midday, the Pentagon’s top 
general was answering questions 
at a news conference about the 
prized pooch. 

“We’re not releasing the name 
of the dog right now,” said Army 
Gen. Mark Milley, chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff “The dog 
is still in theater.” 

Milley, standing alongside De¬ 
fense Secretary Mark Esper, said 
the dog “performed a tremen¬ 
dous service, as they all do.” It 
was “slightly wounded and fully 
recovering” and had rejoined its 
handler. 

“We’re not going to release just 
yet photos or names of dogs or 
anything else,” Milley said. 


“Protecting his identity,” Esper 
interjected. 

“Protecting the dog’s identity,” 
Milley agreed. 

U.S. officials told several re¬ 
porters after the news conference 
the dog’s breed — a common one 
in special operations, where the 
Belgian Malinois is prized for its 
intelligence, athleticism and fe¬ 
rocity. Then came the tweet. 

The dog’s participation in the 
operation adds a new hero to mili¬ 
tary lore. It follows in the paw- 
prints of Cairo, who participated 
in the 2011 raid by Navy SEALs 
that killed Osama bin Laden, but 
dogs have served in the military 
for decades. 

While the dog in the latest raid 
was wounded, it will not be eli¬ 
gible for a Purple Heart or valor 
medal. The U.S. military suspend¬ 
ed the practice amid complaints 
that it diminished the service of 
humans, according to an Army 
history of military working dogs. 



White House/AP 


Joint Chiefs Chairman Gen. Mark 
Milley told reporters Monday 
the military working dog that 
was injured tracking down Abu 
Bakr al-Baghdadi “performed a 
tremendous service.” 
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WAR ON TERRORISM _ 

What is global impact of ISIS emir's death? 



People look through rubble Sunday in the aftermath of a U.S. military operation that resulted in the 
death of Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, the leader of Islamic State, near Barisha, in Idlib province, Syria. 

‘Jihad has not stopped 
with the death of a leader’ 


By Rick Noack 

The Washington Post 

With the death of Islamic State 
leader Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, in 
a U.S. raid in northern Syria this 
weekend, the militant group has 
suffered a serious setback. But it 
is, by no means, an insurmount¬ 
able blow — neither in Syria nor 
elsewhere. 

Cells affiliated with or linked 
to Islamic State have persisted in 
South Asia, Africa and other parts 
of the Middle East. Though in¬ 
spired by ISIS, those groups have 
operated largely independently of 
the militant network, which was 
based out of Syria and Iraq, and 
are expected to continue to push 
ahead with plots and propaganda 
efforts. 

One key question will be to 
what extent global affiliates of 
ISIS or groups linked to it will re¬ 
main loyal to a network that has 
lost all the territory it once held. 
These groups’ loyalty may differ 
from country to country. 

The Philippines The country 
emerged as a key hot spot in the 
fight against Islamic State, after 
extremists aligned with the group 
launched a battle for the city of 
Marawi in 2017. For months, the 
Philippine military tried to gain 
back ground, with material help 
from the United States and other 
countries. More than 1,000 peo¬ 
ple were killed — a figure that 
includes militants, soldiers and 
civilians, the military said. 

But amid stalling progress in 
rebuilding the area, ISIS-linked 
groups in the country — which 
has seen an influx of fighters 
from other parts of the world 
— are feared to be on the advance 
again. Earlier this year, ISIS 
outlets asserted responsibility 
for the bombing of a Philippine 
cathedral. 

South Asia There have also 
been persistent concerns over 
ISIS-linked militants in India 
and its vicinity, in part fueled by 
the group’s propaganda. In April, 
ISIS asserted responsibility for 
the Easter Sunday bombings in 
Sri Lanka, in which more than 
250 people were killed. In May, 
an Islamic State propaganda out¬ 
let claimed that the group had 
established a “province” in India 
and was behind a recent attack on 
Indian troops in Kashmir. 

But in both cases, analysts 
raised serious doubts about the 
group’s capabilities to plot attacks 
of the scale of the Eastern Sunday 
bombings or to claim territory in 
the region in the same way as it 
had done in Syria and Iraq. 

So far, the Islamic State’s pres¬ 
ence in India has been fairly lim¬ 
ited, including in the disputed 
Himalayan region of Kashmir, 
which has been plagued by a de- 
cadeslong militancy. 

The only official Islamic State 
affiliate in South Asia is in Af¬ 
ghanistan, known as ISIS-Kho- 
rasan, with eastern Afghanistan 
as its stronghold. For more than 
five years, its militants have at 
times competed with and at times 
cooperated with the Taliban. 

Its fighters have launched dead¬ 
ly attacks, mainly against Afghan 


Shiites. In August, the group as¬ 
serted responsibility for a suicide 
bombing at a Kabul wedding in 
which more than 60 people were 
killed. Analysts also worry that 
ISIS-Khorasan’s reach extends 
into Pakistan. 

Somalia The Islamic State 
emerged in Somalia after some 
militants broke away from al- 
Shabab, an al-Qaida-linked group, 
starting in 2015. Its presence has 
persisted, despite its rivalry with 
al-Shabab and despite pressure 
from the Somali government. 
More recently, ISIS efforts to 
radicalize youths in neighboring 
Ethiopia have raised concerns. 

Mali, Nigeria and other parts 
of West Africa Security analysts 
worry that ISIS-linked groups, 
along with militants linked to 
al-Qaida, may be attempting a 
novel approach to gain a greater 
foothold in West Africa. Their 
new strategy? After deliberately 
provoking feuds among differ¬ 
ent ethnic groups, the militants 
systematically offer to “protect 
victims of the conflict they’re 
stoking,” The Washington Post 
wrote this month. 

The footprint of ISIS-linked 
groups in Nigeria continues to be 
so big that it is considered to con¬ 
stitute a mqjor security threat in 
the region. 

Libya Meanwhile, farther to the 
north, ISIS-linked militants have 
wreaked havoc in Libya. 

The country’s political instabil¬ 
ity, the “rampant availability of 
weaponry” there since the 2011 
revolt, and “local grievances” 
were among the factors that have 
contributed to the Islamic State’s 
presence in the country, terror¬ 
ism researcher Inga Kristina 
Trauthig wrote in a paper for the 
European Union Agency for Law 
Enforcement Cooperation, or Eu- 
ropol, earlier this year. 

Islamic State militants’ pres¬ 
ence in the country has become 
a particular concern for West¬ 
ern security agencies because of 
“Libya’s status as a key transit 
country for migration to Europe,” 
Trauthig wrote. As a result, the 
group may be able to “infiltrate 
the migrant pathways into Eu¬ 
rope ...,” she concluded. 

Yemen Whereas ISIS has been 
in retreat in Syria and Iraq, it 
continues to have a presence in 
war-torn Yemen. Recent strikes 
appear to have diminished the 
foothold of ISIS and al-Qaida in 
the region, but both groups con¬ 
tinue to exploit the country’s 
chaos. 

Sympathizers worldwide The 

group’s propaganda continues to 
attract recruits in the West and 
can still spur former fighters who 
have returned to their countries 
of origin into action. 

It remains unclear how many 
former ISIS fighters escaped 
Kurdish prisons in northern Syria 
after President Donald Trump re¬ 
cently announced the withdrawal 
of US. troops from the region. 

But European nations fear that 
the escaped fighters — many 
originally from Western coun¬ 
tries — could eventually return to 
Europe, where courts have often 
struggled to convict them. 


By Sarah El Deeb 

Associated Press 

BEIRUT — One of Abu Bakr 
al-Baghdadi’s last audio messag¬ 
es was an appeal for his followers 
to do everything in their power to 
free Islamic State detainees and 
the women being held in jails and 
camps in northeastern Syria. 

With news of the extremist 
group’s leader’s death, Kurdish 
security forces worried about the 
possibility of attacks or rioting 
have been tightening security at 
these facilities, which hold more 
than 80,000 members and sup¬ 
porters of the militant group, in¬ 
cluding women and children. 

Fear of chaos already was run¬ 
ning high over the fate of those de¬ 
tained after this month’s Turkish 
military invasion of northeastern 
Syria, which ushered in m^or 
troop changes in the area about 
two weeks after al-Baghdadi’s 
message. Kurdish officials said 
they needed to divert fighters and 
logistics to the front line to ward 
off the Turkish offensive. Turkey 
moved troops into areas along 
the border, while Syrian border 
guards were deployed in others. 

A shaky cease-fire is in place 
and an agreement to redeploy 
Kurdish forces away from the 
borders. 

While news of al-Baghdadi’s 
death had not been announced in 
the camps on Monday, many of 
his supporters living in detention 
facilities and camps in Syria have 
telephones and they most likely 
heard the news. 

“If our men are in prison, we 
are the soldiers of the Caliphate,” 
some of the women held in al- 
Hol, the largest holding camp in 
northern Syria chanted Monday, 


according to a security official 
with the Kurdish-led internal se¬ 
curity agency. The official wasn’t 
authorized to talk to journalists 
and spoke anonymously. 

The camp is home to 70,000, 
most of them women and children 
including about 11,000 foreign¬ 
ers. More than 10,000 prisoners, 
including 2,000 foreigners, are in 
detention facilities in northeast¬ 
ern Syria. 

The nighttime raid by U.S. spe¬ 
cial operations forces was a blow 
to the militant group that became 
a global organization under his 
leadership. His demise only few 
months after losing the group’s 
territorial hold ushers in a new 
phase for ISIS amid uncertainty 
over the new leadership as thou¬ 
sands of its supporters and mem¬ 
bers languish in prisons. 

The decentralized group, with 
members estimated anywhere 
between 14,000 or 30,000, has al¬ 
ready pivoted toward insurgency 
after losing its territory in the last 
couple of years. But its branches 
abroad and the number of those 
who pledged their allegiance 
have increased. 

Who the next leader is will like¬ 
ly determine whether the group 
will dig in to consolidate its hold 
on Syria and Iraq — or focus on 
global outreach. 

The group has not officially an¬ 
nounced al-Baghdadi’s death or 
named a new leader. In public, 
followers and supporters have not 
eulogized the 48-year old. But so¬ 
cial media posts by groups affili¬ 
ated with ISIS note that the death 
of a leader doesn’t spell the end of 
an ideology. 

“Jihad has not stopped with the 
death of a leader or Emir,” said a 
post on Shmoukh al-Islam page. 


or glory of Islam. It added: “What 
if the leader of the Believers is 
martyred, we will stay the course 
and to whoever follows we renew 
the pledge.” 

Experts and security officials 
say one of al-Baghdadi’s close 
aides will likely succeed him. But 
the shadowy head of ISIS was 
security-obsessed and known 
for turning on members of his 
close circle. One possible favor¬ 
ite is Abdullah Qardash, an Iraqi 
Turkman from Talafar and a 
former officer in Saddam Husse¬ 
in’s army. The two met in a U.S. 
prison in 2003 and Qardash be¬ 
came al-Baghdadi’s top security 
henchman. 

The ISIS Shura council, the 
shadowy group’s leadership of 10 
or so people, is supposed to choose 
the next leader if al-Baghdadi had 
designated a successor. But it’s 
not clear how many of them are 
still alive. 

Another of al-Baghdadi’s close 
aides, Abu Hassan al-Muh^ir, 
was killed in a joint U.S. operation 
with Kurdish forces in Jarablus 
on Sunday, hours after al-Bagh¬ 
dadi blew himself up during a 
U.S. raid. Little is known about 
al-Muh^ir, who was appointed 
spokesman in 2016. 

The new leader’s priority, ex¬ 
perts say, will likely be prison 
breaks. The group’s previous in¬ 
carnation organized some of the 
most spectacular prison escapes 
in Iraq in a yearlong operation 
called “Breaking the Walls.” It 
was responsible for at least eight 
different prison breaks, freeing 
nearly 500 people between 2012 
and 2013. 
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Call: Impeachment 
resolution vote set 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

prepare for the next, public phase 
of the probe. He was also the first 
current White House official to 
appear before the impeachment 
panels. With the administration 
directing staff not to appear, he 
was issued a subpoena to testify. 

The inquiry is looking into 
Trump’s call, in which he asked 
Zelenskiy for a “favor” — to in¬ 
vestigate Democrats — that the 
Democrats say was a quid pro 
quo for military aid and could be 
an impeachable offense. 

Trump took to Twitter on Tues¬ 
day to denounce the probe as a 
“sham,” adding: “Why are people 
that I never even heard of testi¬ 
fying about the call. Just READ 
THE CALL TRANSCRIPT AND 
THE IMPEACHMENT HOAX 
IS OVER!” 

Vindman, who arrived in the 
United States as a 3-year-old from 
the former Soviet Union, wrote 
that it was his “sacred duty” to 
defend the United States. 

Some Trump allies, looking 
for ways to discredit Vindman, 
questioned the colonel’s loyal¬ 
ties because he was born in the 
region. But the line of attack was 
rejected by some Republicans, 
including Rep. Liz Cheney, who 
said it was “shameful” to criticize 
his patriotism. 

His appearance came a day 
after Speaker Nancy Pelosi an¬ 
nounced the House will vote on a 
resolution to affirm the impeach¬ 
ment investigation, set rules for 
public hearings and outline the 
potential process for writing ar¬ 
ticles of impeachment against 
Trump. The vote is expected 
Thursday. 

Vindman said that in spring 
of this year he became aware of 
“outside influencers” promoting 
what he called a “false narrative 
of Ukraine” that undermined 
US. efforts. Ukraine, in trying to 
become a vibrant democracy inte¬ 
grated with the West, is a bulwark 
against overt Russian aggression, 
he said in his opening statement. 

Other officials have testi¬ 
fied that Ukraine policy was in¬ 
creasingly being handled by the 
president’s personal attorney, 
Rudy Giuliani, and others in the 
administration outside regular 
policy-making channels. One 
diplomat testified it was “highly 
irregular.” 

Vindman testified that he first 
reported his concerns after an 
earlier meeting July 10 in which 
US. Ambassador to the Euro¬ 
pean Union Gordon Sondland 
stressed the importance of hav¬ 
ing Ukraine investigate the 2016 
election as well as Burisma, a 
company linked to the family of 
Biden, a 2020 Democratic presi¬ 
dential candidate. 

Vindman says he told Sondland 
that “his statements were inap¬ 
propriate, that the request to in¬ 
vestigate Biden and his son had 
nothing to do with national secu¬ 
rity, and that such investigations 
were not something the NSC was 
going to get involved in or push.” 


That account differs from 
Sondland’s, a wealthy business¬ 
man who donated $1 million to 
Trump inauguration and testified 
before the impeachment investi¬ 
gators that no one from the NSC 
“ever expressed any concerns.” 
He also testified that he did not 
realize any connection between 
Biden and Burisma. Sondland 
was dubbed one of “the three ami¬ 
gos,” along with Energy Secre¬ 
tary Rick Perry and special envoy 
Kurt Volker, working on Ukraine 
outside normal channels. 

For the call between Trump 
and Zelenskiy, Vindman said he 
listened in the Situation Room 
with colleagues from the NSC 
and Vice President Mike Pence’s 
office and was concerned. He said 
he again reported his concerns to 
the NSC’s lead counsel. 

He wrote, “I realized that if 
Ukraine pursued an investiga¬ 
tion into the Bidens and Burisma, 
it would likely be interpreted as 
a partisan play which would un¬ 
doubtedly result in Ukraine losing 
the bipartisan support it has thus 
far maintained. This would all un¬ 
dermine US. national security.” 

Vindman served in various 
military and diplomatic posts be¬ 
fore joining the NSC. He was the 
director for European affairs and 
a Ukraine expert under Fiona 
Hill, a former official who testi¬ 
fied earlier in the impeachment 
probe. Hill worked for former 
national security adviser John 
Bolton. 

Vindman attended Zelenskiy’s 
inauguration with a delegation 
led by Energy Secretary Perry, 
and he and Hill were both part of 
a Ukraine briefing with Sondland 
that others have testified irritated 
Bolton at the White House. 

He said he is not the whistle¬ 
blower, the still unnamed govern¬ 
ment official who filed the initial 
complaint over Trump’s conver¬ 
sation with the Ukraine president 
that sparked the House impeach¬ 
ment inquiry. He said he does not 
know who the whistleblower is. 

“I am a patriot, and it is my sa¬ 
cred duty and honor to advance 
and defend OUR country, ir¬ 
respective of party or politics,” 
wrote Vindman, who was wound¬ 
ed in Iraq and awarded a Purple 
Heart. 

“For over twenty years as an 
active duty United States mili¬ 
tary officer and diplomat, I have 
served this country in a nonpar¬ 
tisan manner, and have done 
so with the utmost respect and 
professionalism for both Republi¬ 
can and Democratic administra¬ 
tions,” he wrote. 

Thursday’s expected formal 
House vote would be the first on 
the impeachment inquiry and 
aims to nullify complaints from 
Trump and his allies that the pro¬ 
cess is illegitimate and unfair. 

Democrats insist they aren’t 
yielding to Republican pressure. 
Pelosi dismissed the Republi¬ 
can argument that impeachment 
can’t begin without formal ap¬ 
proval from the House. 



Photos by Andrew Harnik/AP 


Boeing Company President and Chief Executive Officer Dennis Muilenburg, right foreground, watches 
as family members hold up photographs of those killed in the Ethiopian Airlines Flight 302 and Lion Air 
Flight 610 crashes during a Senate Transportation Committee hearing Tuesday in Washington. 


Boeing leader tells Senate 
‘we got some things wrong’ 



Muilenburg testified before a Senate Transportation Committee 
hearing on “Aviation Safety and the Future of Boeing’s 737 MAX.” 


Associated Press 

Boeing CEO Dennis Muilen¬ 
burg faced tough questioning 
from senators on Tuesday about 
two crashes of 737 Max jets and 
whether the company concealed 
information about a critical flight 
system from regulators. 

“We have made mistakes, and 
we got some things wrong,” Mui¬ 
lenburg conceded. 

Some members of the Senate 
Commerce Committee clashed 
with Muilenburg, cutting him off 
when they believed he was failing 
to answer their questions about a 
key flight-control system impli¬ 
cated in both crashes. 

Boeing successfully lobbied 
regulators to keep any explana¬ 
tion of the system, called MCAS, 
from pilot manuals and training. 
After the crashes, the company 
tried to blame the pilots, said Sen. 
Richard Blumenthal, D-Conn. 

“Those pilots never had a 
chance,” Blumenthal said. Pas¬ 
sengers “never had a chance. 
They were in flying coffins as a 
result of Boeing deciding that it 
was going to conceal MCAS from 
the pilots.” 

Muilenburg denied that Boeing 
had ever blamed the pilots. 

The hearing was taking place 
exactly one year after a 737 Max 
flown by Lion Air crashed off 
the coast of Indonesia, and about 
seven months after a second crash 
in Ethiopia. It is the first congres¬ 
sional testimony by a Boeing of¬ 
ficial since the first of two Max 
crashes that together killed 346 
people. 

Indonesia investigators say 
Boeing’s design of a key flight- 


control system contributed to 
the crash of a Lion Air Max last 
October. Another Max crashed 
in Ethiopia in March, leading to 
a worldwide grounding of the 
plane. 

“Both of these accidents were 
entirely preventable,” said Com¬ 
mittee Chairman Roger Wicker, 
R-Miss. 

More than a dozen relatives of 
passengers who died in the acci¬ 
dents attended the hearing. Wick¬ 
er invited them to stand and hold 
up large photos of their relatives, 
which they had carried into the 
room. Muilenburg turned in his 
seat to look at them. 

In Indonesia, the CEO of the 
Lion Air vowed Tuesday to follow 
recommendations from a probe 
into the disaster. Relatives of vic¬ 
tims scattered flowers on waters 


where the aircraft went down a 
year ago. 

Muilenburg told senators that 
Boeing is in the final stages of up¬ 
dating flight software to improve 
safety by adding redundancy 
— tying MCAS to a second sensor 
and second computer at all times, 
and making the system’s ability 
to push a plane’s nose down less 
powerful. 

Boeing hopes to win Federal 
Aviation Administration ap¬ 
proval by year end to return the 
plane to flight. The FAA is also 
coming under scrutiny for rely¬ 
ing on Boeing employees to per¬ 
form some certification tests and 
inspections. It’s an approach FAA 
has followed for many years. 

“We need to know if Boeing 
and the FAA rushed to certify the 
Max,” Wicker said. 
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Cedar Attanasio/AP 


A gate opens Monday at Border Patrol Station One in El Paso, 

Texas. Immigration lawyers say some migrants are held as part of a 
pilot program that aims to deport asylum seekers within 10 days. 

US experiments with plan 
to speed asylum decisions 


Hiirs exit prompts equity 
questions amid scandal 


By Cedar Attanasio 
AND Elliot Spagat 

Associated Press 

EL PASO, Texas — U.S. immi¬ 
gration authorities are testing a 
program to speed up reviews of 
asylum claims at a Texas Border 
Patrol station, offering a glimpse 
of how the Trump administration 
may enforce its partial asylum 
ban. 

The pilot project, called the 
Prompt Asylum Case Review 
system, began Oct. 7 in El Paso, 
with a goal of having a decision 
by an immigration judge within 
10 days, according to a senior De¬ 
partment of Homeland Security 
official who spoke on condition 
of anonymity because details of 
the program have not been made 
public. Mexicans are exempt. 

The rollout has not been pub¬ 
licly announced, leading to com¬ 
plaints by attorneys that they 
have no access to clients and are 
left in the dark. 

“The most concerning part 
here is we have not received any 
official word from Border Patrol 
and it seems to be purposeful that 
they have not told the (non-gov¬ 
ernmental organizations) what’s 
going on,” Linda Rivas, executive 
director of Las Americas Advo¬ 
cacy Center, said in a conference 
call Monday with reporters. 

Taylor Levy, an immigration 
attorney in El Paso, said lawyers 
cannot enter Border Patrol hold¬ 
ing centers, which are designed 
to keep people no more than 72 
hours. She learned about the pilot 
from an attorney who was unable 
to reach her two clients, women 
from El Salvador with infants 
who crossed the border Oct. 8. 

An immigration judge denied 
their appeals by phone, mean¬ 
ing the judge couldn’t see docu¬ 
ments including proof of death 
threats they faced in El Salvador. 
One woman has been deported 
and another is waiting to be sent 
home. 

The pilot is designed to give 
asylum seekers 24 hours of access 
to a phone in a private room be¬ 
fore an initial asylum screening, 
but attorneys said the rules are 
unclear and that they received no 
notice or instructions. If asylum 
seekers fail the screening, they 
can appeal to judges in Otero, 


N.M., by phone. 

Its launch comes as the admin¬ 
istration expands another effort 
to address a surge in asylum seek¬ 
ers: sending them back to Mexico 
to wait while their cases wind 
through U.S. immigration courts. 
Homeland Security said Monday 
that it extended its Migration Pro¬ 
tection Protocols policy — also 
known as “Remain in Mexico” 
— to Eagle Pass, Texas, its sixth 
location. The U.S. says more than 
55,000 people have been made to 
wait in Mexico since the policy 
was introduced in January. 

The pilot program in El Paso, if 
expanded, may prove to be a criti¬ 
cal tool in the administration’s ef¬ 
forts to enforce a ban on asylum 
for anyone who passes through 
another country before reaching 
the U.S. border with Mexico. The 
partial asylum ban, which took 
effect last month, appears largely 
aimed at Central Americans, Cu¬ 
bans and Africans, who have con¬ 
tributed to making the U.S. the 
world’s most popular destination 
for asylum seekers. Mexicans 
and unaccompanied children are 
exempt from the ban. 

The administration has struck 
agreements to send asylum 
seekers subject to the ban to 
Guatemala, El Salvador and Hon¬ 
duras to have their cases heard 
there, but officials acknowledge 
those countries lack adequate 
infrastructure. 

The asylum seekers confirmed 
by lawyers to be in the trial are 
being held at a Border Patrol sta¬ 
tion that grew from a small office 
building to a sprawling maze of 
tent camps and new construction 
this year. 

A Customs and Border Protec¬ 
tion spokesman said Monday that 
because the detainees appear by 
phone, they could be in any Bor¬ 
der Patrol facility in the El Paso 
sector, which includes New Mexi¬ 
co and West Texas. 

Homeland Security confirmed 
the existence of the pilot program 
on Thursday, hours after it was 
reported by The Washington Post, 
but provided few details. It called 
the program a joint effort with the 
Justice Department, which runs 
immigration courts, to expedite 
proceedings at a single location 
while providing protections and 
due process for all. 


By Maryclaire Dale 

Associated Press 

The resignation of a female 
Democratic congresswoman over 
a consensual, sexual relationship 
with a campaign aide has sparked 
questions about whether women 
are held to higher standards in 
public life. 

At the center of the contro¬ 
versy is Katie Hill, a first-term 
lawmaker from California and a 
rising Democratic Party star. In a 
video released Monday, Hill said 
she was stepping down because 
she was “fearful of what might 
come next” following the online 
publication of explicit pictures 
that outed her relationship with a 
female staffer. 

Sex scandals are nothing new in 
national politics and have mostly 
centered on men, some of whom 
have weathered the controversy 
and gone on to have successful 
careers. One of Hill’s congressio¬ 
nal colleagues. Republican Rep. 
Duncan Hunter, of California, 
is running for reelection despite 
being charged with using cam¬ 
paign funds to finance romantic 
flings with lobbyists and congres¬ 
sional aides. That’s prompted 
some to question why Democrats 
supported Hill’s resignation. 

“Some of her behavior, if a 
man did it, we would say it was 


wrong and 
inappropri¬ 
ate. But she 
is being held 
to a different 
standard,” 
said Kelly 
Dittmar, a 
scholar at 
the Center 
for Ameri¬ 
can Women 
and Politics 
at Rutgers University. 

Hill acknowledged the relation¬ 
ship with the campaign aide after 
private photos of her with the 
woman were posted online. Hill 
said the relationship was consen¬ 
sual and blamed her estranged 
husband for revealing the infor¬ 
mation. Hill and her husband are 
in the midst of a divorce. 

Hill has denied another allega¬ 
tion that she was having an affair 
with a male congressional advis¬ 
er, a relationship that would have 
run afoul of House rules put in 
place last year that ban any rela¬ 
tionship between lawmakers and 
staff Those rules were enacted 
following misconduct allegations 
involving male colleagues. 

The House opened an ethics 
investigation into the allegations 
about Hill, but the California 
Democrat announced her resig¬ 
nation within days of the commit¬ 


tee launching the probe. 

House M^ority Leader Nancy 
Pelosi, who had tapped Hill for a 
leadership post after she unseated 
a Republican in the suburban Los 
Angeles swing district, called her 
continued service “untenable.” 

Hill’s defenders say she is the 
victim in this situation, given the 
publication of private photos. 

“She’s under attack by a venge¬ 
ful ex and an opportunistic media, 
and a society that... is all too eager 
for a woman to be taken down, 
and quote-unquote “#MeToo- 
ed,” said New York lawyer Carrie 
Goldberg, who often represents 
victims of such attacks. “This is 
not a #MeToo situation.” 

The #MeToo movement felled 
a half-dozen lawmakers last year 
for a range of offenses. But not all 
who faced misconduct allegations 
resigned from office. 

Tiffany Barnes, an associate 
professor at the University of 
Kentucky, said her research has 
shown that certain voters are 
more critical of women involved 
in sex scandals. Those who hold 
“hostile sexist attitudes,” and be¬ 
lieve women have progressed too 
far in society, are less likely to 
reelect a female candidate follow¬ 
ing a sex scandal than a man, her 
2014 research found. 

“It’s kind of a backlash effect,” 
Barnes said Monday. 
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Guard members activated for Calif, fires 



Ringo H.W. Chiu/AP 

Firefighters work on a house destroyed by a wildfire cailed the Getty Fire in Los Angeles on Monday. 


Blazes: Weather forecast portends more woes 



John Burgess, The Press Democrat/AP 


Linda Dilion, of Healdsburg, Calif., snuggles her dogs before taking 
them for a walk Sunday at a Red Cross shelter set up for wildfire 
evacuees at the Sonoma County Fairgrounds in Santa Rosa, Caiif. 


By Rose L. Thayer 

Stars and Stripes 

The California National Guard 
activated 470 service members to 
support efforts to fight the fires 
that have spread across 66,000 
acres in Sonoma County in the 
northern part of the state, service 
officials said Monday. 

Service members responded 
during the weekend as the fire, 
which began Wednesday, grew 
in size through Monday as wind 
gusts reached 50 mph, said Lt. 
Col. Jonathan Shiroma, spokes¬ 
man for the California National 
Guard. 

“All of our units throughout the 
state are aware of what’s going on 
and are ready to go if called upon,” 
he said of the increased wildfire 
activity across California. 

The state has 4,100 person¬ 
nel and 440 fire engines battling 
the blaze, known as the Kincade 
Fire, which has already claimed 
40 homes, according to the Cali¬ 
fornia Department of Forestry 
and Fire Protection, known com¬ 
monly as Cal Fire. 

Guard members are primar¬ 
ily supporting law enforcement 
and helping with traffic in the So¬ 
noma area, where about 180,000 
people face evacuation orders. 
The Guard also has aircraft pre¬ 
pared to make medical evacua¬ 
tions if needed. Another aircraft 
crew is on call to participate in 
aerial water drops over the fire, 
he said. 

While the Guard doesn’t have 
any facilities in the path of wild¬ 
fires, Shiroma said two soldiers 
with homes in the evacuation 
area are receiving support from 
the service as they get out of 
harm’s way. 

“We’ve had a below average 
fire season to date,” Gov. Gavin 
Newsom said Monday during a 
news conference. “What we’re 
experiencing at the moment is 
above average.” 


Associated Press 

SANTA ROSA, Calif. — Mil¬ 
lions of Californians prepared to 
be in the dark — some for five 
days, or longer — as the nation’s 
largest utility said it was switch¬ 
ing off power again Tuesday to 
prevent powerful winds from 
damaging its equipment and 
sparking more fires. 

Pacific Gas & Electric Co. said 
its latest blackout will start early 
Tuesday and affect 605,000 cus¬ 
tomers — about 1.5 million people 
_in 29 Northern California coun¬ 
ties. The announcement came 
even before the last blackout had 
ended, which shut power to more 
than 2.5 million people. It wasn’t 
clear if power, that for many went 
out Saturday, would be restored 
before the next round of outages. 

What was clear was that pa¬ 
tience was wearing thin and frus¬ 
tration at the utility was growing. 
From the suburbs of San Fran¬ 
cisco up north to the wine coun- 


In the last 24 hours, the state 
has put down 330 fires, he said, 
noting that late October and 
early November have historically 
brought some of the worst fires in 
California history. He declared 
a statewide emergency prior to 
the news conference, which helps 
people affected by the fires gain 
access to recovery resources. 

The stress of heightened fire 
danger for residents has been ex¬ 
acerbated by power shutoffs from 
Pacific Gas & Electric Co. in an ef¬ 
fort to prevent fires from spread¬ 
ing, Newsom said. On Monday, 
about 880,000 customers across 
the state were without power. 

Cal Fire Director Thom Porter 
said during the news conference 
that they are working with PG&E 
to get the power on “as soon as it’s 
safe to do so.” 

Before power can be restored, 
the state must send personnel to 
check the distribution lines, New¬ 
som said, and the state is supple¬ 
menting the efforts with National 
Guard aircraft to do so. 

“We hope within the next 48 
hours to be substantially com¬ 
plete,” Newsom said. 

Aside from the Kincade Fire, 
Cal Fire is fighting five other 
fires. Four of the five are at least 
70% contained and the 350-acre 
Burris Fire in Mendocino County 
is 20% contained. 

In the southern part of the state, 
the 618-acre Getty Fire, near Los 
Angeles, is under the responsibil¬ 
ity of local agencies. They have 
not asked for National Guard sup¬ 
port, Shiroma said. That fire ig¬ 
nited Monday morning and is not 
contained at all, according to the 
LA Fire Department. 

Los Angeles Air Force Base, 
home to the Space and Missile 
Systems Center, said the base 
has not been affected by fires or 
power outages, according to the 
base public affairs office. 

thayer.rose@stripes.com 
Twitter: @Rose_Lori 


try, people searched for places to 
charge phones and stocked up on 
ice for the non-perishable food. 

Powerful winds were driving 
multiple fires across California 
and the deliberate shut-offs were 
intended to prevent blazes. 

Petaluma resident Scotty 
Richardson, whose lights went 
out Saturday, said the prospect 
that power might not be restored 
for days makes him “furious, 
furious.” 

Richardson was out Monday 
getting breakfast, charging his 
phone and making business calls 
at a restaurant. He vented frus¬ 
tration at the on-again, off-again 
outages but also anger at the utili¬ 
ty’s role in causing deadly fires in 
the past, and apparently sparking 
some of this season’s fires. 

“PG&E can’t figure out how 
to deliver power reliably without 
killing people,” he said. “This is 
more than three strikes — it’s a 
failure of epic proportions.” 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

The blaze was 15% contained. 

Evacuation orders were down¬ 
graded to warnings for some 
30,000 people in the west but new 
warnings were issued to people in 
the east, with Calistoga in Napa 
County and Middletown in Lake 
County — a community badly 
damaged by a 2015 wildfire. 

Winds were expected to hit 20 
to 30 mph Tuesday, with gusts of 
up to 50 mph by afternoon. The 
winds will peak by midnight be¬ 
fore easing, forecasters said. 

In the south, a brief lull in the 
wind helped crews attacking 
a blaze that swept through the 
star-studded hills of Los Angeles 
on Monday. The fire roared up 
a steep hillside near the J. Paul 
Getty Museum in the Brentwood 
section. It destroyed at least eight 
homes and damaged at least six, 
forcing Los Angeles Lakers star 
LeBron James and thousands of 
others to flee. 

The Getty, with its collection of 
priceless art, was not threatened, 
fire officials said. 

Much of the blaze was reduced 
to smoldering ruins and hot spots 
but hot, dry Santa Ana winds that 
could blow them to life and spread 
embers were predicted beginning 
Tuesday night. Red flag warn¬ 
ings of extreme fire danger were 
issued for much of Southern Cali¬ 
fornia into Thursday, with gusts 
up to 75 mph possible in some 
areas. 

With no rain and more wind 
in the forecast, the coming days 
could be grim. 

The flames didn’t discrimi¬ 
nate. In wine country, vineyard 
farmworkers were among those 
displaced. In Los Angeles, James 
and former Gov. Arnold Schwar¬ 
zenegger were driven from their 
homes along with tens of thou¬ 


sands of others. 

“Man, these LA (fires) are no 
joke,” James tweeted, using an 
emoji for the word “fires.” “Crazy 
night.” 

Joann Killeen packed up her 
important papers, medicine, 
power bars and her dog Riley and 
fled as soon as she got an evacua¬ 
tion call from the fire department 
on her cellphone at about 2 a.m. 
Monday. Her hilly neighborhood 
is vulnerable to fires and Killeen 
said she has been evacuated five 
times in 18 years. 

“The most important thing is 
your life,” she said, “so you al¬ 
ways have your go-bag ready to 
go and you just go. The rest of it 
is just stuff and stuff can be re¬ 
placed. “ 


Utilities in the north and south 
repeatedly cut power to hundreds 
of thousands of customers in re¬ 
cent weeks because of concerns 
that winds would knock down 
lines and spark fires. Officials 
warned of yet another round of 
safety shut-offs. 

Pacific Gas & Electric Co. said 
some 1.5 million people will be 
hit with more shut-offs starting 
Tuesday. PG&E also has said 
its transmission lines may have 
been responsible for the Sonoma 
County fire. 

Southern California Edison had 
cut off power to about 800 people 
as of Monday night and warned 
that it was considering discon¬ 
necting about 400,000 more as 
winds return midweek. 


Rising frustration with utility 
seen as blackouts continue 
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While in Chicago, 
Trump calls city 
an embarrassment 



Johnson 


Associated Press 

CHICAGO — Visiting Chicago 
for the first time as president, 
Donald Trump disparaged the 
city Monday as a haven for crimi¬ 
nals that is “embarrassing to us 
as a nation.” The city’s top cop sat 
out Trump’s speech to protest the 
president’s immigration policies 
and frequently divisive rhetoric. 

“There is one person who is not 
here today,” Trump told a friend¬ 
ly audience at a conference of po¬ 
lice chiefs. “Where is he? I want 
to talk to him. In fact, more than 
anyone else, this person should 
be here because maybe he could 
learn something, and that’s the 
superinten¬ 
dent of the I 
Chicago Po¬ 
lice, Eddie | 

Johnson.” 

Johnson’s 
decision to 
boycott the I 
event £ 
gered the I 
city’s chap- | 
ter of the 
Fraternal 
Order of Police, which said in a 
Facebook post that “such a ges¬ 
ture would be an insult to both 
President Trump and the office 
of the presidency itself and would 
be a mark of disgrace upon the 
city throughout the entire nation, 
including Mayor Lori Lightfoot.” 

But the Democratic mayor and 
Illinois’ Democratic governor 
stood in solidarity with John¬ 
son, who announced days before 
the International Association of 
Chiefs of Police Conference that 
he would not attend. 

“This is the land of Lincoln 
and when you come to the state 
of Illinois you should respect all 
the people who live here in the 
state of Illinois,” said Gov. J.B. 
Pritzker. 

Lightfoot also refused to meet 
with Trump, and said on Twitter 
that she supports Johnson. 

“It’s no surprise that (@)re- 
alDonaldTrump brought his in¬ 
sulting, ignorant buffoonery to 
Chicago,” the mayor tweeted. 
“Luckily, in this city, we know the 
truth and we will not let anyone 

— no matter how high the office 

— denigrate who we are as a peo¬ 
ple or our status as a welcoming 
city.” 

“Rather than belittle Chicago’s 
communities with hateful and 
dishonest rhetoric, he needs to 
go back to D.C. and face his fate,” 
Lightfoot said, apparently refer¬ 
ring to the House impeachment 
inquiry against the president. 

Trump has frequently criti¬ 
cized Chicago for its crime prob¬ 
lems and status as a sanctuary 
city, one of scores of cities around 
the country that refuse to work 
with federal authorities to round 


up people who are living in the 
U.S. illegally. 

At a news conference later Mon¬ 
day, Johnson said Trump had ig¬ 
nored a “double digit” reduction 
in violent crime in the city over 
the past three years. 

Trump has long held up the 
nation’s third-largest city as the 
poster child of urban violence 
and dysfunctional Democratic 
politics. 

At one point in the address. 
Trump turned his daily complaint 
about the impeachment inquiry 
into a swipe at “Empire” actor 
Jussie Smollett, who authorities 
say fabricated a claim about being 
attacked by Trump supporters in 
Chicago earlier this year. 

“You have the case of this wise 
guy Jessie Smollett... and he said 
MAGA country did it,” Trump 
said, using the acronym for his 
“Make America Great Again” 
campaign slogan. “It’s a real big 
scam, just like the impeachment 
of your president is a scam.” 

The FOP Lodge 7, which rep¬ 
resents rank-and-file Chicago 
police officers, announced that it 
had cast a vote of no confidence in 
Johnson. The union’s president, 
Kevin Graham, was first to greet 
Trump on the tarmac of O’Hare 
International Airport, after he 
landed in the city. 

In the speech. Trump rattled 
off Chicago crime statistics and 
claimed that Johnson puts the 
needs of people living in the U.S. 
illegally above those of law-abid¬ 
ing residents of Chicago. “Those 
are his values and frankly those 
values to me are a disgrace,” 
Trump said. “I want Eddie John¬ 
son to change his values and to 
change them fast.” 

During the conference. Trump 
signed an executive order creat¬ 
ing a presidential commission on 
law enforcement to study issues 
like substance abuse, homeless¬ 
ness and mental illness. The 
president also announced that the 
Justice Department will begin a 
“surge” to crack down on violent 
crime in the United States, tar¬ 
geting gang members and drug 
traffickers in high-crime areas. 

Johnson, meanwhile, is under 
internal investigation after he was 
found sleeping in a city-owned 
vehicle earlier this month. Light¬ 
foot said Johnson, who called for 
the investigation, told her he had 
“a couple of drinks with dinner” 
before he fell asleep at a stop sign 
while driving home. Johnson 
blamed the episode on a change 
in his blood pressure medication. 

While in Chicago, Trump head¬ 
lined a campaign luncheon at his 
hotel in the city, raising approxi¬ 
mately $4 million for a joint fund¬ 
raising committee benefiting 
Trump’s reelection effort and the 
Republican National Committee, 
according to the GOR 



Alex Brandon/AP 


President Donald Trump and first lady Melania Trump give candy to children during a Halloween trick-or- 
treat event on the South Lawn of the White House Monday in Washington. 


Trumps hand out Halloween 
candy, greet kids at White House 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump and first lady 
Melania Trump have handed out 
candy to hundreds of military 
families and local schoolchildren 
as the White House got a head 
start on Halloween. 

The children dressed up as 
astronauts, military officers. 


pirates and dinosaurs as they 
greeted the president and first 
lady one-by-one Monday. The Air 
Force Strolling Strings played 
“Thriller” from Michael Jackson, 
“The Addams Family” theme 
song and other spooky tunes to 
set the mood. 

A Halloween display of Black 
Forest trees wrapped around 


the columns of the South Por¬ 
tico, while pumpkins lined the 
staircases. 

Several agencies were also on 
hand to help in the fun, with the 
Secret Service showing off the 
presidential limo known as “The 
Beast” and NASA displaying 
the suit that astronauts wear for 
spacewalks. 


Jeff Sessions exploring 
possible Senate run 


Associated Press 

MONTGOMERY, Ala. — For¬ 
mer U.S. Attorney General Jeff 
Sessions is exploring the possibil¬ 
ity of a run for his old Senate seat 
in Alabama, according to three 
Republicans with knowledge of 
the situation. 

They say Sessions has made 
telephone calls discussing a po¬ 
tential bid to return to the Senate. 
The Republicans spoke on condi¬ 
tion of anonymity so they could 
speak more freely about closely 
held conversations. 

It was not immediately clear 
how close Sessions was to mak¬ 
ing a decision or the seriousness 
of the exploration. He has until 5 
p.m. Nov. 8 to decide whether to 
be a last-minute entry into the 
2020 race. The Alabama Republi¬ 
can Party sets the deadline. 

Sen. Doug Jones, a Democrat, 
won the 2017 special election to 
fill Sessions’ seat by defeating 
Republican Roy Moore. Republi¬ 
cans see recapturing the seat in 
the once reliably red state as a top 
priority in 2020. 

Sessions’ entry into the race 
would upend an already competi¬ 
tive primary that includes U.S. 
Rep. Bradley Byrne, former Au¬ 


burn University football coach 
Tommy Tuberville, Alabama 
Secretary of State John Merrill, 
Moore and others. 

Sessions was a beloved fig¬ 
ure among state Republicans 
after serving in the Senate for 20 
years. But a new campaign would 
face the impact of a soured rela¬ 
tionship with President Donald 
Trump. 

Sessions left the Senate to be¬ 
come Trump’s first attorney 
general. He was ousted after en¬ 
during repeated public mocking 
from Trump for recusing him¬ 
self from special counsel Robert 
Mueller’s Russia investigation. 

An unknown factor is how 
Trump’s bashing would affect a 
Sessions campaign, particularly 
if the president’s criticism contin¬ 
ued through a Senate race. 

Trump in June called his selec¬ 
tion of Sessions as attorney gen¬ 
eral his “biggest mistake.” 

“I would say if I had one do- 
over, it would be, I would not have 
appointed Jeff Sessions to be at¬ 
torney general,” Trump said in 
an interview on NBC’s “Meet the 
Press.” 

Trump won 62% of the vote in 
Alabama in 2016. 


JUBC 

^^mu^TRAVEL SERVICE 

Cheapest fares 



+49 621 72920 
www.abctraveLde 


























Page 12 


mmumaWM 


Stars and Stripes 


Wednesday, October 30,2019 


NATION _ 

Guilty plea in Md. newspaper shooting 


By Brian Witte 

AND Michael Kunzelman 
Associated Press 

ANNAPOLIS, Md. — A Mary¬ 
land man pleaded guilty Monday 
in the slayings of five employees 
at an Annapolis newspaper, and 
a jury is expected to hear testi¬ 
mony next month about whether 
he was not responsible by reason 
of insanity. 

Jarrod Ramos pleaded guilty in 
the 2018 massacre at the Capital 
Gazette newspaper. Judge Laura 
Ripken accepted his plea Monday 
afternoon. 

Ripken said she determined 
that Ramos “freely, knowingly 
and voluntarily” waived his right 
to a jury trial to determine his 
guilt or innocence. 

Wearing green jail clothes and 
a long beard, Ramos stood in 
court and repeatedly answered 
“that is correct” when asked by 
the judge whether he understood 
he was giving up his right to the 
first phase of his trial to deter¬ 
mine whether he committed the 
crimes. 

“Yes, I am,” Ramos said, when 
asked if he was guilty of all 23 
courts in an indictment, includ¬ 
ing first-degree murder, attempt¬ 
ed murder, assault and other 
charges. 


Newspaper employees and vic¬ 
tims’ relatives who attended the 
hearing held hands and wiped 
at tears during the proceeding 
in Anne Arundel County Circuit 
Court. 

Rachael Pacella, a Capital Ga¬ 
zette staffer who survived the 
shooting by hiding between file 
cabinets and was injured while 
trying to escape, said Ramos’ 
guilty plea brought a “big emo¬ 
tional relief” for her. 

“I definitely feel a little bit bet¬ 
ter and a little bit lighter after this 
plea,” she said. 

Rick Hutzell, the newspaper’s 
editor, said he hopes Ramos’ 
guilty plea provides some comfort 
to the survivors of the shootings 
and relatives of the five employ¬ 
ees who were killed. But he said 
he doesn’t know if it brings any 
justice. 

“There is no justice for the 
dead,” Hutzell said. 

Phil Davis, a former Capital 
Gazette reporter who survived 
the shooting and now works as a 
reporter at The Baltimore Sun, 
told reporters outside the court¬ 
house while the case isn’t over, 
“there’s a certain level of closure 
that this brings.” 

“Having to not go through this 
part of the trial, which would 
have been an argument of his 


guilt, certainly seems validat¬ 
ing,” Davis said. 

Ramos, 39, had originally 
pleaded not guilty and not crimi¬ 
nally responsible. The latter term 
is Maryland’s version of an insan¬ 
ity defense. 

The judge said at a pretrial 
hearing last week that a report 
from the state health department 
has found Ramos to be legally 
sane. Attorneys for Ramos have 
said experts on the defense team 
reached a different conclusion. 

Under Maryland law, a defen¬ 
dant has the burden to show by 
a preponderance of the evidence 
that he is not criminally respon¬ 
sible for his actions. State law 
says a defendant is not criminally 
responsible for criminal conduct 
if, because of a mental disorder 
or developmental disabilities, he 
lacked substantial capacity to 
appreciate the criminality of his 
conduct. 

If Ramos were found not crimi¬ 
nally responsible, he would be 
committed to a maximum-secu¬ 
rity psychiatric hospital. 

The judge had granted a request 
from defense attorneys to hold the 
trial in two phases — the first to 
determine whether he committed 
the crimes and the second to de¬ 
cide whether he wasn’t criminal¬ 
ly responsible. The guilty pleas 


Monday means the case will go 
straight to the second phase. 

According to the state’s attor¬ 
ney, jury selection is expected to 
start Wednesday. The proceeding 
to determine whether Ramos is 
criminally responsible will begin 
in November. 

Authorities say Ramos stormed 
the newspaper office in June 2018 
with a shotgun and killed John 
McNamara, Wendi Winters, Re¬ 
becca Smith, Gerald Fischman 
and Rob Hiaasen. 

Much of the rampage was cap¬ 
tured on video surveillance, which 
the judge ruled earlier this month 
could be used at trial. The video 
shows Ramos testing a flashlight 
and laser sighting on a shotgun 
before he blasted his way through 
a locked door to begin the attack, 
said Anne Colt Leitess, the state’s 
attorney prosecuting the case. 

Leitess recounted in a state¬ 
ment of facts how Ramos had 
sealed a back door to prevent peo¬ 
ple from escaping. 

Survivors had to step over the 
body of Winters as authorities 
led them out, Leitess said. Win¬ 
ters had charged at Ramos with a 
trash can and recycling bin dur¬ 
ing the attack, Leitess added. 

Before the shooting, Ramos 
had been accused of harassing 
the Capital Gazette’s staff in con- 



Anne Arundel Police/AP 


Jarrod Ramos pleaded guilty but 
not criminally responsible by 
reason of insanity in the shooting 
deaths of five employees of the 
Capital Gazette newspaper in 
Annapolis in 2018. 

nection with a defamation suit he 
filed against the newspaper in 
2012, authorities have said. The 
suit was thrown out. 

Police say they arrested Ramos 
after the shooting as he hid under 
a desk in the newsroom. 

Leitess described how Ramos 
gave himself up to police. 

“I surrender. I surrender. I’m 
your shooter,” Ramos said, ac¬ 
cording to Leitess’ statement of 
facts. 


Ariz. official 
suspended over 
adoption scheme 


Associated Press 

PHOENIX — An elected official in Arizona 
was suspended Monday after he was charged 
with running a human smuggling scheme that 
brought pregnant women from the Marshall 
Islands to the US. to give birth and then paid 
them to give up their children for adoption. 

Leaders in Arizona’s most populous county 
suspended Assessor Paul Petersen without 
pay for 120 days. The Maricopa County Board 
of Supervisors doesn’t have the power to per¬ 
manently remove him from his office, which 
determines the value of properties for tax pur¬ 
poses in Phoenix and its suburbs. 

Petersen, who is in federal custody, has so 
far refused to resign since his arrest on Oct. 
8. His lawyer, Kurt Altman, said Petersen will 
fight to keep the $77,000-a-year job he was last 
elected to in 2016. 

Petersen, a Republican, has been indicted 
in federal court in Arkansas and also charged 
in Arizona and Utah with crimes that include 
human smuggling, sale of a child, fraud, 
forgery and conspiracy to commit money 
laundering. 

The criminal case spans three years and 
involves some 75 adoptions, authorities said, 
with about 30 adoptions pending in three 
states. 

Petersen is accused of illegally paying 
women from the Marshall Islands to have their 
babies in the United States and give them up 
for adoption. The women were crammed into 
homes owned or rented by Petersen, some¬ 
times with little to no prenatal care, court 
documents say. 

Petersen charged families $25,000 to 
$40,000 per adoption, prosecutors said. 

Petersen completed a mission in the Mar¬ 
shall Islands, a collection of atolls and islands 
in the eastern Pacific, for The Church of Jesus 



Maricopa County (Ariz.)Sheriff’s Office/AP 


Maricopa County Assessor Paul Petersen is 
accused of illegally paying women from the 
Marshall Islands to have their babies in the 
United States and give them up for adoption. 

Christ of Latter-day Saints. He later worked in 
the islands and the US. on behalf of an inter¬ 
national adoption agency before going to law 
school and becoming an adoption attorney. 

The Board of Supervisors said Monday that 
Arizona law allows it to suspend Petersen for 
“neglect of duty,” citing his absence from the 
office during his incarceration and limited ac¬ 
cess to phone and email. 

An audit of Petersen’s office also found files 
from his adoption business on his county com¬ 
puter, which can’t be used for personal busi¬ 
ness, the supervisors said. 

The audit also showed several calls made 
from Petersen’s desk phone or county-pro¬ 
vided cellphone to Arkansas, Jamaica and the 
Philippines over the past six years and about 
30 emails related to adoptions since Petersen 
became assessor in 2013. 

Board Chairman Bill Gates said the super¬ 
visors will look to appoint someone to fill Pe¬ 
tersen’s position during the suspension. 


Texas police arrest 
1 in shooting at party 


Associated Press 

GREENVILLE, Texas — A man sus¬ 
pected of opening fire at an off-campus 
college party in Texas, killing two peo¬ 
ple and injuring 12 others, was arrested 
Monday. 

Brandon Ray Gonzales, 23, of Green¬ 
ville, Texas, was 
taken into custody 
less than 48 hours 
after Saturday’s 
shooting. Hunt 
County Sheriff 
Randy Meeks said. 

Gonzales, who was 
arrested at the auto 
dealership where 
he worked, was 
booked into the 
Hunt County jail 
on a charge of capital murder of mul¬ 
tiple persons. Bond was set at $1 mil¬ 
lion. In a television interview Monday, 
Gonzales maintained he is innocent. 

The shooting happened around mid¬ 
night Saturday outside Greenville, 15 
miles southwest of a satellite campus 
of the Texas A&M University System. 
Authorities believe the shooter may 
have been targeting just one person at 
the party of about 750 people, and that 
others may have been shot at random, 
Meeks has said. 

Kevin Berry Jr., of Dallas, and Byron 
Craven Jr., of Arlington, both 23, were 
killed, authorities said. 

The shooting took place at a Hallow¬ 
een and homecoming party for Texas 
A&M University-Commerce at a facil¬ 
ity called The Party Venue, according 
to Meeks, though officials said it was 


not a school-sanctioned event. 

Authorities believe the shooter en¬ 
tered the venue, which sits along a 
highway in a rural area some 2.5 miles 
from the Greenville city limits, through 
the back door and began firing with a 
handgun, Meeks said. It was “complete 
chaos” after the shots rang out, with 
hundreds of people, including the gun¬ 
man, fleeing, the sheriff said. 

In an interview from the Hunt Coun¬ 
ty jail in Greenville, Texas, Gonzales 
told WFAA-TV that he was at the party 
dressed as a security guard but that he 
was in his car outside the party hall 
when the gunfire erupted. He said he 
has witnesses who can corroborate his 
whereabouts, but he wouldn’t identify 
those witnesses in the interview. 

Of the 12 people injured, six were 
shot and six were trampled or hurt by 
glass, authorities said. Five remained 
in the hospital — one in critical condi¬ 
tion and four in good condition — on 
Monday, Meeks said. 

The shooting came as Texas A&M 
University-Commerce, about 60 miles 
northeast of Dallas, celebrated home¬ 
coming weekend. According to its web¬ 
site, it is the second-largest university 
in the Texas A&M University System. 

After a vigil for Berry on Sunday 
night at a Dallas park, at least one per¬ 
son opened fire. Dallas police said no 
one was injured but several vehicles 
were reported damaged. 

Texas A&M University-Commerce 
postponed a gathering Monday after¬ 
noon featuring student and faith-based 
leaders along with counselors. Univer¬ 
sity officials did not elaborate. 



Gonzales 
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Corey Lowenstein, The (Raleigh, N.C.) News & Observer/AP 


North Carolina Republican state Sens. Dan Soucek, left, and Brent Jackson review historical maps in February 2016. North Carolina judges 
on Monday blocked the state’s congressional map from being used in the 2020 elections, agreeing with a lawsuit that claimed extreme 
gerrymandering. 


Ruling blocks use of NC congressional map 


By Gary D. Robertson 

Associated Press 

RALEIGH, N.C. — North Car¬ 
olina judges on Monday blocked 
the state’s congressional map 
from being used in the 2020 elec¬ 
tions, ruling that voters had a 
strong likelihood of winning a 
lawsuit that argued Republicans 
unlawfully manipulated district 
lines for partisan gain. 

The panel of three Superior 
Court judges issued a preliminary 
injunction preventing elections 
under the district lines, starting 
with the March 3 primary. 

The judges halted the use of 
these districts less than two 
months after they struck down 
state House and Senate districts. 
There they found extreme po¬ 
litical manipulation of the lines 
similar to what voters suing over 
the congressional map also say 
occurred. 

In the ruling Monday, the 
judges — Paul Ridgeway, Alma 
Hinton and Joseph Crosswhite — 
agreed that “there is a substantial 
likelihood that plaintiffs will pre¬ 
vail on the merits of this action 
by showing beyond a reasonable 


doubt that the 2016 congressional 
districts are extreme partisan 
gerrymanders” in violation of the 
North Carolina Constitution. 

The judges gave no date by 
which a new map must be drawn, 
but suggested lawmakers could 
redraw them on their own quickly 
to ensure congressional primaries 
be held as scheduled. The State 
Board of Elections has said lines 
needed to be finalized by Dec. 15. 

“The court respectfully urges 
the General Assembly to adopt an 
expeditious process,” the judges 
wrote. 

Republican state legislators 
made plain when they drew that 
map that the lines were designed 
to help the GOP retain 10 of the 
state’s 13 congressional seats, but 
argued such strategies weren’t 
unlawful. Republican defendants 
in the lawsuit and three sitting 
GOP U.S. House members op¬ 
posed the injunction request. 

The judges’ ruling, which could 
be appealed, would likely lead 
to a map with more competitive 
districts for the November race 
— making it more difficult for na¬ 
tional Republicans to retake con¬ 
trol of the U.S. House. The lawsuit 


is being bankrolled by a national 
Democratic group led by former 
Attorney General Eric Holder. 

Democratic and unaffiliated 
voters who sued Sept. 27 sought 
the injunction before any trial is 
held on their partisan gerryman¬ 
dering claims. They said the case 
was extremely similar to a suc¬ 
cessful lawsuit over state legisla¬ 
tive districts. 

“For nearly a decade. Repub¬ 
licans have forced the people of 
North Carolina to vote in districts 
that were manipulated for their 
own partisan advantage,” Hold¬ 
er said in a news release. “Now 
— finally — the era of Republican 
gerrymandering in the state is 
coming to an end.” 

Senate leader Phil Berger, a 
Republican, said he wasn’t sur¬ 
prised by the congressional rul¬ 
ing given the recent decision 
involving the legislative districts, 
calling it judicial activism and a 
“flawed approach to redistricting 
law.” Berger said he expected the 
legislature would likely redraw 
the map, but no decision has been 
made. 

The same three judges hear¬ 
ing the congressional case ruled 


in that case just two months ago, 
finding Republicans performed 
extreme political manipulation in 
those maps to ensure they could 
hold m^orities in almost any po¬ 
litical environment. Republicans 
were ordered to redraw those 
lines. Also Monday, the judges 
issued a separate ruling in the 
legislative case, upholding all 
of the changes that the General 
Assembly made to several dozen 
state House and Senate districts. 
The plaintiffs who sued there 
had wanted a third-party expert 
to step in and rework 19 House 
districts. 

In the current congressional 
lawsuit, the plaintiffs’ attorneys 
convinced the judges that evi¬ 
dence already accumulated from 
separate federal litigation chal¬ 
lenging the congressional lines 
shows they are likely to succeed 
in the state case. 

The federal case went all the 
way to the U.S. Supreme Court, 
which decided 5-4 in June that 
federal courts would not get in¬ 
volved in partisan redistrict¬ 
ing claims. But the justices left 
the door open for state courts to 
intervene. 


Feds: Brothers with alleged Hezbollah ties are ‘dangerous’ 


Associated Press 

MINNEAPOLIS — Federal 
prosecutors say two brothers 
charged with conspiring to ex¬ 
port drone parts and technology 
from the U.S. to Iranian-backed 
Hezbollah militia in Lebanon are 
“dangerous” and should remain 
in custody while they await trial, 
according to a court document 
filed Monday. 

Usama and Issam Hamade 


are charged with conspiracy to 
violate U.S. export laws. Usama 
Hamade is also charged with 
smuggling. Prosecutors say that 
from 2009 to 2013, the Lebanese 
brothers repeatedly acquired so¬ 
phisticated technology for drones 
then illegally exported them to 
Hezbollah, which the U.S. consid¬ 
ers a terrorist organization. 

The Hamades were arrested 
in February 2018 in South Africa 


and were recently extradited to 
the U.S. They were scheduled to 
appear in a federal court in Min¬ 
nesota on Tuesday for a hearing 
to determine whether they will 
be released pending trial. A third 
defendant, Samir Ahmed Berro, 
remains at large. 

An attorney for Issam Hamade 
said in a court filing that his client 
was a member of the Lebanese 
Armed Forces, not Hezbollah. 


An attorney for Usama Hamade 
made no comment ahead of Tues¬ 
day’s hearing. 

According to an indictment, the 
parts included inertial measure¬ 
ment units, which can be used to 
track an aircraft’s position, and 
digital compasses, which can be 
paired with the inertial measure¬ 
ment units for drone guidance 
systems. The parts also included a 
jet engine and 20 piston engines. 


Judge 
blocks 
abortion 
law in Ala. 

By Kim Chandler 

Associated Press 

MONTGOMERY, Ala. — A 
federal judge on Tuesday blocked 
Alabama’s near-total abortion 
ban from taking effect next 
month, saying the law, part of 
wave of abortion restrictions by 
conservative states, is clearly 
unconstitutional. 

U.S. District Judge Myron 
Thompson issued an expected 
preliminary injunction block¬ 
ing Alabama from enforcing the 
law that would make performing 
an abortion a felony in almost 
all cases. The ruling came after 
abortion providers sued to block 
the law from taking effect Nov. 
15. 

“Alabama’s abortion ban con¬ 
travenes clear Supreme Case 
Court precedent,” Thompson 
wrote in an accompanying opin¬ 
ion. “It violates the right of an 
individual to privacy, to make 
choices central to personal dig¬ 
nity and autonomy. It diminishes 
the capacity of women to act in 
society, and to make reproduc¬ 
tive decisions. It defies the United 
States Constitution.” 

Energized by new conserva¬ 
tives on the US. Supreme Court, 
Alabama and other conservative 
states have attempted to enact 
new restrictions on abortion in 
the hopes of getting Supreme 
Court justices to reconsider Roe 
V. Wade, the landmark 1973 de¬ 
cision that legalized abortion 
nationwide. 

A number of states attempted 
to ban abortion once a fetal heart¬ 
beat is detected. The Alabama 
law went further by attempting to 
ban almost all abortions with no 
exceptions for cases of rape and 
incest. 

Passed by the Republican-led 
legislature, the 2019 Alabama 
Human Life Protection Act would 
make performing an abortion at 
any stage of pregnancy a felony 
punishable by up to 99 years or 
life in prison for the abortion pro¬ 
vider. The only exceptions would 
be when there is a serious health 
risk to the mother or the fetus has 
a lethal anomaly that would cause 
it to die shortly after birth. 

None of the state bans has taken 
effect. Some have already been 
blocked, and elsewhere courts 
are considering requests to put 
them on hold while legal chal¬ 
lenges play out. 

Both sides had anticipated the 
Alabama law would be blocked by 
a federal judge since it defies cur¬ 
rent Supreme Court precedent. 

Supporters of the Alabama 
law have also said they hope to 
eventually convince the U.S. Su¬ 
preme Court to roll back abortion 
rights. 
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Oozing into town 

Stretchy, lovable slime taking up 
residence in New York City museum 



Photos by Mary Altaffer/AP 


Sara Schiller stretches cloud slime during a preview of the Sloomoo Institute in New York last week. 



The Sloomoo Institute in New York is an immersive, 8,000-square-foot museum dedicated to slime. 


By Leanne Italie 
Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Slime, the be¬ 
dazzled, stretchy sensation that 
has spawned its own social media 
influencers and fans of all ages, is 
taking up residence in New York 
City. 

An immersive, museum dedi¬ 
cated to all things slime opened 
Friday for a nearly six-month cel¬ 
ebration complete with a sticky 
barefoot lake walk and DIY bar. 
There’s also the opportunity to 
don goggles and a poncho and 
get doused in the stuff that has a 
big following but a questionable 
impact when it comes to disposal 
and the environment. 

The brainchild of Karen Robi- 
novitz, Sara Schiller and Toni 
Ko, the so-called Sloomoo Insti¬ 
tute is the latest in Instagram- 
friendly pop-ups (hello “Friends” 
25th anniversary and Museum 
of Ice Cream) to hit New York 
and then travel to other locales. 
Why Sloomoo? There’s a thing 
in the slime community where 
you replace the vowels in your 
name with “oo,” so slime (equals) 
sloomoo. 

The idea, the co-founders said 
during a pre-opening tour, is sim¬ 
ple: To spread slime’s powers of 
rejuvenation and relaxation. 

Skeptical? There’s a nook with 
an EEG machine to actually show 
your brain on slime. 

There’s also a glow-in-the-dark 
cove and an ASMR tunnel for 
slime’s visual and auditory quali¬ 
ties, further ballyhooing the rest¬ 
ful and spine-tingly autonomous 
sensory meridian response that 
has exploded in no-talking videos 
on YouTube. 

“The social media aspect of 
slime has really shown commu¬ 
nity,” Robinovitz said. “There’s a 
lot of sensibility in the world that 
social media can isolate people. 
What we’ve seen in the slime 
world is that people are coming 
together.” 

There are slime conventions, 
online shops and meet-and-greets 
with top influencers that draw 



cotton candy are among the 
scents available in the build 
a slime bar at the Sloomoo 
Institute in New \brk. 


thousands of fans at a time. 

Nichole Jackylne, 23, of Grand 
Rapids, Mich., is a top slimer en¬ 
listed by Sloomoo. She’s been on 
YouTube since 2013, taking on 
fashion and other content before 
she settled on slime nearly three 
years ago. 

“I found out how to make slime 
on Pinterest and just went from 
there,” Jackylne said as she sat 
in the museum’s front window 
with a huge tub of pink slime on 
her lap, rows of Elmer’s glue gal¬ 
lon jugs on shelves behind her. “I 
never thought, even for a million 
years, that I would be making a 
living off slime.” 

Jackylne brings in between 
$5,000 and $10,000 a month from 
merchandise and slime-making 
supplies she sells online. That 
doesn’t take into account her 
YouTube ad income and partner¬ 
ships. She has nearly a million 
followers on YouTube. 

“I consider myself more of a 
slime lifestyle personality,” Jack¬ 
ylne said. “I don’t just post slime. 
I try to keep it about my person¬ 
ality, so I’ll film blogs of myself 
shopping for slime supplies or 
just out in the public making 
slime content.” 

Not exclusively solid or liquid, 
slime is often made — to the bane 
of germophobes and neatnik par¬ 
ents — by mixing the mineral- 
based cleaning product Borax, 
glue and water, along with liquid 
scents, coloring and “toppings” 
that are all the rage, including 
tiny toys and plastic-based glitter. 
Some variations are made with 
clay. 

The varieties and scents are 
endless. Noting glitter and other 
potential eco-foes were deliber¬ 
ately left out of Sloomoo’s slime, 
Robinovitz showed off varieties 
that pull like weightless clouds 
(fake snow is mixed in), crackle 
because of plastic beads inside 
or shine with a high gloss and a 
tough pull. 

At the DIY bar, where 8 ounces 
of slime is included in the $38 
base ticket price, scents include 
banana cream pie, Froot Loops 
and prickly pear. The get-slimed 
experience is $30 extra. 

Hand wipes are liberally dis¬ 
tributed throughout Sloomoo with 
the plea that people use them be¬ 
fore and after touching the huge 
bowls of slime placed along a 
walking route. The slime will be 
changed throughout each day. 

Michelle Diaz, 36, the mother 
of two girls — 16 and 11 — regu¬ 
larly makes slime at home. Does 
she mind the mess? 

“I do but it’s inevitable some¬ 
times,” she laughed as she and her 
oldest daughter, lyanna, peaked 
into Sloomoo’s window as Jack¬ 
ylne stretched and twirled her 
creation. “We make it different 
ways, with stuff out of your cup¬ 
board, from flour to Vaseline. But 
I don’t do Play-Doh, because Play- 
Doh gets stuck. The slime doesn’t 


really get stuck on anything.” 

Technically speaking, slime is 
a cross-linked polymer scientifi¬ 
cally known as a “non-Newtonian 
fluid.” Its history stretches back 
to the 1830s, when polymer sci¬ 
ence originated and Nathaniel 
Hayward and Friedrich Luders- 
dorf concluded that adding sulfur 
to raw, natural rubber prevented 
it from getting sticky. 

As toys, and in TV and film, 
slime has been a part of the cul¬ 
tural landscape for decades. Silly 
Putty went to the moon on Apollo 
8 in 1968. The 1962 movie “Son 


of Flubber” starred goopy slime 
that could fly and spawned a toy 
product called Flubber, but it 
made people sick and was yanked 
from the market, according to a 
timeline on two walls at Sloomoo. 

Mattel launched a jiggly slime 
as a toy in 1976. It came in a plas¬ 
tic garbage can. 

Nickelodeon has been all in on 
slime for years, since it rebroad¬ 
cast a Canadian show, “You Can’t 
Do that On Television,” starting 
in the 1980s. The show slimed 
participants who answered ques¬ 
tions with “I don’t know.” The 


network launched its own slimy 
show, “Double Dare,” in 1986 and 
has been sliming celebrity win¬ 
ners of its Kids’ Choice Awards 
since 1987. 

In 2014, slime videos from 
Thailand spread around the 
globe and the DIY slime phenom¬ 
enon took off, particularly among 
young girls. 

“When Nichole Jackylne does 
events there are girls lined up to 
meet her,” Robinovitz said, “be¬ 
cause they love her slime and they 
love what she stands for, which is 
truly representing joy.” 
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Masked gunmen 
shoot protesters 
in Iraq holy city 


By Zeina Karam 
AND Joseph Krauss 
Associated Press 

Masked gunmen opened fire at 
Iraqi protesters in the Shiite holy 
city of Karbala on Tuesday, kill¬ 
ing 18 people and wounding hun¬ 
dreds, security officials said, in 
one of the deadliest single attacks 
on protesters since anti-govern¬ 
ment demonstrations erupted 
earlier this month. 

The attack, which happened 
overnight, came as Iraqis took to 
the streets for a fifth consecutive 
day, protesting their government’s 
corruption, lack of services and 
other grievances. 

The bloodshed in Karbala, a 
m^or pilgrimage site where a re¬ 
vered Shiite figure was killed in 
a 7th century battle, could mark 
a turning point in the demonstra¬ 
tions in which 240 people have 
been killed so far this month. 

It was not immediately clear 
who was behind the attack, and 
protesters said they did not know 
whether the masked men were 
riot police, special forces or Iran- 
linked militias. Protesters said 
Iraqi soldiers had been stationed 
around the protest site but with¬ 
drew after the attackers began 
firing tear gas and live fire. 

Amid a clampdown by security 
forces, it was difficult to piece 
together what exactly prompted 
the attack, although eyewitnesses 
told The Associated Press that 
masked gunmen opened fire on 
the camp. There were differing 
accounts and death tolls and de¬ 
tails were still emerging. 

The provincial governor, Nassif 
al-Khutabi, denied that any pro¬ 
testers were killed but said there 
were some injuries among secu¬ 
rity forces. 

He said videos that had spread 
online were fabricated and not 
from Karbala. Footage circulat¬ 
ing online purporting to show the 
aftermath of the attack showed 
fires and people running away to 
the backdrop of heavy gunfire. 
His description contradicted that 
of people who were at the scene. 

An AP video showed a night¬ 
time fire and young protesters, 
some of them taking cellphone 
footage, as gunfire echoes in the 
background. An ambulance can 
be seen trying to drive amid the 
chaos, and Iraqi security forces 
arriving at the scene. 

The protests across Iraq, lead¬ 
erless and largely spontaneous, 
have been met with bullets and 
tear gas by security forces from 
the first day. 

At least 73 protesters — not 
including the latest fatalities in 
Karbala — have been killed since 
anti-government demonstrations 
resumed on Friday, after 149 were 
killed during an earlier wave of 
protests this month. 


Tuesday’s attack happened 
in Karbala’s Education Square, 
where protesters had set up tents 
for their sit-in. 

One of the demonstrators said 
they were chanting slogans when 
an army unit arrived, and that 
they gave the soldiers flowers and 
had friendly interactions with 
them. Then 


We saw 
masked 
men 
dressed 
all in black 
and they 
fired iive 
buiiets 


tear gas can¬ 
isters came 
spiraling into 
the square, 
fired from the 
streets and 
alleys behind 
the soldiers, 
who then 
withdrew. 

“We saw 
masked men 


toward the dressed all 
m m black and 
square. they fired live 
Iraqi protester bullets toward 
the square,” 
the protester said. “People fell 
dead and wounded right next to 
me. We tried to escape but when 
we fled into the alleys we ran into 
moving checkpoints set up by 
these forces. They arrested peo¬ 
ple and searched their phones for 
video of what had happened.” 

Another witness said hundreds 
of protesters were in the encamp¬ 
ment when someone opened fire 
from a passing car. Then, masked 
gunmen in black plainclothes ar¬ 
rived and started shooting at the 
protesters, and tents caught fire. 

Both witnesses spoke on con¬ 
dition of anonymity, fearing re¬ 
prisal. Iraqi security officials 
confirmed the death toll, speak¬ 
ing on condition of anonymity be¬ 
cause they were not authorized to 
talk to reporters. 

Karbala, along with Baghdad 
and cities across southern Iraq, 
has been gripped by a wave of 
anti-government protests which 
have often turned violent, with 
security forces opening fire and 
protesters torching government 
buildings and headquarters of 
Iran-backed militias. 

The demonstrations have 
erupted in Shiite-mqjority areas 
and have been directed at the 
Shiite-dominated government 
and Shiite political parties and 
militias, many of which are sup¬ 
ported by neighboring Iran. 

Karbala is one of the holiest 
places in Shiite Islam, where 
Hussein, the grandson of the 
Prophet Muhammad, was killed 
in battle in A.D. 680, a formative 
event in the schism between Shi¬ 
ite and Sunni Muslims. Hundreds 
of thousands of Shiites flock to 
the city every year to commemo¬ 
rate his martyrdom. 

The overwhelming majority of 
the residents in Karbala and the 
city’s security forces are Shiite. 



Bilal Hussein/AP 

Lebanese riot policemen arrest a Hezbollah supporter during a protest Tuesday in Beirut, Lebanon. Riot 
police responded after angry locals attacked anti-government protesters who were blocking a main road. 


Lebanon PM resigns amid crisis 


By Andrea Rosa 
AND Bilal Hussein 
Associated Press 

BEIRUT — Lebanon’s prime 
minister resigned Tuesday, bow¬ 
ing to one of the central demands 
of anti-government demonstra¬ 
tors shortly after baton-wielding 
Hezbollah supporters rampaged 
through the main protest camp in 
Beirut, torching tents, smashing 
plastic chairs and chasing away 
protesters. 

The demonstrators later re¬ 
turned to the camp in time to 
hear the news that Prime Min¬ 
ister Saad Hariri announced he 
would step down after hitting a 
“dead end” in trying to resolve 
the crisis, which has paralyzed 
the country for nearly two weeks. 
The protesters erupted in cheers 
at the news. 

The Hezbollah rampage 
marked a violent turning point in 
Lebanon’s protests, which have 
called for the resignation of the 
government and the overthrow of 
the political class that has domi¬ 
nated the country since the 1975- 
90 civil war. The government is 
dominated by factions allied with 


Hezbollah, the most powerful 
armed group in the country. 

Hariri had reluctantly worked 
with those factions as part of a 
national unity government that 
had failed to address an increas¬ 
ingly severe economic and fiscal 
crisis. 

“I tried all this time to find an 
exit and listen to the voice of the 
people and protect the country 
from the security and economic 
dangers,” Hariri said. “Today, to 
be honest with you, I have hit a 
dead end, and it is time for a big 
shock to confront the crisis.” 

A proposed tax on the What- 
sApp messenger service ignited 
protests on Oct. 17, sending hun¬ 
dreds of thousands of people into 
the streets in the largest demon¬ 
strations in more than a decade. 
The protests soon widened to in¬ 
clude other economic issues. 

They were largely peaceful, 
with only occasional minor scuf¬ 
fles with security forces, but that 
changed early Tuesday, when 
groups of men began confront¬ 
ing protesters who were blocking 
roads. 

The men initially presented 
themselves as disgruntled resi¬ 


dents frustrated by the country’s 
paralysis, but they later could be 
heard chanting, “At your service, 
Hussein,” a Shiite religious slo¬ 
gan, and “God, Nasrallah, and the 
whole Dahiyeh,” referring to He¬ 
zbollah leader Hassan Nasrallah 
and the group’s stronghold in the 
southern suburbs of Beirut. 

They launched their attack 
about midday on the main protest 
camp in Beirut where demonstra¬ 
tors have been staying for nearly 
two weeks. The rallies swell at 
night, but there were only a few 
dozen protesters in the square 
when the Hezbollah supporters 
arrived. 

Soldiers and riot police initially 
moved in to separate the groups 
but were unable to prevent the 
Hezbollah supporters from 
storming Martyrs’ Square in cen¬ 
tral Beirut, the main protest site. 
Hezbollah supporters lashed out 
at reporters covering the melee, 
kicking some of them and reach¬ 
ing for their cameras. 

It was unclear how many peo¬ 
ple were wounded. Fights broke 
out in places and security forces 
could be seen beating some peo¬ 
ple with batons. 


Weapons pullback starts in east Ukraine 


Associated Press 

KYIV, Ukraine — Ukrainian 
officials and Russian-backed sep¬ 
aratists both announced Tuesday 
they have begun pulling back 
weapons in Ukraine’s war-torn 
east, a step they hope unblocks a 
stalled peace process. 

The reports follow Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelenskiy’s 
visit to the area, where he con¬ 
fronted armed veterans who 
came there to try to hamper the 
weapons pullback. 

Foreign Minister Vadym Prys- 
taiko told Ukrainian media that 
the much-anticipated disengage¬ 


ment between government troops 
and separatists kicked off earlier 
in the day. 

Across the front line, Rodion 
Miroshnik, a separatist official 
in the Luhansk region, was also 
quoted as saying the pullback was 
underway. 

The heavy weapons disengage¬ 
ment in eastern Ukraine, which 
was delayed for weeks, is seen as 
the final hurdle before the lead¬ 
ers of Ukraine, Russia, France 
and Germany can get together to 
discuss a peace settlement for the 
conflict that has claimed more 
than 13,000 lives since 2014. 

The commitment of Zelenskiy’s 


government to pull back heavy 
weapons in the east has triggered 
streets protests in the capital of 
Kyiv and other Ukrainian cities. 
Many Ukrainians fear the move 
opens the door to concessions to 
Russia, which has been funding 
the rebels and regularly sending 
its troops across the border. 

Russia denies these claims. 

Vladislav Surkov, an adviser 
to Russian President Vladimir 
Putin, told the Tass news agen¬ 
cy that the pullback was “good 
news” and said the much-antici¬ 
pated summit could take place 
if a weapons pullback in another 
location goes ahead as well. 
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Britain moves closer to December election 


By Danica Kirka 
AND Jill Lawess 
Associated Press 

LONDON — The leader of the 
U.K.’s opposition Labour Party 
told fellow lawmakers Tuesday 
that he’ll back an early election 
for Britain now that the prospect 
of crashing out of the European 
Union without a deal has been 
taken off the table. 

The move by Jeremy Corbyn 
all but guarantees the country 
will face its first December elec¬ 
tion since 1923. 

Corbyn’s remarks came only 
hours before British Prime Min¬ 
ister Boris Johnson was set to 


once again ask lawmakers to 
approve an early election, say¬ 
ing voters must have the chance 
to break the Brexit deadlock in 
Parliament. 

“We have now heard from 
the EU that the extension of Ar¬ 
ticle 50 to January 31 has been 
confirmed, so for the next three 
months, our condition of taking 
no-deal off the table has now been 
met,” Corbyn said. “We will now 
launch the most ambitious and 
radical campaign for real change 
our country has ever seen.” 

In an effort to blunt opposition 
to an early vote, the government 
said Monday it would delay fur¬ 
ther consideration of the EU di¬ 


vorce deal until after the election. 
The government wants a Dec. 12 
election. 

Johnson on Monday had ac¬ 
cused opponents of betraying 
voters’ decision to leave the EU 
and said that without an early 
election, the government would 
be like Charlie Brown, “endlessly 
running up to kick the ball only to 
have Parliament whisk it away.” 

“We cannot continue with this 
endless delay,” he said. 

Two opposition parties, the 
Liberal Democrats and Scottish 
National Party, had proposed an 
even earlier election date in hopes 
that there wouldn’t be enough 
time for the government to push 


through its Brexit bill before Par¬ 
liament is suspended ahead of the 
election. 

The two parties say they will 
consider Johnson’s latest propos¬ 
al, though they still prefer a Dec. 
9 election. 

“It cannot be the 12th,” said 
Liberal Democrat lawmaker 
Chuka Ummuna, who suggested 
his party could accept a compro¬ 
mise date of Dec. 10 or 11. 

“We will see what else they 
come forward with,” he said. “We 
have got to break the gridlock.” 

Johnson took office in July 
vowing to “get Brexit done” after 
his predecessor, Theresa May, re¬ 
signed in defeat. 


Parliament had rejected her 
divorce deal three times, and the 
EU had delayed Britain’s sched¬ 
uled March 29 departure, first 
to April, and then to the end of 
October. 

The EU on Monday agreed to 
extend the Brexit deadline for 
a third time, this time until Jan. 
31. 

Johnson, who said just weeks 
ago that he would “rather be dead 
in a ditch” than postpone the 
U.K.’s leaving date past Oct. 31, 
was forced to seek the extension 
on Parliament’s orders to avoid a 
no-deal Brexit, which would dam¬ 
age the economies of both Britain 
and the EU. 


Russia, Cuba rebuild ties that frayed after Cold War 



Dmitry Astakhov, Sputnik, Government Pool Photo/AP 


By Andrea Rodriguez 

Associated Press 

HAVANA — Over the last year Russia 
has sent Cuba 1,000 minibuses, 50 locomo¬ 
tives, tens of thousands of tourists and a 
promise to upgrade the island’s power grid 
with a multi-million dollar improvement 
plan. 

Russian-Cuban trade has more than 
doubled since 2013, to an expected $500 
million this year, mostly in Russian ex¬ 
ports to Cuba. And a string of high-ranking 
Russian officials have visited their former 
ally in the Caribbean, including Prime 
Minister Dmitry Medvedev. On Tuesday, 
Cuban President Miguel Diaz-Canel lands 
in Moscow for meetings with officials in¬ 
cluding President Vladimir Putin, with the 
expectation that they will move forward on 
deals for more trade and cooperation. 

Russian-Cuban ties are far from the Cold 
War era of near-total Cuban dependence 
on the Soviet bloc, which saw this island as 
a forward operating base in the Americas 
then largely abandoned it in the 1990s. But 
observers of Cuban and Russian foreign 
policy say there is a significant warming 
between the former partners prompted in 
part by the Trump administration’s rever¬ 
sal of President Barack Obama’s opening 
to Cuba. Cuba and Russia are also heavily 
supporting Venezuelan President Nicolas 
Maduro, whom the US. has been trying to 
overthrow. 

“We did make huge mistakes in the 1990s 
while turning our backs on Cuba. That time 
is definitely over, and I’m absolutely sure 
that our relations deserve better attention 
from Russia,” said Konstantin Kosachev, 
the head of the foreign affairs committee 
in the upper house of the Russian parlia¬ 
ment. “They deserve more investments 
from Russia both in terms of finances and 
equipment of course, but also human re¬ 
sources. And definitely we should assist, 
we should help, Cuba; we should support 
Cuba as long as it’s discriminated against, 
as long as it’s sanctioned, as long as it’s 
blockaded by the United States.” 

Neither country provides many details 
about their improving relations, but Rus¬ 
sian products being exported to Cuba in¬ 
clude new-model Lada automobiles and 
Kamaz trucks. There’s a new Cuban-Rus- 
sian joint venture to produce construction 
materials, and when Medvedev visited 
Cuba this month, he inaugurated a petro¬ 
leum products plant and signed deals to 
repair three Soviet-era power plants. 

As tourism from the US. slackens, Rus¬ 
sian visits rose 30% in 2018, to 137,000. 


“Russia is trying to preserve the zone of 
influence it had during the era of the So¬ 
viet Union, looking for partners in Latin 
America and letting Washington know that 
it’s still a great power,” said Arturo Lopez- 
Levy, a Cuban-born assistant professor of 
international relations and politics at Holy 
Names University in Oakland, Calif “Cu¬ 
ba’s signing up for projects that can benefit 
it, and are already showing results on the 
island.” 

Russia is making no secret of its desire 
to play reliable partner to an island facing 
hostility from the United States, includ¬ 
ing sanctions on ships bringing oil from 
Venezuela. 

“It’s obvious, the US. desire to create a 
toxic atmosphere around cooperation with 
Cuba, to frighten investors and block the 
flow of energy,” Medvedev said during his 
trip to Havana. “Cuba can always count on 
Russia’s support.” 

During the 1960s, 1970s and ’80s, Cuba 
was filled with Soviet products and citi¬ 
zens, who worked alongside Cubans in 
chemical plants, mines and army bases. 


Moscow sent billions in aid before the fall 
of the Soviet Union caused a disastrous 
30% drop in gross domestic product. 

Cuba emerged with $35 billion in debt to 
the Soviet Union, 90% of which Russia for¬ 
gave in 2014, an event that Cuban-Russian 
anthropologist Dmitri Prieto Samsonov 


called the start of the modern era of rela¬ 
tions between the two countries. 

“Russia started to think more about its 
business and government interests and a 
new relationship with Cuba emerged on 
the foundation of the old brotherly rela¬ 
tions,” Prieto said. 
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Attorney general warns 
of word game scam 

lyu CONCORD — New 
Hampshire Attorney 
General Gordon MacDonald is 
telling residents to be aware of 
scammers targeting personal in¬ 
formation through the use of pop¬ 
ular phone-based word games, 
such as Words with Friends. 

The game’s app is downloaded 
for players to take turns building 
words in a crossword-style fash¬ 
ion, similar to Scrabble. 

Authorities said scammers use 
the app’s communication func¬ 
tion to ask users questions to gain 
personal information that’s used 
to exploit the individual. They say 
scammers also try to seek a per¬ 
sonal or romantic connection and 
urge the user to send gift cards, 
money and valuable property. 

Scammers also will send harm¬ 
ful links and ask users to switch 
to other platforms that make it 
easier for the scammer to access 
the user’s personal information. 

Authorities say players should 
only communicate with people 
known to them. 

Police: Victim shot 
himself with flare gun 

Q O SIOUXFALLS—Sioux 
Falls police said a man 
accidentally shot himself in the 
leg with a modified flare gun. 

Police were called to a resi¬ 
dence Friday night about someone 
with a gunshot wound. Officers 
arrived and determined the man 
had accidentally shot himself 
with a modified flare gun. 

The man was taken to a hos¬ 
pital, where he was in stable 
condition. 

Police continue to investigate. 

Dad accused of injuring 
man at crash scene 

PI PEMBROKE PINES 
r L — Police said a South 
Florida man is accused of show¬ 
ing up at a crash scene involving 
his son and slamming the other 
driver to the pavement, resulting 
in a serious head injury. 

Pembroke Pines police said 
Ray Batten, 18, and Raul Umana, 
65, were involved in a crash Sun¬ 
day night. 

The South Florida SunSentinel 
reported both drivers contacted 
police. As officers were investi¬ 
gating, Pablo Batten, 46, arrived 
at the scene, grabbed Umana by 
the neck and “slammed” him to 
the ground. Umana was taken to 
a hospital for treatment. 

Pablo Batten was charged with 
aggravated battery on a person 
65 or older, and resisting arrest 
without violence. Bond was set at 
$10,000. A lawyer wasn’t listed on 
jail records. 

Voters to decide if King 
Boulevard will stay 

IWIO KANSAS CITY — 
IVI Kansas City, Mo., vot¬ 
ers will decide if a street named in 
honor of the Rev. Martin Luther 
King Jr. should keep that name or 
revert to its old one. 

Until January, the street 
through the city’s predominantly 
black east side was known as The 



David Goldman/AP 


Picture-perfect routine 

Destiny Stokes works on her laptop while sitting in a cafe in Atlanta on Friday. The freelance writer starts her day at 8:30 every morning 
with a cup of coffee and a croissant. “As a starving artist, it's so important to get a routine. I feel that's what stands between me and my 
financial independence, a consistent creative routine,” said Stokes, who is starting her own T-shirt line. 


THE CENSUS 


$1M 


The amount of money a former major league pitcher 
donated to help build the new baseball stadium at his 

alma mater. News outlets reported Rick Reed’s contri¬ 
bution will go toward a ballpark for Marshall University 
that is scheduled to open in March 2021 in Huntington, 
W.Va. The contribution was announced Saturday at a groundbreaking ceremony 
at the Chris Cline Athletic Complex. Reed is a Huntington native who pitched for 
Marshall in the mid-1980s and was drafted by the Pittsburgh Pirates in 1986. 


Paseo. The City Council voted to 
rename it after King, but many 
in the community want the old 
name back. The Kansas City Star 
reports that a petition drive put 
the issue on the Nov. 5 ballot. 

The members of a group called 
Save The Paseo said they want to 
honor King, but that the street is 
the wrong choice because of its 
historic importance to the city. 
Ministers who pushed for the ini¬ 
tial change worry about the mes¬ 
sage that will be sent if King’s 
name is removed. 

Psychiatrist who used 
whip may lose license 

T|y MEMPHIS — A Ten- 
I 1^ nessee psychiatrist 
whose license was suspended last 
year for using riding crops on pa¬ 
tients may now lose her license 
again over allegations that she vi¬ 
olated her professional probation. 

The Tennessean reported the 
state Board of Medical Examin¬ 
ers says Dr. Valerie Augustus, 
57, didn’t participate in therapy 
sessions or reimburse the state 
$50,000 for the cost of the case. 
The newspaper recently obtained 
new charges the state Depart¬ 
ment of Health filed against Au¬ 
gustus last month, accusing her 
of misconduct and violating a 
board order. 

The board has said the Chris¬ 
tian Psychiatric Services opera¬ 
tor used a crop or whip on at least 
10 patients. Augustus appealed 
the ruling, saying the whipping 
was done jokingly. 

A hearing is set for January. 
Augustus’ attorney, Darrell Baker 
Jr., didn’t respond to requests for 
comment. 


Police: Man leaped high 
wall twice during chase 

||i| 1 ^ SILVER SPRING — 
IVI Police in Maryland 
said a burglary suspect jumped 
over a 12-foot wall twice during a 
chase before being captured. 

Montgomery County police said 
in a press release Steven Ander¬ 
son, 56, is charged with burglary 
and assault. The Washington Post 
reported the “startling display of 
acrobatics” happened Oct. 19 in 
Silver Spring. 

An officer with a K-9 tracked 
down Anderson. Police said he 
then “jumped over an approxi¬ 
mately 12-foot wall,” but jumped 
back over when he encountered 
more officers on the other side. 

The newspaper reports the 
world high-jump record is just 
over 8 feet, so it’s unlikely Ander¬ 
son cleared the wall in a single 
bound. It’s unclear how it was 
climbed. 

Man steals loader, 
drives through yards 

TOPEKA—A 46-year- 
■ old man is facing sever¬ 

al charges after stealing a piece 


of heavy equipment and driving it 
through several Topeka yards. 

The Topeka Capital-Journal 
reported the man stole the con¬ 
struction equipment early Sunday 
morning and drove it through sev¬ 
eral yards in northeast Topeka. 

Topeka police evacuated sev¬ 
eral homes as a precaution before 
using bean bag pellets to stop the 
man driving the loader. 

Police Capt. Colleen Stuart 
said the man refused to stop and 
turned the loader toward police 
before officers fired the nonlethal 
rounds at him. 

The man has been charged 
with felony theft, criminal prop¬ 
erty damage and aggravated as¬ 
sault on a police officer. 

Alexander, Southside 
Johnny hall of famers 

ly I ASBURY PARK — 
S “Seinfeld” star Jason Al¬ 
exander, rocker Southside Johnny 
Lyon and the authors of “Jaws” 
and “Game Of Thrones” were 
among those inducted to the New 
Jersey Hall of Fame on Sunday. 

Fellow New Jersey rocker Jon 
Bon Jovi, already in the Hall, in¬ 
ducted Southside Johnny during 
the ceremony in Asbury Park. 


Other inductees include Martha 
Stewart, former New York Giants 
football players Harry Carson 
and Bart Oates, “Jaws” author 
Peter Benchley and “Game Of 
Thrones” author George R.R. 
Martin. 

Alexander, who grew up in Liv¬ 
ingston, played George Costanza 
on “Seinfeld.” 

Lyon, of Neptune, helped pio¬ 
neer the Jersey shore sound with 
The Asbury Jukes. 

The Smithereens, a band with 
members from Carteret and 
Scotch Plains, also was honored. 

Wegmans opens its 1st 
NYC store in Brooklyn 

ly Y KEW YORK — New 
I Yorkers are flocking 
to greet a new arrival to the city 
— Wegmans grocery store. 

The popular regional chain of¬ 
ficially opened its first New York 
City outpost on Sunday, a 74,000- 
square-foot store at the Brooklyn 
Navy Yard with more than 500 
employees. 

Crowds turned out to take a look 
at a selection the company says 
includes almost 50,000 items. 

It’s the 101st store for Weg¬ 
mans, which was founded over a 
century ago in Rochester, N.Y, 
and is still family-owned. 

Wegmans has more than 40 
stores in New York state, as well 
as locations in New Jersey, Penn¬ 
sylvania, Massachusetts, Virgin¬ 
ia, Maryland and North Carolina. 
Another store is being planned 
for Westchester County. 

From wire reports 
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TOP STAIRS 


Tourists are flocking to the flight made famous by 'Joker.’ 
Here are some of Hollywood’s other famous steps. 



A set of steps in the Bronx has become a tourist attraction in recent weeks since the 
release of “Joker,” starring Joaquin Phoenix (pictured). The stairs are between two 
buildings on Shakespeare Avenue, about a half-mile from Yankee Stadium. 


By Natalie B. Compton 
The Washington Post 

C ertain film locations are iconic be¬ 
fore camera crews roll in to shoot 
a movie. But sometimes a movie 
scene is powerful enough to cata¬ 
pult an otherwise unremarkable site into 
fame overnight. 

The most recent example comes thanks 
to “Joker,” starring Joaquin Phoenix. In one 
of its highlight moments, Phoenix dances 
down a stretch of steps like a twitchy Radio 
City Rockettes reject. The stairs are a 
functional part of New York City’s Bronx 
borough, but thanks to the movie, they’ve 
grown into a tourist phenomenon. 

The “Joker” stairs aren’t the first every¬ 
day set of stairs to become a travel desti¬ 
nation. And they won’t be the last. Here 
are the most iconic stair, stoop and step 
scenes, ranked from worst to best, accord¬ 
ing to whatever is the opposite of rigorous 
science. 

8. “Joker,” The Bronx: Of all the movie- 
famous stairs, the “Joker” set, off Shake¬ 
speare Avenue, rank the lowest on our 
list for a number of reasons. For starters, 
they’re too new to be truly iconic. Sec¬ 
ondly, the steps’ newfound popularity is a 
bad match for what visitors are trying to 
achieve. Fans flock there to get that same 
razzle-dazzle of Phoenix’s lone dance, cap¬ 
tured in a photo. But the stairs run steep, 
and there are a lot of people around, ruin¬ 
ing the lone-wolf vibe. 

7. “Ferris Bueller’s Day Off,” Chica¬ 
go: The Exelon Plaza in Chicago is being 
docked points because, unlike some of 
the other iconic steps in this list, you can’t 
re-create the same feeling conveyed in 
the movie that made them famous. How 
could you? These steps, immortalized by 
the monumental parade scene of “Ferris 
Bueller’s Day Off,” spend most of their 
time parade-less. 

Theoretically, you could stage a flash 
mob there if you gathered enough volun¬ 
teers with adequate dance abilities, but 
who’s got the time? Spend your day off 
somewhere else. 

6. “Roman Holiday,” Rome: Replicate 
the magic of Audrey Hepburn meeting 
Gregory Peck in “Roman Holiday” by 
throwing on a cool outfit, grabbing a gela- 
to, and absolutely not sitting down like the 


many people featured in the scene. 

Today, the 135 steps are so overrun by 
tourists during the high season that local 
police will hand out fines for those who sit 
on the 18th-century UNESCO-protected 
marble. These steps would rank a lot high¬ 
er on the list if it weren’t for the fact that 
they’re plagued by overtourism. 

5. “The Exorcist,” Washington, D.C.: 
The stairs featured in the 1973 thriller 
“The Exorcist” have become a landmark 
destination in the nation’s capital. Nearly 
50 years since the film’s release, the stairs, 
in the Georgetown neighborhood, are now 
ranked No. 91 of 462 things to do in Wash¬ 


ington, according to TripAdvisor. 

On that guide site, they earned such re¬ 
views as “Creepy Steps” and “Worth the 
Stop.” Take a peek and a picture and get 
back to exploring the rest of the District 
of Columbia’s old-timey — and sometimes 
eerie — charm. 

4. “The Sound of Music,” Salzburg, 
Austria: Even if you’ve never seen the 
heartwarming 1965 musical “The Sound 
of Music,” you’ve probably heard its fea¬ 
ture songs. One of those is “Do-Re-Me.” 
Julie Andrew is shown singing the menac¬ 
ingly catchy number in multiple locations, 
but it’s during her belting of the tune in Mi- 


rabell Gardens in Salzburg, Austria, that 
we’re referencing. Because, stairs. 

Today, tourists visit the steps for a photo 
op, arms spread wide open a la Andrews, 
likely with that song stuck in their heads. 
Mirabell Gardens are also beautiful 
enough to warrant a visit on their own. 

3. “Sex and the City,” Manhattan: For 
those who missed the early aughts, “Sex 
and the City” is a blockbuster rom-com 
series (which also spawned a set of mov¬ 
ies) about sex columnist Carrie Bradshaw 
(played by Sarah Jessica Parker). Carrie’s 
brownstone, filmed at 64 Perry St. in 
Greenwich Village, is now a mecca for any 
fan making a pilgrimage to Manhattan. 

Worship at the base of the stoop, because 
this is a private residence and not a “Sex 
and the City” museum. Pay homage to 
Carrie by waxing poetic about your failed 
relationships via internal monologue, then 
go get a cocktail at a bar nearby. 

2. “Game of Thrones,” Dubrovnik, 
Croatia: Sure, “Game of Thrones” is not 
a movie. But the HBO series cost more to 
make than most movies, and was viewed 
more than most movies, so it makes the cut. 
The series turned many places into tourist 
destinations, but the so-called Jesuit Stair¬ 
case in Dubrovnik stands out. 

Spoiler alert! Maybe. In the Season Five 
finale, Cersei Lannister makes a harrowing 
“walk of penance” down the steps, which, 
in real life, are a lot easier to appreciate 
than in that painful-to-watch scene. Take 
the walk of penance yourself with other 
“GOT” fans; you’ll enjoy the tour through 
this medieval city more than Cersei did. 

1. “Rocky,” Philadelphia: There are a 
ton of memorable moments from Sylves¬ 
ter Stallone’s massively successful 1976 
film “Rocky,” but the one that became a 
tourist destination comes from the mov¬ 
ie’s hyper-macho, incredibly epic training 
montage. To the tune of the now-immor¬ 
tal song “Gonna Fly Now,” we watch Sly 
bound through Philadelphia, ending with 
his ascent of the 72 steps at the Philadel¬ 
phia Museum of Art. It’s not just the best 
stair scene in cinema — it’s one of the best 
scenes in cinema. 

Not only can visitors pose with the bronze 
Rocky statue at the bottom, but there’s also 
an art museum to peruse once you’re done 
taking fist-pumping photos. 


Taylor Swift can’t shake off copyright suit over 2014 hit 


From wire services 

Taylor Swift won’t escape so 
easily after all from allegations 
that her 2014 hit “Shake It Off” 
illegally copied the lyrics of “Pla- 
yas Gon’ Play.” 

The US. Court of Appeals in 
San Francisco on Monday over¬ 
turned a judge’s ruling throwing 
out the copyright infringement 
lawsuit by the two songwriters of 
the 2001 track by female group 
3LW. 

The appeals court disagreed 
with the judge’s conclusion that 
the lyrics of the 2001 song—“pla- 
yas, they gonna play, and haters, 
they gonna hate” — weren’t origi¬ 
nal enough to be entitled copy¬ 
right protection. 

It wasn’t for the judge to de¬ 
cide the “worth of an expressive 
work,” the appellate court said, 
citing a 1903 US. Supreme Court 


decision that cautioned those 
trained only in the law against 
making themselves final judges 
of creative works. 

The decision is a setback for 
hit makers who are trying to turn 
the tide of copyright lawsuits over 
smallish musical phrases that 
they argue aren’t protected by 
the law. 

The same appellate court is 
weighing for the second time 
whether Led Zeppelin stole the 
opening chords of “Stairway to 
Heaven” from an obscure 1968 
instrumental track by a Califor¬ 
nia band. A three-judge panel last 
year threw out a jury verdict fa¬ 
voring Led Zeppelin. 

'Maleficent’ edges 
'Joker’ In final tally 

The “Maleficent” sequel has 
overtaken “Joker” for the week¬ 


end box-office crown in North 
America. 

Final figures released Monday 
showed “Maleficent: Mistress of 
Evil” earned $19.4 million, pull¬ 
ing ahead of “Joker” by a mere 
$ 122 , 000 . 

“Joker” had been the top film 
on Sunday based on studio esti¬ 
mates after being knocked out of 
the top spot by “Maleficent” last 
week. 

Joaquin Phoenix traces the ori¬ 
gins of the classic Batman villain 
in “Joker.” It has earned $278 mil¬ 
lion in the United States and Can¬ 
ada in its first four weeks, and it 
is the international record-holder 
for an R-rated film with $852 mil¬ 
lion in earnings. 

The “Maleficent” sequel, which 
stars Angelina Jolie as the classic 
Disney villain, has earned $66.2 
million in North America in its 
first two weeks. 


Kirk Franklin says he’s 
boycotting Dove Awards 

Grammy-winning gospel artist 
Kirk Franklin says he’s boycotting 
the Gospel Music Association’s 
Dove Awards after they edited 
out part of his acceptance speech 
this month in which he called for 
prayers after a police shooting in 
Fort Worth, Texas. 

Franklin posted a Facebook 
video on Monday that said he 
would no longer attend events as¬ 
sociated with the Dove Awards, 
GMA or Trinity Broadcasting 
Network “until tangible plans 
are put into place to protect and 
champion diversity. Not only did 
they edit my speech, they edited 
the African American experi¬ 
ence,” Franklin said. 

The GMA said in a statement 
that they are “deeply apologetic” 
and said it was not their “intent 


to disregard or silence any of our 
artists.” GMA’s statement said 
that due to the broadcast window, 
they had to significantly edit the 
show down to two hours. 

Other news 

■ “Supernatural” actor Jared 
Padalecki has been accused of as¬ 
saulting two employees at a bar in 
Austin, Texas, court documents 
say. The assistant manager of the 
bar Stereotype told police that 
a verbal argument had turned 
physical between Padalecki and 
people inside the bar. 

■ Robert Evans, the protean, 
fast-living Hollywood producer 
and former Paramount Pictures 
production chief who backed 
such seminal 1970s films as “Chi¬ 
natown,” “The Godfather” and 
“Harold and Maude,” died Oct. 
26. He was 89. 
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OPINION 

Ambassadorship can’t be a donor’s reward 


By Paul Richter 

Special to The Washington Post 

F or much of the country’s first 150 
years, ambassadorships were dis¬ 
tributed almost entirely to the rich 
and well-connected. But by the end 
of World War I, the public had seen enough 
to conclude this practice was putting some 
of the United States’ most crucial jobs in 
the hands of incompetents. It demanded 
action, and in 1924, Congress launched re¬ 
forms that gave most ambassadorial posts 
to members of a newly created professional 
diplomatic corps. 

The nearly century-old laws are overdue 
for an upgrade. The Ukraine scandal, and 
other Trump administration actions, have 
revealed that increasing reliance on un¬ 
qualified campaign donors is threatening 
bilateral relationships and national secu¬ 
rity. We cannot trust our foreign policy to 
amateurs. 

Near the center of the unfolding Ukraine 
scandal is Gordon Sondland, an Oregon 
hotelier who gave $1 million to President 
Donald Trump’s inaugural committee and 
was rewarded with the ambassadorship to 
the European Union. He set out to refocus 
the post from workaday trade issues to his 
president’s personal priorities. Sondland, 
who lacked many of the basics of diplo¬ 
macy, sidestepped regular State Depart¬ 
ment channels to help Trump squeeze 
Ukrainian officials for assistance against 
his Democratic rivals. As evidence in the 
impeachment inquiry has mounted, Sond¬ 
land has begun insisting that he failed to 
understand what Trump lawyer Rudy Giu¬ 
liani was after. 

The Trump administration has been 
more willing than most to give ambas¬ 
sadorships to political appointees rather 
than career diplomats: More than 40 per¬ 
cent of its envoys are political appointees, 
compared with the customary 30 percent. 


Kelly Knight Craft, a longtime donor and 
the wife of a Kentucky coal magnate, was 
absent from her post for half the time she 
served as U.S. ambassador to Canada. 
Nevertheless, she was confirmed in July 
as U.S. ambassador to the United Nations. 
Doug Manchester, a San Diego developer 
whom Trump nominated to be ambassador 
to the Bahamas, told senators in a hearing 
that the country is a U.S. “protectorate,” 
though it is not and has never been. 

Of course, other administrations. Dem¬ 
ocratic and Republican, have awarded 
ambassadorships to unqualified financial 
supporters. George Tsunis, a Long Island 
hotelier and bundler, had to withdraw as 
President Barack Obama’s nominee for 
ambassador to Norway in 2014 after he 
said in a confirmation hearing that Norway 
had a presidency, which it does not, and 
misidentified a mainstream Norwegian 
political party as a fringe group. Two other 
Obama bundlers also fumbled their hear¬ 
ings badly, but were confirmed anyway as 
ambassadors to Hungary and Argentina. 

In recent years, as their needs for cam¬ 
paign contributions have grown, presi¬ 
dents have relied more heavily on donors 
and bundlers to serve in top posts over¬ 
seas. Senators, who are supposed to reject 
unqualified nominees, have often approved 
the nominations, partly out of deference 
to presidents — and also because the do¬ 
nors are often contributors to their own 
campaigns. 

Ryan Scoville, a Marquette University 
law professor, concluded after studying 
newly released government documents 
on more than 1,900 ambassadorial ap¬ 
pointments since 1980 that the quality of 
political appointees has been in decades- 
long decline. President Ronald Reagan’s 
political appointees were more likely than 
appointees of the five presidencies that fol¬ 
lowed to have foreign policy experience, 
language skills and familiarity with run¬ 


ning large organizations. The average po¬ 
litical appointee is contributing far more 
money — 1,400 percent more, on average, 
even after inflation is considered — than in 
the Reagan era, Scoville calculated. 

Most other m^or powers — France, 
Japan, the United Kingdom — restrict 
their important ambassadorships to sea¬ 
soned career diplomats. And the Russian 
leadership that Trump so admires excludes 
amateurs and relies entirely on profession¬ 
als, such as Sergey Kislyak, who in his 
nine years as ambassador to Washington 
became legendary for his ability to reach 
deep into the U.S. hierarchy to extract in¬ 
formation and make deals. Especially now, 
at a time when U.S. leverage in the world is 
declining, the United States needs the best 
trained envoys. 

Congress should scale back the share of 
ambassadors who are political appointees, 
capping their number at no more than 10 
percent of the 189 U.S. ambassadors. That 
would still leave room for presidents to 
pick accomplished businesspeople, politi¬ 
cians and others who are not career dip¬ 
lomats but have skills that would allow 
them to contribute as the nation’s overseas 
representatives. 

Lawmakers should add new disclosure 
requirements to make clear, while nomi¬ 
nations are under consideration, how much 
diplomatic nominees owe to their political 
donations. The State Department already 
posts on its website, state.gov, a rundown 
of nominees’ credentials; it should also 
post the nominees’ donations to both cam¬ 
paigns and related purposes, such as inau¬ 
gural events. 

Presidents have come to rely on sale of 
these posts because they are the rewards 
the donors and bundlers covet most. But 
the costs have become too high and the 
practice needs to stop. 

Paul Richter Is the author of “The Arnbassa'dors: 

America’s Diplomats on the Front Lines.” 


Student debt forgiveness is platform-worthy 


By Helaine Olen 
The Washington Post 

T here is, perhaps, no greater sign of 
just how far the movement to for¬ 
give the nation’s $1.5 trillion in stu¬ 
dent loan debt has come than the 
fact that a Trump Education Department 
official is now jumping on the bandwagon. 

The Wall Street Journal reported Thurs¬ 
day that Wayne Johnson, who was briefly 
in charge of the Office of Federal Student 
Aid before heading up an initiative to im¬ 
prove the student loan repayment pro¬ 
cess, is quitting his job to run for Senate in 
Georgia. His platform? Student debt relief 
Johnson is proposing forgiving the first 
$50,000 in student debt, with no income 
limit on the recipient. Under his plan, the 
government would also offer each student 
a grant of up to the same amount for col¬ 
lege or vocational education tuition. 

This places Johnson, who plans on run¬ 
ning in the Republican primary, squarely 
in the middle of the left wing of the Demo¬ 
cratic Party when it comes to student debt. 
Sen. Elizabeth Warren, D-Mass., after all, 
also proposes forgiving up to $50,000, but 
with income restrictions on who can file 
for relief Sen. Bernie Sanders, I-Vt., on the 
other hand, wants to forgive everything, no 
matter the amount borrowed. 

Johnson said his time at the Education 
Department left him convinced that all too 
many student loan debtors would never 
pay down their balance. As a result, he 
wants to call a halt to it. “The time for us 
has come to end and stop the insanity,” he 
told the Journal. 

This is either an act of political cour¬ 


age or stunning cynicism — or perhaps, 
both. After all, Johnson is a creature of 
the student loan and credit industry, hav¬ 
ing, among other things, founded a private 
student loan refinancing company before 
joining the Trump administration. More¬ 
over, one reason so many people are stuck 
with debt they can’t pay off is because of 
actions either undertaken or permitted 
by Johnson’s now-former employer, Betsy 
DeVos and the Education Department. 
Johnson praised DeVos in an interview 
with The Washington Post on Thursday. 

On Thursday evening, a federal judge is¬ 
sued a contempt finding and fined the Edu¬ 
cation Department $100,000 for not doing 
enough to stop the student loan servic¬ 
ing companies from continuing to collect 
money owed on loans from former stu¬ 
dents of Corinthian Colleges, a deceptive 
for-profit institution that closed in 2015. 
Under DeVos, the Education Department 
has been attempting to limit debt forgive¬ 
ness for this cohort. 

To be clear, many of the sins can’t fully 
be laid at DeVos’ door. The ballooning stu¬ 
dent debt balance is a problem years in the 
making. The issue in the public service 
debt forgiveness program — where well 
over 90 percent of the teachers, police of¬ 
ficers, librarians and other public and non¬ 
profit employees who thought they met the 
requirement haven’t received their prom¬ 
ised relief — originated a decade back. 
Nonetheless, DeVos’ Education Depart¬ 
ment has done little to solve the issue, re¬ 
ferring to the problem as “regrettable” in 
recent congressional testimony. 

New York University professor Caitlin 
Zaloom’s recent book, “Indebted: How 


Families Make College Work at Any Cost,” 
demonstrates how the financial burden of 
college and the debt that it all too often en¬ 
genders is putting strain on our most inti¬ 
mate familial relationships. Student debt is 
contributing to a falloff in homeownership 
among millennials. It reduces retirement 
savings among people under 30, the period 
when, thanks to compound interest, the 
money set aside for post-work life will go 
the furthest. There are an increasing num¬ 
ber of people older than 65 making pay¬ 
ments on student debt, for either their own 
education or that of their children, grand¬ 
children or other relatives. 

This is the environment that Johnson’s 
new position on student debt forgiveness 
needs to be considered in. Surveys show 
broad appeal for the idea of forgiving at 
least some portion of the mass of student 
debt. One poll, conducted in the spring, 
found Warren’s debt cancellation initiative 
was more popular among the middle-aged 
than those under 30. Another, released 
by Hill-HarrisX last month, found that a 
majority of voters supported the idea. It 
attracted the interest of three-fourths of 
Democrats, just under 60 percent of inde¬ 
pendents and — astonishingly — 40 per¬ 
cent of Republicans. Just over 50 percent 
of those earning at least $75,000 came out 
in favor of the idea. 

Johnson’s move might well be a stunt 
— the Journal called his campaign “a long- 
shot” — but it could end up as one with sur¬ 
prising political resonance. 

Helaine Olen, a contributor to The Washington 
Post’s Plum Line blog and author of “Pound 
Foolish: Exposing the Dark Side of the Personal 
Finance Industry,” serves on the advisory board 
of the Economic Hardship Reporting Project. 
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Apple seeks to boost smart-home platform 


By Mark Gurman 

Bloomberg 

Apple is ramping up hiring for 
a team that is working on new 
smart-home software and de¬ 
vices in an effort to catch up in a 
field where Google and Amazon, 
com have dominated, according 
to people with knowledge of the 
matter. 

The company is seeking engi¬ 
neers to work in its Cupertino, 
Calif, headquarters and in San 
Diego as part of a group revamp¬ 
ing Apple’s smart-home platform. 
The overhaul is designed to spur 
more outside accessory and ap¬ 
pliance makers to connect smart- 
home products such as lights and 
garage doors with the iPhone and 
Apple’s voice-activated digital 
assistant, Siri. The team also is 
exploring the possibility of build¬ 
ing new home devices beyond the 
HomePod speaker. 

The effort is headed by Andreas 
Gal, the former Mozilla chief 
technology officer who joined 
Apple last year when his compa¬ 
ny Silk Labs was acquired by the 
iPhone maker. Gal is leading the 
software side of the team report¬ 
ing to Arun Mathias, a lieutenant 
to software chief Craig Federighi, 
who oversees wireless software 
engineering. Silk Labs developed 


an artificial intelligence-based 
platform for linking together in¬ 
ternet-connected devices. 

Apple has posted 15 job listings 
on its website since last month for 
engineers to work on the compa¬ 
ny’s platform, called HomeKit, 
smart-home devices and related 
software and has shared other 
listings on third-party job boards. 
The company has also been pri¬ 
vately recruiting potential candi¬ 
dates from the internet-connected 
devices industry. Apple already 
has hired several new engineers 
and managers this year from 
Amazon, Qualcomm and other 
companies. 

An Apple spokeswoman de¬ 
clined to comment about the com¬ 
pany’s plans. 

Gaining a foothold in the 
smart-home market is critical for 
Apple as it looks for new offer¬ 
ings beyond the iPhone and seeks 
ways to keep people buying its 
products and services. The com¬ 
pany first dipped its toe into the 
area in 2014 with the launch of 
HomeKit, a Siri-connected plat¬ 
form that connects smart-home 
devices to Apple products like the 
iPhone, iPad, Apple Watch, and 
HomePod. 

Apple offers a Home app on 
most of its devices, letting users 


lock and unlock doors, connect to 
sprinklers, open blinds, and con¬ 
trol media on TVs and speakers 
using its AirPlay protocol. While 
Amazon and Google have opened 
up their Alexa and Google Assis¬ 
tant to third-party products, the 
Siri voice assistant is only avail¬ 
able on Apple devices, but it can 
control third-party products via 
HomeKit. 

Apple’s HomePod, its one home 
device other than the Apple TV, 
hasn’t gained widespread popu¬ 
larity with consumers due to its 
price, reliance on Apple services 
and smaller base of connectable 
smart devices. Apple has focused 
on mobile devices like iPhones, 
iPads, and Apple Watches as well 
as computers, and Amazon and 
Google have shown little to no 
ability to compete with Apple in 
those areas. 

Apple’s two smart-home devic¬ 
es compare with dozens of offer¬ 
ings like the Echo and Nest Hub 
Max from Amazon and Google, 
respectively. 

More importantly, Amazon 
and Google’s smart-home ecosys¬ 
tems are far larger than Apple’s. 
Apple lists about 450 compatible 
HomeKit devices on its website 
from third-party device makers. 
Amazon says that Alexa works 


China accuses US 
of ‘economic bullying’ 

BEIJING — China on Tuesday 
accused the U.S. of “economic 
bullying behavior” after U.S. 
regulators cited security threats 
in proposing to cut off funding for 
Chinese equipment in U.S. tele¬ 
communications networks. 

China would “resolutely oppose 
the U.S. abusing state power to 


suppress specific Chinese enter¬ 
prises with unwarranted charges 
in the absence of any evidence,” 
Foreign Ministry spokesman 
Geng Shuang told reporters. 

“The economic bullying behav¬ 
ior of the U.S. is a denial of the 
market economy principle that 
the U.S. has always advertised,” 
Geng said, adding the U.S. actions 
would “undermine the interests” 
of U.S. businesses and consum¬ 
ers, especially in rural areas. 


The Federal Communications 
Commission votes next month on 
whether to bar telecom companies 
from using government subsidies 
to pay for networking equipment 
from Huawei and ZTE. 

The U.S. government says Hua¬ 
wei, the world’s biggest supplier 
of telecom gear and No. 2 smart¬ 
phone manufacturer, poses an es¬ 
pionage threat. 

From The Associated Press 


with 85,000 smart-home prod¬ 
ucts from 9,500 manufacturers 
and that consumers have linked 
tens of millions of home devices 
to Alexa. 

Google says its home platform 
works with more than 10,000 de¬ 
vices from 1,000 brands. Apple’s 
approval process for third-party 
accessories is known to be strict¬ 
er than others. 

Apple’s HomePod speaker has 
5% market share compared with 
70% for Amazon smart speakers 
and 20% for Google speakers, ac¬ 
cording to Consumer Intelligence 
Research Partners. The Apple 
TV set-top box, in addition to 
Google’s Chromecast, has fallen 
far behind Roku and Amazon in 
TV appliances. 

In the overall smart-speaker 
market, according to Internation¬ 
al Data Corp., Apple has only 2% 
share compared to 25% for Ama¬ 
zon and 22% for Google, including 
the companies’ own products and 
third-party devices. 

Some of Apple’s job listings 
mention supply chain expertise 
and developing wireless, battery- 
powered devices with camera 
modules, indicating exploration 
into new home appliances. 

Apple has said it plans to re¬ 
lease a new cloud storage feature 


MARKET WATCH 


Oct. 

Dow Jones 
industrials 

Nasdaq 

composite 

Standard & 
Poor’s 500 

Russell 

2000 


3,2019 

132.66 

27,090.72 

82.87 

8,325.99 

16.87 

3,039.42 

13.22 

1,571.93 


for security cameras later this 
year, which could potentially play 
into the company’s future plans. 

Apple’s smart-home initia¬ 
tive is one of a few mqjor proj¬ 
ects underway at the company. 
Apple also has teams working on 
self-driving car technology, an 
augmented-reality headset that 
could debut as early as next year, 
an iPhone with support for 5G 
networks for next year and Mac 
computers that run on custom 
Apple chips rather than proces¬ 
sors from Intel Corp. 


EXCHANGE RATES 


Military rates 

Euro costs (Oct. 30).$1.1380 

Dollar buys (Oct. 30).€0.8787 

British pound (Oct. 30).$1.32 

Japanese yen (Oct. 30).106.00 

South Korean won (Oct. 30).1,138.00 

Commercial rates 

Bahrain (Dinar).0.3770 

British pound.$1.2855 

Canada (Dollar).1.3068 

China (Yuan) 7 0656 

Denmark (Krone).6.7327 

Egypt (Pound).16.1245 

Euro.1.1096/0.9012 

Hong Kong (Dollar).7.8407 

Hungary (Forint).296.60 

Israel (Shekel) 3 5298 

Japan (Yen) 108 92 

Kuwait (Dinar).0.3038 

Norway (Krone).9.2574 

Philippines (Peso).51.03 

Poland (Zloty) 3 85 

Saudi Arab (Riyal).3.7505 

Singapore (Dollar).1.3626 

South Korea (Won).1,167.64 

Switzerland (Franc).0.9947 

Thailand (Baht).30.24 

Turkey (Lira).5.7377 

(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 


INTEREST RATES 


Prime rale 5 00 

Discount rate.2.50 

Federal funds market rate.1.85 

3-month bill.1.62 

30-year bond.2.35 


WEATHER OUTLOOK 
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THIMGS UP. HOW 
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C0MM£MT£R WHO BAMGP 
TU£ poLiTicms ru£ nm 
PAY MAP£ FOP 

TU£M TH£ S£C0NP PAY. 
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ACROSS 

1 LAPD alerts 
5 Gerund ending 
8 Lewd material 

12 Do in 

13 Museum¬ 
funding org. 

14 Story 

15 Halloween 
outings 

17 Deli loaves 

18 Guarantee 

19 Investigations 

21 Peace, to Caesar 

22 Rice wine 

23 Six-pack 
muscles 

26 Proof letters 
28 Towel material 
31 Challah unit 
33 Homer’s cry 
35Zwei follower 
36 Trifled (with) 

38 Label 

40 Chatter 

41 Glitzy rock genre 
43 Felon’s flight 

45 Leatherneck 
47 Cookie bits 

51 — incline 
(tilted) 

52 Dawn 

54 As soon as 

55 Altar vow 

56 Wine region 

57 Golf props 

10-30 


DOWN 

1 Tennis champ 
Arthur 

2 Blueprint 

3 Inlets 

4 Pancake topper 

5 Listed 
alphabetically 

6 Born 

7 Reacts in horror 

8 Flattered, so 
to speak 

9 Opie Taylor’s 
town 

10 Fonda’s 
beekeeper role 

11 Hardy heroine 

16 Persian Gulf land 

20 Squealer 


23 Flight stat 

24 Halloween 
greeting 

25 Bless the food 
27 Speck 

29 Irish actor 
Stephen 

30 Shrill bark 

32 Leopards and 
cougars 
34 Joyful 
37 Author Brown 
39 Attire 
42 Army doc 

44 Wall painting 

45 Academic 

46 Actress 
Hathaway 

48 Small plateau 

49 Cave creatures 

50 Aspen gear 
53 Fuss 


Answer to Previous Puzzle 



CRYPTOQUIP 


King iWtun 

BlZAKKO.COM 
Fac!el.w)k.doffi./ SizarroComidS 

©2019 glZARBj Srcir— 


LV SGCCSO FHV GJ D LDZPA 

UWGR DC ZGFJDU QHRRSOJ. 

WO WDJ JHQOAGPA BAGCGBDS 

SGKIGKF JIGSSJ. 

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: BECAUSE ANTIBIOTIC 
MEDICATIONS KILL MICROORGANISMS AND 
FUNGI, I THINK OF THEM AS INFECTICIDES. 
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: U equals W 
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FREE AD Guidelines: 


• Ads may contain up to 32 words. All Ads 
must contain price and contact information. 
No websites will be accepted in Free ads. 


STARSI^STRI pes. 

CLASSIFIED 


Advertising 
Circulation 
Reader Letters 


Go to stripes.com to place your free ad. Sell fast/ Buy fast 


When you see this^^£ 
camera icon go to stripes.com 
to view the uploaded photo. 


Van Rowell rowell.van@stripes.com 
+49(0)631.3615.9111 DSN 314.583.9111 

letters@stripes.com 


Robert Reismann reismann.robert@stripes.corr 
+49(0)631.3615.9150 DSN 314.583.9150 

letters@stripes.com 


Mari Matsumoto SSPcirculation@stripes.ci 
+81(3)6385.3171 DSN 315.229.3171 

letters@stripes.com 


ClassifiedsI 


Announcements 040 Automotive 


SCAM 

FADS 






buy sight unseen and hav 
the vehicle shipped 
through an agent using 


For information on Commercial Rates: CIV: 0631-3615-9012 or DSN: 583-9012 


140 Autos for Sale 141 Autos for Sale 141 ! Autos for Sale-UK 154 , Furniture 


SELLER BEWARE 


Individuals placing 
classified advertising 
should use discretion in 
concluding the sale of their 
property. Not all potential 
buyers are reputable or 
honest. Stars and Stripes 
suggests that you take 
precautions to ensure that 
potential buyers are 
reputable and will be able 
to fulfill the terms of the 
sale. Stars and Stripes is not 
liable for the contractual 
relationship between 
sellers and buyers of 
merchandise advertised in 
the newspaper or on the 
web site. 


2008 Peugeot 807 Van (7 seat) 
- $5,000.00 - 72,409 miles 
■ ■ 1,531 km) German Spec. 


h (green 4 sticker) Electric 


2013 VW Golf R - $20,000.0 
US Spec car purchased 

4 Door Black Pear. _ 
manual l^graded Clutch 


tlpgraded ECU 3i6?l+ HP Upgra¬ 
ded Brembo 6 caliper brake 
system Upgraded Forge twin- 
take intake non daily driver Two 
■ ' included Call: 


a. 


BMW X5 for sale $13,600.00 - 
B^Wq^XS. Dipel^, Am.Specs. 

ing 'ventilated ^'UTtr"w1ih'"S“at 
sage, window curtains and 
more. Accident free, one owner, 

Mlnt^ondition in/du^ Musi sell. 
Tel. cell:01602642954 
home:067815087710 


'olkswMen Van^on 

a - $8,750.00 - 1^4 ' 
en Camper Westfalls 


n Westfa- 
_ _^ ys^spec Engine 
’^o'Westy" currently has 
jt 13,000 miles Just passed 
' "--Is replaced 


inspection. Many parts re 


2018 Audi Q3 (American spec) 
- $29,500.00 - 200 HP turbcj 
charged unleaded engine Auto¬ 
matic 7 year%0,000 mile war¬ 
ranty S-Hne/Premium Plus edi- 

moon roof Recently serviced by 
AudijDassed all checks UK 


Autos for Sale 
■ Germany 


Auto - Quality Pre-owned 



STARS AND STRIPES 


Antique English Bureau (Desk) 
- $600.00 - Circa mid-19th 
Century English drop front hard¬ 
wood writing desk in great 
condition. 55%" H x 36" W x 16" 
D. One long drawer, raised top 
! shelf, shelves below, mounted 
on 2 broad trestle feet. Reason¬ 
able offers OK. Buyer picks up. 


Electronic Shopping440 


10" Mead Telescope $1,500.00 
-10" Mead telescope Make offer 

0 f 5^2 5^6 0 21 3^9^ ^ E m a i I: 


17854380086 


N750 DB Wi-Fi Dual-Band N-f 
Gigabit Router - $10.00 - N750 
DB Wi-Fi Dual-Band N-f Gigabit 
RniitAr black new price $79.99, 
mce $10.00. 
017624134872 Email: 
-ia@googlemail.com 

a 


asking 'pric 
Contacfoi 


510 I Furniture 


10 inch Mead Telescopi 
sale - - 10 inch Mead teles 

A64Mec1i@a1)i.com 

17854380086 

B 


Contractor leaving Germany 
after 20 years. Must get rid of ail 
furniture. - $0.00 -Tree furni¬ 
ture, You^pick up. In very good 

A64Mech@a^ol.corn ^ Call: 


17854380086 


Contractor leaving Germany 
after many years. Snapbox for 
sale. Make offer - - 7 Drawer 
Snapon box for sale. Make offer. 
Plus tons of American tools for 
'3. Email: A64Mech@aol.com 
'• --''^^380086 

a 


POOL TABLE FOR SELL 
$600.00 - POOL TABLE FOR 
SELL WILL NOT FIT IN APPT. 
Email: smock7777@gmail.com 

a 


English V 

- ^175.C 
English V\ 


Enalish Wicker Picnic Hampers 
''and New 
: Hampers 


ups, etc.). Great Gif 
Newlyweds! Call and leav 
if interested. Cost is per ha 
Call: -F49-6571-9522421 

a 


Fireplace Tools - $170.00 - 
Brand new Antique Copper 
Finish Fireplace screen and set 
of matching antique copper 


contact you. Buyer picks up. 
PCS Sale. Call: 
1^+49-6571-9522421 


Mahogany Sheraton Revival 
Chair (from UK) - $125.00 - 
Sheraton revival painted ma¬ 
hogany salon chair. Shield sha¬ 
ped back, pierced back splat, 
stuff over seat, square tapered 
legs. Circa 1900. Condition: 
excellent. Buyer oicks up. PCS 
Sale. Call: +49-6^1-9522421 

B 


Germany! Leave your # and 
will get back to you. PCSing t 
+49-6571-9522421 

B 


Person to Person 800 


He's looking for him - 61 year 

husband to cancer 3 years ago 
is looking for friendship with 
military service member or 
retiree.My husband was a US 
Army vet,we were together 36 
years so I'm familiar with the 
military &ID card holder.Email: 
schwarzerandy@yahoo.com 
Call: 015112007479 


Tools & Machinery 990 


17854380086 


ClassifiedsPACIFIC 


PacificClassifieds@stripes.com JAPAN DSN: 229 3276 Civ: 03-6385-3276 OKINAWA DSN: 645-7418 Civ: 098-893-0292 
KOREA DSN: 721-7146 Civ: 82-2-2270-7146 FROM USA Overseas: 011-81-3-6385-3276 


Electronic Shopping440 


AVOL HN700 GPS 7" 
(210)818-7839 
coach77@hotmail.com 


Are you in the picture? 


Reading Stars and Stripes gives you a better handle on issues that affect you most. 
No one covers tJoe bases tJoe way we do. 


STARSigiSTRIPES 

In print • Online at stripes.com 
Mobile for Android, iPhone & iPad 



Stripes.com supplies constant updates, on news of interest — including reports from our overseas military bases in 
Europe, Pacific, Southwest Asia and the Mideast, and coverage of the Pentagon and Capitol Hill. 

Also available on mobile apps for Android smartphones and as an iOS app for both iPhone and iPad. 
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SlARS^STRIPES. 

Unlimited 

Digital Access ONE MONTH 

FREE TRIAL 

INTRO OFFER! 

FOUR WEEKS Web + Mobile 


When you subscribe to 
Stripes Digital Access... 

Get exclusive access to innovative digital 
features, interactive articles, award-winning 
photography and more. Enjoy unlimited 
access to the Stripes.com website and our 
Stars and Stripes mobile apps, all for a low 
monthly or annual subscription. 


Stars and Stripes content features 

• Access to Stars and Stripes mobile apps 

• Exclusive reports on military matters 

• Coverage of all military branches 

• Special features on current issues 

• Veterans topics 

• Retrospectives such as Vietnam at 50 

• Archive Photo of the Day 

• Unbiased, First Amendment protected 
reporting from U.S. military bases around 
the world. 


Subscribe Today! 


stripes.com/subscribe 
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SCOREBOARD 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 


College basketball 


AP Top 25 

The top 25 teams in The Associated 
Press' preseason 2019-20 coilege basket¬ 
ball poll, with first-place votes in paren¬ 
theses, final 2018-19 records, total points 
based on 25 points for a first-place vote 
through one point for a 25th-place vote 
and last year’s final ranking: 

Record Pts Prv 

1. Michigan St. (60) 32-7 1619 5 

2. Kentucky (2) 30-7 1497 7 

3. Kansas (3) 26-10 1457 17 

4. Duke 32-6 1399 1 

5. Louisville 20-14 1386 - 

6. Florida 20-16 1313 - 

7. Maryland 23-11 1134 - 

8. Gonzaga 33-4 1096 4 

9. North Carolina 29-7 1060 3 

10. Villanova 26-10 1048 23 

11. Virginia 35-3 1007 2 

12. SetonHall 20-14 863 - 

13. Texas Tech 31-7 837 9 

14. Memphis 22-14 773 - 

15. Oregon 25-13 742 - 

16. Baylor 20-14 523 - 

17. Utah St. 28-7 491 25 

18. Ohio St. 20-15 407 - 

19. Xavier 19-16 356 - 

20. Saint Mary’s (Cal.) 22-12 330 - 

21. Arizona 17-15 265 - 

22. LSU 28-7 234 12 

23. Purdue 26-10 230 13 

24. Auburn 30-10 210 14 

25. VCU 25-8 193 - 

Others receiving votes: Washington 

164, Colorado 152, Tennessee 78, Mar¬ 
quette 68, Florida St. 36, Davidson 34, 
Flarvard 24, Illinois 14, Missouri 13, Mis¬ 
sissippi St. 12, Georgetown 11, Flouston 
11, Cincinnati 8, Notre Dame 7, Creigh¬ 
ton 4, N.C. state 3, Syracuse 3, Alabama 
2, Liberty 2, Michigan 2, Southern Cal 2, 
Vermont 2, Colgate 1, Dayton 1, Provi¬ 
dence 1. 

USA Today Top 25 

The top 25 teams in the preseason 
USA Today men’s college basketball poll, 
with first-place votes in parentheses, 
final 2018-19 records, points based on 
25 points for a first-place vote through 
one point for a 25th-place vote and final 
2018-19 ranking: 

Record Pts Pvs 

1. Michigan state (30) 32-7 792 3 

2. Kentucky 

3. Kansas (1) 

4. Duke (1) 

5. Louisville 

6. Florida 

7. Gonzaga 

8. Maryland 

10. Vil^nova 

11. North Carolina 

12. Texas Tech 
13.Seton Hall 

14. Oregon 

15. Memphis 

16. Ohio state 

17. Arizona 

18. Baylor 

19. Utah state 

20. Saint Mary’s 

21. Xavier 

22. Purdue 

23. Auburn 

24. LSU 

25. Tennessee 


30-7 734 
26-10 687 
32-6 


20-1- 


670 - 


20-16 619 
33-4 544 6 

23-11 536 22 

35-3 532 1 

26-10 531 20 

29-7 503 9 

31-7 417 2 

20-14 403 
25-13 344 


22-1 


331 - 


20-15 
17-15 229 
20-14 228 
28-7 218 
22-12 163 
19-16 149 
26-10 123 
30-10 105 
28-7 86 

31-6 — 


15 

_ — - 10 

Others receiving votes: Virginia Com¬ 
monwealth 76; Marquette 62; Washing¬ 
ton 59; Florida State 47; Colorado 28; 
Michigan 30-7) 28; Houston 17; Creigh¬ 
ton 13; Davidson 11; Southern Califor¬ 
nia 9; Providence 8; Mississippi State 
7; Georgetown 6; Syracuse 6; Texas 6; 
UCLA 6; Wisconsin 6; Dayton 5; Liberty 5; 
Harvard 4; Oklahoma 3; Illinois 2; North 
Carolina State 1. 


College football 


Schedule 

Thursday, Oct. 31 
SOUTH 

Georgia Southern (4-3) at Appalachian 
St. (7-0) 

SOUTHWEST 

West Virginia (3-4) at Baylor (7-0) 

Friday, Nov. 1 
EAST 

Princeton (6-0) at Cornell (2-4) 

Navy (6-1) at UConn (2-6) 

Saturday, Nov. 2 
EAST 

St. Francis (Pa.) (4-4) at Duquesne (5-2) 
Colgate (1-8) at Georgetown (5-3) 
Butler (2-6) at Marist (2-5) 

Michigan (6-2) at Maryland (3-5) 

LIU (0-7) at Robert Morris (4-4) 

Boston College (4-4) at Syracuse (3-5) 
Liberty (5-3) at UMass (1-7) 

CCSU (7-1) at Wagner (1-7) 

Columbia (2-4) at Yale (5-1) 

Fordham (3-5) at Lafayette (1-7) 

Holy Cross (4-4) at Lehigh (4-3) 

Sacred Heart (4-4) at Bryant (2-7) 
Dartmouth (6-0) at Harvard (4-2) 

NC Central (3-5) at Howard (1-7) 
Villanova (6-2) at New Hampshire (4-3) 
Brown (1-5) at Penn (2-4) 

Merrimack (4-4) at Rhode Island (1-7) 
Delaware (4-4) at Towson (4-4) 

Maine (3-5) at Albany (NY) (5-3) 
SOUTH 

Old Dominion (1-7) at FlU (4-4) 
Houston (3-5) at UCF (6-2) 

NC state (4-3) at Wake Forest (6-1) 
Valparaiso (1-7) at Davidson (5-3) 
Austin Peay (5-3) at E. Kentucky (5-3) 
Presbyterian (0-8) at Hampton (4-4) 
Stetson (5-2) at Jacksonville (2-6) 
Dayton (4-3) at Morehead St. (4-4) 
Charleston Southern (2-6) at Gardner- 
Webb (3-5) 

NC A&T (5-2) at SC State (5-2) 

W. Carolina (1-7) at VMI (4-4) 

Furman (5-3) at Chattanooga (4-4) 
William & Mary (2-6) at Elon (4-4) 
Monmouth (NJ) (6-2) at Kennesaw St. 
(7-1) 

Alabama St. (3-4) at MVSU (2-6) 
Tennessee Tech (4-4) at Murray St. (4-5) 
Morgan St. (1-7) at Norfolk St. (2-6) 
Campbell (6-1) at North Alabama (2-6) 
Troy (3-4) at Coastal Carolina (3-4) 
Texas Southern (0-7) at Grambling St. 
(3-4) 

stony Brook (5-3) at Richmond (4-4) 

SE Missouri (5-3) at Tennessee St. (2-6) 
Jacksonville St. (6-3) at UT Martin (5-3) 
Middle Tennessee (3-5) at Charlotte (3-5) 
The Citadel (5-4) at ETSU (2-6) 

Miami (4-4) at Florida St. (4-4) 

Florida (7-1) at Georgia (6-1) 

Arkansas St. (4-4) at Louisiana-Mon- 
roe (3-4) 

Wofford (5-2) at Clemson (8-0) 
Delaware St. (1-7) at Florida A&M (7-1) 
Pittsburgh (5-3) at Georgia Tech (2-5) 
Tulsa (2-6) at Tulane (5-3) 

FAU (5-3) at W. Kentucky (5-3) 

Texas St. (2-5) at Louisiana-Lafayette 
(5-2) 

Northwestern St. (1-7) at McNeese St. 
(5-4) 

Stephen F. Austin (1-7) at SE Louisiana 
(4-3) 

Alabama A&M (5-3) at Southern U. (4-4) 
Mississippi (3-5) at Auburn (6-2) 
Cincinnati (6-1) at East Carolina (3-5) 
Ark.-Pine Bluff (5-3) at Jackson St. (3-5) 
Samford (4-4) at Mercer (3-5) 

UAB (6-1) at Tennessee (3-5) 

SMU (8-0) at Memphis (7-1) 

Virginia (5-3) at North Carolina (4-4) 
Vanderbilt (2-5) at South Carolina (3-5) 
MIDWEST 

N. Illinois (3-5) at Cent. Michigan (5-4) 
Buffalo (4-4) at E. Michigan (4-4) 
Nebraska (4-4) at Purdue (2-6) 

N. Iowa (5-3) at Illinois St. (6-2) 

S. Illinois (4-4) at Indiana St. (3-5) 
Akron (0-8) at Bowling Green (2-6) 
South Dakota (3-5) at W. Illinois (0-8) 
Virginia Tech (5-2) at Notre Dame (5-2) 

S. Dakota St. (5-2) at Missouri St. (1-6) 
Rutgers (2-6) at Illinois (4-4) 

Kansas St. (5-2) at Kansas (3-5) 

N. Dakota St. (8-0) at Youngstown St. 
(5-3) 

Northwestern (1-6) at Indiana (6-2) 

SOUTHWEST 

UTSA (3-4) at Texas A&M (5-3) 

UTEP (1-6) at North Texas (3-5) 

TCU (4-3) at Oklahoma St. (5-3) 
Marshall (5-3) at Rice (0-8) 


World rankings 

Through Oct. 27 

1. Brooks Koepka i 

2. Rory Mcliroy 

3. Dustin Johnson I 

4. Justin Thomas I 

5. Jon Rahm 

6. Tiger Woods i 

7. Patrick Cantlay I 

8. Justin Rose I 

9. Xander Schauffele I _ 

0. Bryson DeChambeau USA 5.63 6-3. 

1. Francesco Molinari ' ' 

2. Paul Casey 

3. Webb Simpson 

4. Tony Finau 

5. Gary Woodland 

6. Adam Scott 

7. Patrick Reed 

8. Tommy Fleetwood 

9. Shane Lowry 
0. Rickie Fowler 

1. Matt Kuchar 

2. Hideki Matsuyama 

3. Bernd Wiesberger 


WTA Finals 

Monday 

At C.R. Shenzhen Bay Sports Center 
Shenzhen, China 

Purse: $14 million (Tour Championship) 
Surface: Hard-Indoor 
Round Robin 

Purple Group 

Simona Halep (5), Romania, def. Bi- 
-Andreescu (4), Canada, 3-6, 7-6 (6), 


USA 5.34 6-4. 


Anna-Lena Groenefeld, Germany, and 
Demi Schuurs (8), Netherlands, def. Elise 
Mertens, Belgium, and Aryna Sabalenka 
(1), Belarus, 7-5, 1-6, 10-7. 

Timea Babos, Hungary, and Kristina 
Mladenovic (3), France, def. Chan Hao- 
ching and Latisha Chan, Taiwan (5), 6-2, 
5-7, 10-6. 


Mississippi St. (3-5) at Arkansas (2-6) 
Cent. Arkansas (6-2) at Lamar (4-4) 
Nicholls (4-4) at Incarnate Word (5-3) 

FAR WEST 

S. Utah (2-7) at Montana St. (5-3) 

Army (3-5) at Air Force (6-2) 

UNLV (2-6) at Colorado St. (3-5) 

Utah (7-1) at Washington (5-3) 

N. Arizona (4-4) at E. Washington (3-5) 
Oregon St. (3-4) at Arizona (4-4) 

N. Colorado (1-7) at Idaho St. (3-5) 

Cal Poly (2-6) at Idaho (3-5) 

Drake (4-2) at San Diego (5-2) 
Montana (6-2) at Portland St. (5-4) 
Oregon (7-1) at Southern Cal (5-3) 
Weber St. (6-2) at Sacramento St. (6-2) 
Colorado (3-5) at UCLA (3-5) 

BYU (3-4) at Utah St. (4-3) 

New Mexico (2-6) at Nevada (4-4) 
Boise St. (6-1) at San Jose St. (4-4) 
Fresno St. (3-4) at Hawaii (5-3) 

STATS FCS poll 

The top 25 teams in the STATS Foot¬ 
ball Championship Subdivision poll, with 
first-place votes in parentheses, records 
through Oct. 26, points and previous 

Record Pts Pvs 

1. North Dakota State (154) 8-0 3874 1 

2. James Madison (1) 8-1 3711 2 

3. Weber State 6-2 3458 4 

4. South Dakota State 6-2 3381 3 

5. Kennesaw State 7-1 3117 6 

6. Sacramento State 6-2 3110 7 

7. Illinois State 6-2 2869 8 

8. Montana 6-2 2689 10 

9. Northern Iowa 5-3 2488 11 

10. Central Arkansas 6-2 2425 12 

11. Villanova 6-2 2301 5 

12. Princeton 6-0 1965 13 

13. Furman 5-3 1930 14 

14. Montana State 5-3 1579 9 

15. Dartmouth 6-0 1522 17 

16. N.C. A&T 5-2 1345 18 

17. Florida A&M 7-1 1174 20 

18. Southeast Missouri State 5-3 932 24 

19. CCSU 7-1 917 23 

20. Stony Brook 5-3 823 — 

21. Towson 4-4 686 16 

22. Jacksonville State 6-3 568 25 

23. Wofford 5-2 557 - 

24. North Dakota 5-3 539 - 

25. Nicholls 4-4 508 15 

Others: Sam Houston State 303, Aus¬ 
tin Peay 212, Alcorn State 208, UC Davis 
131, New Hampshire 128, Albany 125, 
Citadel 108, Monmouth 107, Delaware 96, 
Elon 94, UT Martin 77, Youngstown State 
70, Southeastern Louisiana 57, Yale 49, 
Southern Illinois 33, Richmond 31, North¬ 
ern Arizona 21, S.C. State 21, Campbell 
15, Incarnate Word 6, Eastern Kentucky 
5, Portland State 5, Abilene Christian 3, 
McNeese 2. 

FCS Coaches poll 

Records Through Oct. 26 

Record Pts Pvs 

1. North Dakota State (26) 8-0 650 1 

2. James Madison 8-1 624 2 

3. Weber State 6-2 573 5 

4. Kennesaw State 7-1 569 4 

5. South Dakota State 6-2 559 3 

6. Sacramento State 6-2 512 8 

7. Illinois State 6-2 507 7 

8. Montana 6-2 447 11 

9. Central Arkansas 6-2 436 10 

10. Northern Iowa 5-3 411 12 

11. Villanova 6-2 366 6 

12. Princeton 6-0 349 13 

13. Furman 5-3 321 14 

14. Dartmouth 6-0 293 16 

15. Montana State 5-3 264 9 

16. N.C. A&T 5-2 232 18 

17. Florida A&M 7-1 185 23 

18. Jacksonville State 6-3 175 21 

19. CCSU 7-1 163 24 

20. Wofford 5-2 136 - 

21. Southeast Missouri State 5-3 103 - 

22. Towson 4-4 85 17 

23. North Dakota 5-3 81 - 

24. Nicholls 4-4 66 15 

25. Austin Peay 5-3 62 - 

Others receiving votes: Campbell 

40, Monmouth 36, Stony Brook 32, Sam 
Houston State 29, Youngstown State 27, 
Elon 18, UT Martin 16, Incarnate Word 15, 
Delaware 11, Abilene Christian 9, UC Da¬ 
vis 9, Southeastern Louisiana 8, Albany 7, 
Alcorn State 7, San Diego 6, New Hamp¬ 
shire 4, Southern Illinois 2, The Citadel 2, 
Chattanooga 1, Lehigh 1, Yale 1. 


Monday 

At Paiais Omnisports de Paris-Bercy 
Paris 

Purse: $5,207,405 
Surface: Hardcourt indoor 
Men’s Singies 
First Round 

Radu Albot, Moldova, def. Nikoioz Bas¬ 
ilashvili, Georgia, 6-3, 6-2. 

Marin Cilic, Croatia, def. Hubert Hur- 
kacz, Poland, 7-6 (5), 6-4. 

Jan-Lennard Struff, Germany, def. Yo- 
shihito Nishioka, Japan, 4-6, 7-5, 6-2. 

Fernando Verdasco, Spain, def. Borna 
Coric, Croatia, 3-6, 6-4, 6-3. 

Milos Raonic, Canada, def. Cameron 
Norrie, Britain, 6-3, 6-2. 

Cristian Garin, Chile, def. Pablo Cue- 


rey. United States, 5-7, 6-3, 7-5. 

Benoit Paire, France, def. Damir Dzum- 
hur, Bosnia-Herzegovina, 7-5, 6-4. 

Jo-Wilfried Tsonga, France, def. An- 


AFCA Division II Coaches poll 

Records Through Oct. 26 

Record Pts Pvs 

1. Valdosta State (29) 8-0 772 1 

2. Ferris State (1) 8-0 737 2 

3. Minnesota State 8-0 706 3 

4. Tarleton State (1) 8-0 689 4 

5. Ouachita Baptist 8-0 648 5 

6. Notre Dame (Ohio) 8-0 605 6 

7. Lenoir-Rhyne 8-0 572 7 

8. Indianapolis 7-0 552 8 

9. Colorado School of Mines 8-0 528 9 

10. Slippery Rock 8-0 509 9 

11. Central Missouri 8-0 459 11 

12. Wingate 8-0 429 12 

13. Colorado State-Pueblo 7-1 386 13 

14. Northwest Missouri State 7-1 356 14 

15. Bowie State 8-0 336 15 

16. Grand Valley State 7-1312 16 

17. Kutztown 8-0 299 17 

18. Harding 7-1 267 18 

19. Indiana (Pa.) 7-1 217 19 

20. West Florida 6-1 190 20 

21. Angelo State 7-1 140 22 

22. Westchester 7-1 136 21 

23. Henderson State 7-1 89 23 

24. Texas A&M-Commerce 5-2 57 23 

25. Truman State 7-1 16 — 

Others receiving votes: Tiffin 12, 

Frostburg State 9, Sioux Falls 9, West 
Texas A&M 9, Virginia Union 7, Fort Hays 
State 6, Missouri Western State 6, South¬ 
ern Arkansas 4, Carson-Newman 3, Pitts¬ 
burg State 3. 

AFCA Division III Coaches poll 

Records through Oct. 26 

Record Pts Pvs 

1. Mary Hardin-Baylor (41) 7-0 1307 1 

2. Mount Union (12) 7-0 1282 2 

3. Wisconsin-Whitewater 7-0 1212 3 

4. St. John’s (Minn.) 7-0 1178 4 

5. Wheaton (III.) 7-0 1101 5 

6. Muhlenberg 7-0 1043 6 

7. Ithaca 7-0 927 7 

8. North Central 6-1 912 8 

9. Wartburg 7-0 870 9 

10. Salisbury 6-0 817 10 

11. John Carroll 6-1 722 12 

12. Delaware Valley 7-1 714 11 

13. Bethel (Minn.) 6-1 702 13 

14. Wesley 6-1 524 15 

15. Wisconsin-Platteville 6-1 505 16 

16. Hardin-Simmons 5-2 501 14 

17. Case Western Reserve 7-0 447 17 

18. Cortland 7-0 433 18 

19. Chapman 6-0 386 20 

20. Linfield 5-1 361 19 

21. Berry 7-1 265 21 

22. Susquehanna 6-1 248 22 

23. St. Thomas (Minn.) 5-2 209 23 

24. Union (N.Y.) 7-0 152 24 

25. Bridgewater (Va.) 7-0 117 25 

Others receiving votes: Redlands 77, 

WPI 46, Texas Lutheran 41, Wisconsin-La 
Crosse 37, Baldwin-Wallace 18, Brockport 
16, Central (Iowa) 12, Wisconsin-Oshkosh 
11, Martin Luther 9, Hope 7, Johns Hop¬ 
kins 6, Hobart 5, Middlebury 3, Denison 

I, Whitworth 1. 

NAIA poll 

Records through Oct. 26 

Record Pts Pvs 

1. Morningside (17) 7-0 392 1 

2. Marian (Ind.) 6-0 368 3 

3. Kansas Wesleyan 8-0 361 2 

4. Grand View 8-0 350 4 

5. Northwestern (Iowa) 7-0 327 5 

6. College of Idaho 7-0 321 7 

7. Lindsey Wilson 8-0 309 8 

8. Cumberlands 7-0 284 9 

9. Evangel 7-1 269 10 

10. Keiser 8-0 241 12 

II. Saint Xavier 5-2 236 11 

12. Ottawa (Ariz.) 8-0 215 15 

13. Benedictine (Kan.) 6-2 205 14 

14. Siena Heights 7-1 201 18 

15. Concordia (Mich.) 6-2 182 16 

16. Saint Francis (Ind.) 5-2 180 6 

17. Reinhardt 7-2 149 17 

18. Southeastern (Fla.) 6-1 131 19 

19. Montana Tech 5-2 122 20 

20. Baker 6-2 105 21 

21. Dickinson State 6-2 91 13 

22. Langston 5-2 81 22 

23. Sterling 6-1 73 23 

24. Montana Western 5-2 45 24 

25. Waldorf 6-2 25 25 

Others receiving votes: Valley City 

State 5, Carroll (Mont.) 3, Dordt 3, Indi¬ 
ana Wesleyan 3. 


drey Rublev, Russia, 4-6, 7-5, 6-4. 

Adrian Mannarino, France, def. Casper 
Ruud, Norway, 6-4, 6-2. 

Men’s Doubles 
First Round 

Jurgen Melzer, Austria, and Edouard 
Roger-Vasselin, France, def. Tristan La- 
masine and Quentin Halys, France, 6-2, 
6-3. 

Jamie Murray and Neal Skupski, Brit¬ 
ain, def. Elliot Benchetrit and Corentin 
Moutet, France, 6-4, 3-6,10-7. 

Kevin Krawietz and Andreas Mies (5), 
Germany, def. Feliciano Lopez, Spain, 
and Fabio Fognini, Italy, 6-4, 6-4. 

Jan-Lennard Struff, Germany, and 
Hubert Hurkacz, Poland, def. Henri Kon- 
tinen, Finland, and John Peers, Australia, 
6-4, 7-6 (10). 

Robert Farah and Juan Sebastian Ca¬ 
bal (1), Colombia, def. Nikola Mektic and 
Franko Skugor, Croatia, 7-5, 6-4. 

Philipp Oswald, Austria, and Marcus 
Daniell, New Zealand, def. Michael Ve¬ 
nus, New Zealand, and Raven Klaasen 
(6), South Africa, 6-1, 6-7 (2), 10-7. 


MLS playoffs 

Conference Championships 
Tuesday, Oct. 29 
Seattle at Los Angeles 

Wednesday, Oct. 30 
Toronto at Atlanta 

MLS Cup 
Sunday, Nov. 10 

Toronto-Atlanta winner vs. Seattle-Los 
Angeles winner at higher-seeded team 


College hockey 


NCAA Division I Ice Hockey 

MINNEAPOLIS - The top 20 teams in 
the NCAA Division I men’s ice hockey 
poll, compiled by U.S. College Hockey 
Online, with first-place votes in paren¬ 
theses, records through Oct. 27 and pre¬ 
vious ranking: 

Record Pts Pvs 

1. Denver (46) 6-0-0 996 1 

2. Minnesota State (4) 5-0-1 952 2 

3. UMass 4-1-0 861 3 

4. Cornell 0-0-0 778 4 

5. Notre Dame 4-0-0 768 5 

6. Minnesota Duluth 3-3-0 670 8 

7. Wisconsin 4-2-0 653 6 

8. Providence 4-2-0 641 7 

9. Quinnipiac 4-1-0 594 9 

10. Northeastern 4-1-1 562 11 

11. Clarkson 3-2-1 454 13 

12. Penn State 4-1-0 449 12 

13. Ohio State 4-1-1 418 15 

14. North Dakota 4-1-1 359 16 

15. Boston College 2-3-0 329 10 

16. St. Cloud 1-1-2 285 14 

17. UMass Lowell 4-2-2 136 - 

18. Bowling Green 4-3-0 125 17 

19. Harvard 0-0-0 120 19 

20. Northern Michigan 4-1-1 118 — 

Others receiving votes: Western 

Michigan 79, Omaha 35, Michigan 32, 
RIT 28, Boston University 23, Minnesota 
15, Brown 11, Bemidji State 5, Alaska 1, 
Maine 1, Colorado College 1, Dartmouth 


Monday’s transactions 

BASEBALL 
American League 

BOSTON RED SOX - Named Chaim 
Bloom chief baseball officer. 

CHiCAGO WHITE SOX - Sent LHP Man¬ 
ny Banuelos, OF Ryan Cordell, INF Ryan 
Goins and INF outright to Charlotte (IL). 

NEW YORK YANKEES - Announced 
pitching coach Larry Rothschild will not 
return next season. 

SEATTLE MARINERS - Sent RHP 
Chasen Bradford, INF Ryon Healy and 
RHP Connor Sadzeck outright to Tacoma 
(PCD. 

National League 

PITTSBURGH PIRATES - Fired execu¬ 
tive vice president and general manager 
Neal Huntington. Promoted assistant 
general manager Kevin Graves to interim 
general manager. Named Travis Williams 
president. 

SAN DIEGO PADRES - Named Jayce 
Tingler manager and agreed to terms 
with him on a three-year contract. 

BASKETBALL 

National Basketball Association 

NBA — Fined Detroit F Markieff Mor¬ 
ris $35,000 for directing inappropriate 
and offensive language toward a game 
official. 

ATLANTA HAWKS - Transferred Gs 
Charlie Brown Jr. and Brandon Goodwin 
to College Park (NBAGL). 

FOOTBALL 

National Football League 

ARIZONA CARDINALS - Placed RB D.J. 
Foster on IR. 

CLEVELAND BROWNS - Traded DE/ 
LB Genard Avery to Philadelphioa for a 
fourth-round 2021 draft pick. 

MIAMI DOLPHINS - Traded RB Kenyan 
Drake to Arizona for a conditional 2020 
draft pick. 

NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS - Re-signed 
QB OB Cody Kessler. 

TENNESSEE TITANS - Signed DL Matt 
Dickerson to the active roster. Waived CB 
Kareem Orr. Signed RB Dalyn Dawkins to 
the practice squad. 

HOCKEY 

National Hockey League 

NHL — Suspended Winnipeg F Adam 
Lowry two games for boarding. 

CAROLINA HURRICANES - Recalled F 
Brian Gibbons from Charlotte (AHL). 

COLUMBUS BLUE JACKETS - Placed F 
Alexandre Texier and D Ryan Murray on 
IR. 

DALLAS STARS - Recalled F Nick Caa- 
mano from Texas (AHL). 

DETROIT RED WINGS - Acquired LW 
Brendan Perlini from the Chicago Black- 
hawks for D Alec Regula. 

PHILADELPHIA FLYERS - Called up F 
Matthew Strome from Reading (ECHL) to 
Lehigh Valley (AHL). 

ST. LOUIS BLUES - Placed F Vladimir 
Tarasenko on long-term IR. 

SOCCER 

U.S. SOCCER - Named Vlatko An- 
donovski women’s national team coach. 

COLLEGE 

ARIZONA — Fired defensive coordi¬ 
nator Marcel Yates and LB coach John 
Rushing. Promoted defensive analyst 
Chuck Cecil to interim defensive coor¬ 
dinator and analyst Hank Hobson to an 
on-field coaching role. 
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Script: Howard had to repair relationship with LA fans 


FROM BACK PAGE 

thought of him as the epitome of an 
NBA diva just a few months ago. 

“I’m just grateful,” Howard said. “I 
think myself and the fans, we’ve been 
through a lot together. But just to be 
back here means a lot, so I’m just tak¬ 
ing it all in. Every second, every mo¬ 
ment on the court is valuable, and the 
fans enjoy when we go out there and 
put everything on the line.” 

It’s difficult to overstate the about- 
face that has occurred for both How¬ 
ard and Lakers fans. Howard’s every 
appearance in any uniform at Staples 
since 2013 had been greeted with 
deafening boos and vitriol — but in 
the Lakers’ first three games, he has 
earned multiple ovations for his self¬ 
less, energetic play. 

“That’s why we brought him here,” 
LeBron James said. “We felt like when 
everyone else was writing him off, we 
could give him a great opportunity. 
We believed in him, and his word, and 
he’s making the most of it.” 

It all goes back to 2012, when How¬ 
ard joined the Lakers from Orlando 
and teamed up with Kobe Bryant, 
Steve Nash and Pau Gasol on a po¬ 
tential superteam. Those Lakers 
foundered and crashed out in the first 
round after Bryant and Nash were 
injured while Howard struggled 
through a back injury. 

After clashing with Bryant and 
reacting negatively to the Lakers’ 
championship-or-bust culture, How- 



Kelvin Kuo/AP 

Lakers center Dwight Howard, center, goes up for a shot 
while Charlotte Hornets guard Malik Monk, right, and PJ 
Washington defend on Sunday in Los Angeles. 


ard was so eager to leave LA that he 
signed with Houston for $30 million 
less than he would have made in the 
deal offered by the Lakers. LA’s fans 
took it personally. 

The Lakers haven’t made the 
playoffs since, and Howard’s career 
never reached its former heights. 
He bounced from the Rockets to five 
more franchises, including two that 
waived him before he even played for 
them. 

Howard is 33 years old now, and he 
missed all but nine games of last sea¬ 
son with Washington after back sur¬ 
gery. A player who ranked among the 
league’s elite during the first decade 
of his career had been reduced to a 
journeyman with no clear future. 

Howard thought deeply about the 
state of his career during his recov¬ 
ery, spent largely alone on his farm 
back in north Georgia. 

“You don’t want to take anything 
for granted,” Howard said. “Surger¬ 
ies, missing games, being out for 
seasons — every moment that you 
have on the court is valuable. Before 
I even had the opportunity to come to 
the Lakers, I just kept telling myself, 
‘Wherever I’m at, whoever I’m play¬ 
ing for, when I step on the court, just 
give 110%. Even if it’s 2 minutes, 30 
seconds, 15 minutes, just do whatever 
you can to help that team win.’ And 
now I’m coming back to the best team 
in the best city in the world, so I’m 
very thankful.” 


When DeMarcus Cousins blew out 
his knee shortly after signing with the 
Lakers, they needed a second center 
to spell JaVale McGee and Anthony 
Davis. 

Howard auditioned for the job, fly¬ 
ing to Los Angeles for a workout and 
spending time in conversation with 
veterans. Howard insisted he had 
changed, and a championship was 
his only goal. While LA hated him, 
he still loved LA — and he would play 
any role for the chance to contribute 
to a good team. 

After agreeing to a non-guaran- 
teed contract that allowed the Lakers 
to cut ties with him before January, 
Howard has done everything he 
promised. His coaches and team¬ 
mates are thrilled. 

Lakers coach Frank Vogel called 
Howard’s effort against Charlotte “off 
the charts. He was a star in his role 
tonight, and that’s what we’re asking 
him to be. Not the superstar he was 
the first time around, but to be a role 
player and to be a star in the role.” 

And when Vogel pulled Howard 
from Sunday’s game with a 16-point 
lead and a few minutes to play. Sta¬ 
ples Center rose and cheered again. 

“Obviously he wanted to redeem 
himself from the first stint,” James 
said. “But just being back on the floor, 
a guy that hadn’t played since last No¬ 
vember, and the fact that he is a big 
contributor, I think it was just a big 
night for him.” 




Top Scores for Week 8 

111 hansenbh 

Middle East 

110 cowboy48 

United States 
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Europe 

108 MSCSCO 

United States 

107 ewertti 

Europe 

105 PurplePeopleEaters 

Pacific 

104 820th Horseman 

Middle East 

103 JFKF4853 

Middle East 

102 gbpack 
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Top 10 Overall Scores 

738 gbpack 

Europe ^ 

718 hansenbh 

Middle East 

700 820th Horseman 

Middle East 

703 PurplePeopleEaters Pacific 

700 ReviewlO 

United States 

695 cowboy48 

United States 

693 leanfontenot 

United States 

683 gobrownies43 

Europe 

676 ccrouse5535 

United States 

673 JFKF4853 

Middle East 


Week 09 DEADLINE 

12 Noon US Central Time, Every Thursday 

Log in every week during the 2019 NFL Season and make your picks for the winners of the upcoming NFL games. 
Earn points for every winning team you pick and at the end of the season, you may find yourself the winner.* 


There is no cost to participate, but you must register to play. Rules and restrictions apply. See official rules of play on nf1.stripes.com. 
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Scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 

Atlantic Division 


Philadelphia 
Toronto 
Boston 
Brooklyn 
New York 


W L Pet GB 


Southeast Division 


Centrai Division 


Atlanta 

Miami 

Orlando 

Washington 

Charlotte 

Milwaukee 

Detroit 

Cleveland 

Chicago 

Indiana 


Western Conference 

Southwest Division 

W L Pet GB 

San Antonio 3 

Houston 2 

Dallas 2 

Memphis 1 

New Orleans 0 

Northwest Division 
Denver 3 0 

Minnesota 3 0 : 

Utah 3 1 

Portland 2 2 

Oklahoma City 1 3 

Pacific Division 
L.A. Clippers 3 1 

L.A. Lakers 2 1 

Phoenix 2 2 

Golden State 1 2 

Sacramento 0 4 

Sunday’s games 
Oklahoma City 120, Golden State 92 
Memphis 134, Brooklyn 133, OT 
Minnesota 116, Miami 109 
Portland 121, Dallas 119 
L.A. Lakers 120, Charlotte 101 
Monday’s games 
Detroit 96, Indiana 94 
New York 105, Chicago 98 
Philadelphia 105, Atlanta 103 
Toronto 104, Orlando 95 
Golden State 134, New Orleans 123 
Houston 116, Oklahoma City 112 
Milwaukee 129, Cleveland 112 
San Antonio 113, Portland 110 
Denver 101, Sacramento 94 
Utah 96, Phoenix 95 
L.A. Clippers 111, Charlotte 96 
Tuesday’s games 
Atlanta at Miami 
Dallas at Denver 
Memphis at L.A. Lakers 

Wednesday’s games 
Chicago at Cleveland 
Minnesota at Philadelphia 
New York at Orlando 
Detroit at Toronto 
Indiana at Brooklyn 
Milwaukee at Boston 
Houston at Washington 
Portland at Oklahoma City 
Charlotte at Sacramento 
L.A. Clippers at Utah 
Phoenix at Golden State 

Monday 

Raptors 104, Magic 95 

ORLANDO - Isaac 7-10 5-5 24, Gordon 

1- 6 0-0 2, Vucevic 1-13 2-2 5, Augustin 3- 

9 3-5 10, Fournier 7-15 3-3 18, Aminu 3-4 
0-0 7, Bamba 2-7 0-0 5, Fultz 6-11 0-0 13, 
Carter-Williams 0-3 0-0 0, Ross 4-11 2-3 
11. Totals 34-89 15-18 95. 

TORONTO - Anunoby 5-11 0-0 12, 
Siakam 9-16 5-5 24, Gasol 4-7 0-0 10, 
VanVIeet 3-14 7-7 14, Lowry 7-18 9-10 26, 
Powell 1-7 2-2 4, Ibaka 3-10 2-2 9, Boucher 
0-0 2-2 2, Davis 0-0 0-0 0, McCaw 1-2 1-2 3. 
Totals 33-85 28-30 104. 

Orlando 22 24 21 28- 95 

Toronto 31 20 27 26-104 

Three-Point Goals—Orlando 12-39 
(Isaac 5-7, Bamba 1-2, Aminu 1-2, Vucev¬ 
ic 1-3, Augustin 1-3, Fultz 1-4, Fournier 1- 
7, Ross 1-8, Carter-Williams 0-1, Gordon 
0-2), Toronto 10-39 (Lowry 3-11, Gasol 

2- 3, Anunoby 2-4, Siakam 1-4, Ibaka 1- 
5, VanVIeet 1-7, McCaw 0-1, Powell 0-4). 
Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Orlando 
47 (Vucevic 12), Toronto 52 (Ibaka, Gasol 
10). Assists—Orlando 22 (Gordon, Fultz 
5), Toronto 19 (VanVIeet, Lowry 6). Total 
Fouls—Orlando 20, Toronto 20. Techni- 
cals-Gasol. A-19,800 (19,800). 

Warriors 134, Peiicans 123 

GOLDEN STATE - Russell 9-21 3-6 24, 
Robinson III 5-13 2-2 12, Green 7-12 2-3 16, 
Curry 9-17 4-4 26, Poole 4-10 2-2 13, Spell¬ 
man 3-7 2-4 8, Chriss 2-3 0-0 4, Paschall 4- 
5 0-0 8, Bowman 0-2 0-0 0, Evans 0-0 0-0 0, 
Lee 8-14 3-3 23. Totals 51-104 18-24 134. 

NEW ORLEANS - Hart 4-9 2-2 12, In¬ 
gram 10-23 3-5 27, Okafor 3-4 0-0 6, Ball 
4-10 2-2 12, Redick 1-10 2-3 5, Williams 6- 

10 1-4 16, Melli 1-4 0-1 2, Hayes 9-11 1-3 
19, Jackson 4-11 0-0 9, Alexander-Walker 

6-11 1-2 15. Totals 48-103 12-22 123. 

Golden State 27 45 31 31-134 

New Orleans 23 32 24 44-123 

Three-Point Goals—Golden State IA¬ 
SS (Lee 4-6, Curry 4-10, Poole 3-5, Rus¬ 
sell 3-11, Spellman 0-1, Robinson III 0-1, 
Green 0-1), New Orleans 15-47 (Ingram 
4-9, Williams 3-6, Alexander-Walker 2-4, 
Hart 2-5, Ball 2-6, Jackson 1-5, Redick 1-9, 
Hayes 0-1, Melli 0-2). Fouled Out—None. 
Rebounds—Golden State 61 (Green 17), 
New Orleans 41 (Ingram 10). Assists— 
Golden State 37 (Curry 11), New Orleans 
36 (Ball, Alexander-Walker 9). Total 
Fouls—Golden State 22, New Orleans 20. 
Technicals—Golden State coach War¬ 
riors (Delay of game). A-17,307 (16,867). 


76ers 105, Hawks 103 

PHILADELPHIA - Harris 5-16 2-3 13, 
Horford 1-4 2-2 5, Embiid 12-19 10-10 36, 
Simmons 6-111-2 13, Richardson 6-14 0-0 
14, Ennis III 1-3 0-0 3, Thybulle 2-8 2-4 8, 
Scott 0-2 0-0 0, O’Quinn 1-3 0-0 2, Milton 
2-5 3-4 9, Korkmaz 1-3 0-0 2. Totals 37-88 
20-25 105. 

ATLANTA - Hunter 4-8 4-7 14, Collins 

6- 10 3-4 16, Len 2-7 1-2 5, Young 7-20 9-10 
25, Reddish 2-7 0-0 4, Fernando 5-7 0-2 11, 
Parker 2-7 0-0 6, Jones 1-11-2 3, Carter 2-5 
0-0 4, Turner 0-1 2-2 2, Bembry 3-6 1-2 7, 
Huerter 2-5 1-1 6. Totals 36-84 22-32 103. 

Philadelphia 31 32 19 23-105 

Atlanta 40 25 18 20-103 

Three-Point Goals—Philadelphia 11- 
41 (Richardson 2-5, Milton 2-5, Embiid 

2- 6, Thybulle 2-7, Horford 1-2, Ennis III 
1-2, Harris 1-9, O’Quinn 0-1, Scott 0-2, 
Korkmaz 0-2), Atlanta 9-27 (Parker 2-3, 
Hunter 2-4, Young 2-5, Fernando 1-2, Col¬ 
lins 1-2, Huerter 1-3, Reddish 0-1, Carter 
0-3, Len 0-4). Fouled Out—Collins. Re¬ 
bounds—Philadelphia 49 (Embiid 13), 
Atlanta 45 (Hunter 9). Assists—Philadel¬ 
phia 22 (Simmons 6), Atlanta 23 (Young 
9). Total Fouls—Philadelphia 29, Atlanta 
25. Technicals—Embiid, Young, Atlanta 
coach Hawks (Defensive three second). 
A-14,094 (18,118). 

Spurs 113, Trail Blazers 110 

PORTLAND - Hood 3-7 4-4 11, Tolliver 
1-4 2-2 5, Whiteside 4-9 0-0 8, Lillard 9-28 

7- 8 28, McCollum 10-22 4-5 27, Hezonja 2- 
7 2-2 8, Labissiere 4-5 2-4 10, Bazemore 
1-9 1-2 3, Simons 5-9 0-0 10. Totals 39-100 
22-27 110. 

SAN ANTONIO - DeRozan 10-16 7-9 27, 
Aldridge 6-17 3-4 15, Lyles 0-2 0-0 0, Mur¬ 
ray 3-8 1-2 7, Forbes 4-11 4-4 14, Gay 2-4 3- 
4 8, Poeltl 1-1 0-0 2, Mills 4-8 1-2 12, White 

8- 11 5-6 21, Belinelli 3-7 0-1 7. Totals 41-85 
24-32 113. 

Portland 33 18 20 39-110 

San Antonio 19 26 37 31-113 

Three-Point Goals—Portland 10-33 
(McCollum 3-6, Lillard 3-10, Hezonja 2-5, 
Hood 1-4, Tolliver 1-4, Simons 0-1, Baze¬ 
more 0-3), San Antonio 7-22 (Mills 3-6, 
Forbes 2-6, Belinelli 1-3, Gay 1-3, Mur¬ 
ray 0-1, Aldridge 0-1, Lyles 0-2). Fouled 
Out—Bazemore. Rebounds—Portland 49 
(Tolliver 10), San Antonio 50 (Lyles 8). As¬ 
sists—Portland 19 (Lillard 7), San Anto¬ 
nio 25 (Murray 8). Total Fouls—Portland 
27, San Antonio 19. A-18,083 (18,581). 

Jazz 96, Suns 95 

UTAH - Bogdanovic 8-13 9-9 29, 
O’Neale 3-7 0-0 7, Gobert 2-4 11-12 15, 
Conley 0-7 1-2 1, Mitchell 9-24 4-8 25, 
Ingles 1-6 0-0 3, Niang 1-3 0-0 2, Green 2- 
4 3-4 8, Davis 0-0 0-0 0, Mudiay 1-3 4-4 6. 
Totals 27-71 32-39 96. 

PHOENIX - Oubre Jr. 7-19 2-4 18, Saric 

1- 2 1-2 4, Baynes 4-4 1-3 12, Rubio 4-9 2-4 
10, Booker 9-16 2-2 21, C.Johnson 1-3 0- 
0 3, Bridges 0-1 0-0 0, Kaminsky 3-11 2-2 
10, Carter 4-11 4-4 15, T.Johnson 0-4 2-2 2. 
Totals 33-80 16-23 95. 

Utah 28 18 24 26-96 

Phoenix 21 18 31 25-95 

Three-Point Goals-Utah 10-31 (Bog¬ 
danovic 4-8, Mitchell 3-8, Green 1-1, 
O’Neale 1-4, Ingles 1-5, Niang 0-2, Conley 
0-3), Phoenix 13-34 (Baynes 3-3, Carter 

3- 7, Kaminsky 2-6, Oubre Jr. 2-8, Saric 1- 

1, C.Johnson 1-3, Booker 1-3, Rubio 0-1, 
T.Johnson 0-1, Bridges 0-1). Fouled Out— 
Baynes. Rebounds—Utah 49 (Gobert 18), 
Phoenix 40 (Rubio 10). Assists—Utah 19 
(Ingles 5), Phoenix 23 (Rubio 8). Total 
Fouls—Utah 26, Phoenix 31. Technicals— 
Ingles, Carter. A-14,805 (18,422). 

Clippers 111, Hornets 96 

CHARLOTTE - Bridges 3-11 0-0 8, 
Washington 4-8 1-3 11, Zeller 4-10 3-4 
14, Rozier 7-17 0-0 17, Bacon 1-6 2-2 5, 
M.Williams 1-3 0-0 2, Biyombo 4-4 2-3 10, 
Graham 5-11 2-2 14, Co.Martin 0-1 0-0 0, 
Monk 7-12 0-0 15. Totals 36-83 10-14 96. 

L.A. CLIPPERS - Leonard 10-18 8-8 30, 
Patterson 1-2 0-0 3, Zubac 3-5 1-1 7, Bever¬ 
ley 2-9 0-0 5, Shamet 6-12 0-0 16, Harkless 

2- 3 0-0 5, Mann 0-0 0-0 0, Harrell 8-12 3-3 
19, Kabengele 0-0 0-0 0, Green 1-5 0-0 3, 
Walton Jr. 0-0 0-0 0, L.Williams 7-17 7-9 23, 
Robinson 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 40-83 19-21 111. 

Charlotte 28 26 20 22- 96 

L.A. Clippers 29 28 29 25-111 

Three-Point Goals—Charlotte 14-39 
(Zeller 3-4, Rozier 3-7, Washington 2-5, 
Graham 2-6, Bridges 2-7, Bacon 1-2, Monk 

1- 5, Co.Martin 0-1, M.Williams 0-2), L.A. 
Clippers 12-33 (Shamet 4-9, Leonard 2-5, 
L.Williams 2-6, Patterson 1-1, Harkless 1- 

2, Green 1-4, Beverley 1-6). Fouled Out— 
None. Rebounds—Charlotte 38 (Zeller 
13), L.A. Clippers 44 (Harrell, Leonard 7). 
Assists—Charlotte 24 (Graham 12), L.A. 
Clippers 23 (Leonard 6). Total Fouls— 
Charlotte 23, L.A. Clippers 24. Techni- 
cals—Charlotte coach Hornets (Defen¬ 
sive three second). A-19,068 (18,997). 

Rockets 116, Thunder 112 

OKLAHOMA CITY - Ferguson 0-1 0-0 
0, Gallinari 6-17 3-3 17, Adams 2-7 2-4 6, 
Paul 6-14 0-2 15, Gilgeous-Alexander 8- 
21 4-4 22, Nader 1-2 0-0 3, Bazley 1-2 0-0 

3, Noel 5-6 5-6 15, Schroder 8-13 2-3 22, 
Burton 0-0 0-0 0, Diallo 4-11 1-2 9. Totals 
41-94 17-24 112. 

HOUSTON - House Jr. 3-112-3 9, Tucker 
6-9 0-0 17, Capela 7-11 1-3 15, Westbrook 

9- 16 3-4 21, Harden 8-21 21-22 40, Sefolo- 
sha 0-3 0-0 0, Chandler 0-0 0-0 0, Rivers 

2- 6 0-0 4, Gordon 4-11 1-1 10, McLemore 
0-2 0-0 0. Totals 39-90 28-33 116. 


Oklahoma City 35 27 18 32-112 

Houston 22 30 39 25-116 

Three-Point Goals—Oklahoma City 13- 
35 (Schroder 4-8, Paul 3-7, Gilgeous-Alex¬ 
ander 2-6, Gallinari 2-7, Nader 1-2, Bazley 

1- 2, Ferguson 0-1, Diallo 0-2), Houston 10- 
44 (Tucker 5-7, Harden 3-14, Gordon 1-7, 
House Jr. 1-8, Westbrook 0-1, McLemore 
0-2, Sefolosha 0-2, Rivers 0-3). Fouled 
Out—None. Rebounds—Oklahoma City 
52 (Adams 12), Houston 40 (Westbrook 
12). Assists—Oklahoma City 22 (Schro¬ 
der 7), Houston 21 (Westbrook 9). Total 
Fouls—Oklahoma City 27, Houston 24. 
Technicals—Paul, Oklahoma City coach 
Thunder (Defensive three second), Di¬ 
allo, Westbrook. A-18,055 (18,500). 

Pistons 96, Pacers 94 

INDIANA - Warren 9-22 0-0 19, Sabonis 
8-18 4-5 21, Turner 7-11 1-2 16, Brogdon 5- 
17 4-4 15, Sumner 2-7 1-2 5, McDermott 0- 
2 0-0 0, Leaf 3-5 0-0 6, McConnell 3-7 0-0 6, 
J.Holiday 2-5 0-0 6. Totals 39-94 10-13 94. 

DETROIT - Snell 3-6 0-0 8, Morris 3-5 
0-0 8, Drummond 8-15 2-3 18, Frazier 0-4 

2- 2 2, Kennard 5-11 1-1 14, Maker 0-0 0-0 
0, Wood 8-10 0-0 19, Galloway 2-9 2-2 6, 
Rose 4-16 2-2 10, Brown 4-5 0-0 11. Totals 
37-81 9-10 96. 

Indiana 25 28 18 23-94 

Detroit 33 26 19 18-96 

Three-Point Goals—Indiana 6-21 
(J.Holiday 2-4, Sabonis 1-2, Warren 1-3, 
Turner 1-3, Brogdon 1-6, McDermott 0- 
1, Sumner 0-2), Detroit 13-24 (Wood 3-3, 
Brown 3-3, Kennard 3-6, Morris 2-2, Snell 

2- 5, Frazier 0-1, Drummond 0-1, Galloway 
0-3). Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—In¬ 
diana 45 (Sabonis 14), Detroit 48 (Drum¬ 
mond 18). Assists—Indiana 24 (Brogdon 
11), Detroit 21 (Frazier 8). Total Fouls-ln- 
diana 18, Detroit 18. A-13,565 (20,491). 

Nuggets 101, Kings 94 

DENVER - Barton 5-14 2-3 13, Millsap 4- 
9 1-2 9, Jokic 4-15 1-1 9, Murray 6-14 4-4 18, 
Harris 5-9 4-4 17, Grant 2-9 4-4 9, Craig 1-8 
0-0 2, Plumlee 5-6 0-0 10, Morris 2-8 1-1 6, 
Beasley 2-6 2-2 8. Totals 36-98 19-21 101. 

SACRAMENTO - Barnes 5-12 2-2 12, 
Bjelica 4-11 0-0 12, Dedmon 2-6 0-0 4, Fox 
7-17 3-6 20, Hield 2-13 0-0 5, Ariza 3-5 0-0 9, 
Holmes 10-144-6 24, Joseph 1-10-0 2, Bog¬ 
danovic 2-12 1-2 6. Totals 36-91 10-16 94. 
Denver 21 26 30 24-101 

Sacramento 28 25 17 24- 94 

Three-Point Goals—Denver 10-36 
(Harris 3-4, Beasley 2-5, Murray 2-7, Mor¬ 
ris 1-2, Barton 1-4, Grant 1-5, Millsap 0-2, 
Craig 0-2, Jokic 0-5), Sacramento 12-37 
(Bjelica 4-6, Ariza 3-4, Fox 3-9, Hield 1-6, 
Bogdanovic 1-7, Dedmon 0-1, Barnes 0-4). 
Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Denver 54 
(Jokic 13), Sacramento 48 (Holmes 13). 
Assists—Denver 19 (Grant, Murray, Bar¬ 
ton, Plumlee 3), Sacramento 25 (Fox 9). 
Total Fouls—Denver 18, Sacramento 21. 
Technicals—Holmes. A—15,870 (17,608). 

Knicks 105, Bulls 98 

CHICAGO - Markkanen 5-13 6-6 18, 
Porter Jr. 3-11 0-0 7, Carter Jr. 7-9 6-7 20, 
Satoransky 1-5 0-0 2, LaVine 8-18 3-4 21, 
Kornet 1-3 0-0 2, Young 6-12 1-2 15, Dunn 
1-6 1-2 3, Arcidiacono 2-3 0-0 5, White 2-5 
0-0 5. Totals 36-85 17-21 98. 

NEW YORK - Morris Sr. 4-13 1-1 10, 
Randle 5-13 3-5 13, Robinson 4-9 2-4 10, 
Payton 1-3 1-2 3, Barrett 7-15 5-11 19, 
Knox II 4-9 4-4 14, Portis 10-14 4-5 28, Gib¬ 
son 0-1 0-0 0, Ntilikina 0-6 0-0 0, Ellington 

3- 8 0-0 8. Totals 38-91 20-32 105. 

Chicago 33 19 28 18- 98 

New York 15 27 30 33-105 

Three-Point Goals—Chicago 9-35 
(Young 2-4, Markkanen 2-6, LaVine 2- 
7, Arcidiacono 1-2, White 1-3, Porter Jr. 
1-6, Carter Jr. 0-1, Dunn 0-1, Kornet 0-2, 
Satoransky 0-3), New York 9-29 (Portis 

4- 4, Knox II 2-5, Ellington 2-7, Morris Sr. 

1- 4, Gibson 0-1, Randle 0-2, Barrett 0-2, 
Ntilikina 0-4). Fouled Out—None. Re¬ 
bounds—Chicago 38 (Carter Jr. 10), New 
York 63 (Barrett 15). Assists-Chicago 
19 (Satoransky 5), New York 19 (Randle, 
Barrett 5). Total Fouls—Chicago 22, New 
York 19. Technicals—Morris Sr.. A—19,812 
(19,812). 

Bucks 129, Cavaliers 112 

CLEVELAND - Osman 4-8 0-0 10, Love 

5- 12 2-2 15, Thompson 8-18 1-2 17, Gar¬ 
land 4-11 0-0 9, Sexton 8-15 0-0 18, McK- 
innie 0-0 0-0 0, Cook 1-2 0-0 2, Nance Jr. 

6- 9 1-2 15, Dellavedova2-5 1-15, Clarkson 
6-13 3-3 17, Porter Jr. 1-7 2-2 4. Totals 45- 
100 10-12 112. 

MILWAUKEE - Middleton 9-14 0-0 21, 
G.Antetokounmpo 5-15 4-8 14, B.Lopez 5-9 
3-3 16, Bledsoe 6-16 2-3 14, Matthews 5-9 

2- 2 14, Ilyasova 1-5 0-0 3, Wilson 0-1 0-0 
0, R.Lopez 1-2 0-0 2, Hill 7-10 4-7 19, Con- 
naughton 6-8 1-1 17, DiVincenzo 0-0 0-0 0, 
Korver 3-3 0-0 9. Totals 48-92 16-24 129. 

Cleveland 31 21 28 32-112 

Milwaukee 30 29 32 38-129 

Three-Point Goals—Cleveland 12- 
39 (Love 3-10, Nance Jr. 2-4, Osman 2-5, 
Sexton 2-5, Clarkson 2-6, Garland 1-5, 
Porter Jr. 0-2, Dellavedova 0-2), Milwau¬ 
kee 17-38 (Connaughton 4-5, Korver 3-3, 
Middleton 3-5, B.Lopez 3-7, Matthews 
2-6, Ilyasova 1-2, Hill 1-2, R.Lopez 0-1, 
Wilson 0-1, G.Antetokounmpo 0-2, Bled¬ 
soe 0-4). Fouled Out—None. Rebounds— 
Cleveland 48 (Love 16), Milwaukee 50 
(G.Antetokounmpo 10). Assists—Cleve¬ 
land 19 (Clarkson, Thompson 4), Milwau¬ 
kee 29(Bledsoe8).Total Fouls—Cleveland 
22, Milwaukee 15. Technicals—Milwaukee 
coach Bucks (Defensive three second), 
R.Lopez. A-17,385 (17,500). 


Roundup 

Portis helps Knicks 
to first win of year 


Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Bobby Portis 
scored a season-high 28 points 
against his former team, includ¬ 
ing a go-ahead three-pointer with 
1:47 remaining, and the New York 
Knicks beat the Chicago Bulls 
105-98 on Monday night for their 
first victory of the season. 

Portis hadn’t scored in double 
digits yet in his first season with 
the Knicks, but was superb in 
bringing New York back from an 
18-point deficit. The reserve was 
lO-for-14, making all four three- 
pointers, and added 11 rebounds. 

The Knicks needed all of it 
on a night when they fell behind 
with a dreadful start and stayed 
that way until the fourth quarter. 
They never even led until Portis’ 
go-ahead three, which he followed 
with another three that pushed it 
to 103-98 during a 15-0 run to fin¬ 
ish the game. 

Rookie RJ Barrett added 19 
points and 15 rebounds for the 
Knicks, who had dropped their 
first three games. 

Zach LaVine scored 21 points 
for the Bulls, who fell to 1-3 

Rockets 116, Thunder 112: 
James Harden scored 40 points 
and Russell Westbrook scored 21 
and fell an assist shy of a triple¬ 
double against his former team, 
as host Houston beat Oklahoma 
City. 

Westbrook had 12 rebounds 
and nine assists after notching 
his 139th triple-double in his last 
game to pass Magic Johnson for 
second-most in a career. 

It was the first game between 
these teams since a summer trade 
reunited Westbrook with Harden 
and sent Chris Paul to Oklahoma 
City. Paul had 15 points, four as¬ 
sists and five rebounds. 

Pistons 96, Pacers 94: Der¬ 
rick Rose made a driving layup 
with 28.3 seconds left to give De¬ 
troit the lead and the host Pistons 
beat winless Indiana for the sec¬ 
ond time in a week. 

Rose shot just 4-for-16 from the 
field, but his left-handed layup 
went in to put Detroit up 95-94. 
Malcolm Brogdon missed at the 
other end, but Indiana got an of¬ 
fensive rebound. T.J. Warren 
then missed badly on a tough shot 
from the corner. 

Raptors 104, Magic 95: Kyle 
Lowry scored 10 of his 26 points 
in the fourth quarter, Pascal 
Siakam added 24 and host Toron¬ 
to withstood a late rally to beat 
Orlando for its third win in four 
games. 

Marc Gasol had 10 points and 
10 rebounds, Fred VanVIeet 
scored 14 and OG Anunoby added 
12 for the Raptors. 

Bucks 129, Cavaliers 112: 
Khris Middleton scored 21 points, 
George Hill added 19 and seven 
Milwaukee players finished in 
double figures in a win over visit¬ 
ing Cleveland. 

Giannis Antetokounmpo had 


14 points, 10 rebounds and seven 
assists in 29 minutes, Pat Con¬ 
naughton added 17 points. Brook 
Lopez 16, and Wesley Matthews 
and Eric Bledsoe each finished 
with 14 points for Milwaukee. 

Warriors 134, Pelicans 123: 
Stephen Curry had 26 points and 
11 assists, and visiting Golden 
State won for the first time this 
season, beating winless New 
Orleans. 

Draymond Green had 16 points, 

17 rebounds and 10 assists for 
the injury-riddled Warriors, who 
dropped their first two games by 
19 or more points before domi¬ 
nating a Pelicans squad that was 
missing three injured starters, 
including top overall draft choice 
Zion Williamson. 

76ers 105, Hawks 103: Joel 
Embiid scored 36 points, includ¬ 
ing the winning free throws with 
5.3 seconds left, and visiting Phil¬ 
adelphia won its third straight 
game to begin the season. 

The 76ers made things tough 
for Trae Young and dominated 
down the stretch to deny the 
young Hawks their first 3-0 start 
in three seasons. Young had 25 
points on 7-for-20 shooting. 

Spurs 113, Trail Blazers 110: 
DeMar DeRozan scored 27 points 
and host San Antonio overcame 
a sluggish start to beat Portland 
and remain undefeated. 

Trail Blazers point guard Da¬ 
mian Lillard had 28 points, in¬ 
cluding 18 in the fourth quarter. 
His three-pointer from the right 
corner bounced in and out as time 
expired. 

Nuggets 101, Kings 94: 

Jamal Murray scored four of his 

18 points in the final 31 seconds, 
Gary Harris added a pair of late 
free throws and visiting Denver 
held on to beat winless Sacra¬ 
mento after blowing most of a big 
lead in the fourth quarter. 

The Nuggets (3-0) shook off a 
sluggish first half, took control in 
the third quarter with a stifling 
defense, then held off a late rally 
by the Kings to remain unbeaten. 

Jazz 96, Suns 95: Donovan 
Mitchell scored 25 points, includ¬ 
ing the winning free throw with 
0.4 seconds left, and visiting Utah 
rallied to beat Phoenix. 

Mitchell drove the lane in the 
final seconds, getting fouled by 
Devin Booker as he tried to make 
a layup. He made the first free 
throw before missing the second, 
and Frank Kaminsky Ill’s last- 
second heave was well short. 

Clippers 111, Hornets 96: 
Kawhi Leonard had 30 points, 
seven rebounds and six assists, 
and Lou Williams scored 23 
points in Los Angeles’ win over 
visiting Charlotte. 

Montrezl Harrell scored eight 
of his 19 points in the fourth quar¬ 
ter, and Landry Shamet added 
16 in the Clippers’ third win in 
four games to start a season with 
championship aspirations. 
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NHL/OLYMPICS 



Darryl Dyck, The Canadian Press/AP 


The Canucks’ J.T Miller takes control of the puck as the Panthers’ 
Mark Pysyk gets tripped up during the first period in Vancouver, 
British Columbia, on Monday. Vancouver scored five times in the 
first period on its way to a 7-2 victory. 


NHL roundup 


Canucks get going 
early, rout Panthers 


Associated Press 

VANCOUVER, British Colum¬ 
bia — Canucks forward J.T. Mill¬ 
er only knew he was on the cusp of 
his 100th career goal because his 
parents wouldn’t let him forget. 

“They’ve been putting pres¬ 
sure on me for about a week now 
so I told them to stop texting me,” 
he said. 

Miller had two goals Monday 
night, including his 100th in the 
NHL, and Vancouver scored five 
times in the first period on its way 
to a 7-2 victory over the Florida 
Panthers. 

Josh Leivo added a goal and 
an assist for the Canucks. Bran¬ 
don Sutter, Tim Schaller, Jake 
Virtanen and Brock Boeser also 
scored. Alex Edler and Elias Pet- 
tersson contributed three assists 
apiece. 

The first goal of the game for 
the 26-year-old Miller marked 
a milestone, but it wasn’t some¬ 
thing he was focused on. 

“Honestly, you’re so wrapped 
up in the game that you’re not re¬ 
ally paying attention,” Miller said. 
“It’s cool. Obviously I’m happy to 
do it. I’ve had a lot of help from 
other teammates along the way.” 

Traded to Vancouver from 
Tampa Bay last June, the ver¬ 
satile forward has concentrated 
instead on making his mark with 
the Canucks (7-3-1). He came into 
training camp wanting to make a 
good impression and has excelled 
ever since. 


Miller leads the team in goals 
with six and is second in points 
with 13. 

“I think we’re doing a lot of good 
things right now and the team’s 
building a lot of confidence and I 
think that’s really important,” he 
said. 

Miller’s line wasn’t the only 
one clicking for the Canucks. In 
fact, Boeser was the lone forward 
who didn’t have a point in the first 
20 minutes. 

Vancouver got on the board 
less than two minutes in and kept 
up offensive pressure that over¬ 
whelmed the Panthers much of 
the game. 

Coyotes 3, Sabres 2 (SO): 

Nick Schmaltz scored in the 
shootout, leading Arizona to the 
win at Buffalo. 

Conor Garland and Carl Soder- 
berg scored in regulation for the 
Coyotes (7-3-1). Schmaltz scored 
the game-winner on a low shot to 
the glove side. 

Darcy Kuemper made 24 saves 
and stopped all three Sabres at¬ 
tempts in the shootout. 

Jack Eichel and Jeff Skinner 
scored for Buffalo (9-2-2), which 
had won four of five. Carter Hut¬ 
ton made 41 saves. 

Both teams had prime scoring 
opportunities in overtime. The 
Sabres hit the post twice, and 
Arizona’s Clayton Keller nearly 
found himself with an empty 
net after Hutton mishandled the 
puck. 


NHL scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 


13 9 2 2 20 


10 5 3 2 12 


Buffalo 
Boston 
Florida 
Toronto 
Tampa Bay 

Montreal ii s a ^ 

Ottawa 11 3 7 1 7 

Detroit 12 3 8 1 7 

Metropolitan Division 
Washington 13 8 2 3 19 

N.Y. Islanders 11 8 3 0 16 

Carolina 11 7 3 1 15 

Pittsburgh 12 7 5 0 14 

Columbus 11 5 4 2 12 

Philadelphia 10 5 4 1 11 

N.Y. Rangers 9 3 5 1 7 

New Jersey 9 2 5 2 6 


GF GA 

44 33 

36 24 
43 48 
46 45 
34 32 
41 36 

29 37 
27 45 

50 43 

34 27 

37 29 
39 30 

30 39 

35 31 
29 34 
22 36 


Western Conference 


Colorado 

Nashville 

St. Louis 

Winnipeg 

Dallas 

Chicago 

Minnesota 


Centrai Division 
GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

11 8 2 1 17 44 30 

11 7 3 1 15 45 34 

12 6 3 3 15 37 3 

12 6 6 0 12 32 37 

13 4 8 1 9 25 36 

8 25 31 
8 26 37 


3 5 2 


Pacific Division 

Edmonton 12 8 3 1 17 37 33 

Vegas 13 8 5 0 16 42 36 

Vancouver 11 7 3 1 15 42 27 

Arizona 11 7 3 1 15 34 24 

Anaheim 13 7 6 0 14 32 31 

Calgary 13 6 5 2 14 36 39 

San Jose 12 4 7 1 9 31 43 

Los Angeles 12 4 8 0 8 31 49 

Note: Two points for a win, one point 
for overtime loss. Top three teams ii 
each division and two wiid cards per 
conference advance to playoffs. 
Sunday’s games 
Florida 6, Edmonton 2 
St. Louis 5, Detroit 4, OT 
Chicago 5, Los Angeies 1 
Ottawa 5, San Jose 2 
Boston 7, N.Y. Rangers 4 
N.Y. islanders 5, Philadelphia 3 
Vegas 5, Anaheim 2 

Monday’s games 
Arizona 3, Buffalo 2, SO 
Vancouver 7, Florida 2 

Tuesday’s games 
Philadelphia at Pittsburgh 
San Jose at Boston 
Calgary at Carolina 
Washington at Toronto 
Edmonton at Detroit 
Tampa Bay at N.Y. Rangers 
Chicago at Nashville 
Minnesota at Dallas 
Winnipeg at Anaheim 

Wednesday’s games 
Tampa Bay at New Jersey 
Edmonton at Columbus 
Minnesota at St. Louis 
Florida at Colorado 
Montreal at Arizona 
Vancouver at Los Angeles 
Thursday’s games 
Calgary at Nashville 
Montreal at Vegas 


Monday 

Canucks 7, Panthers 2 

Florida 1 1 0-2 

Vancouver 5 1 1-7 

First Period—1, Vancouver, Sutter 
3 (Ferland, Leivo), 1:14. 2, Vancouver, 
Schaller 4 (Beagle, Eriksson), 4:25. 3, 
Vancouver, Virtanen 3 (Pearson, Horvat), 
6:18. 4, Florida, Boyle 2 (Hawryluk), 8:09. 
5, Vancouver, Miller 5 (Pettersson, Edler), 
9:35. 6, Vancouver, Leivo 2 (Edler, Fer¬ 
land), 19:06. 

Second Period—7, Florida, Hoffman 6 
(Dadonov, Yandle), 12:58 (pp). 8, Vancou¬ 
ver, Miller 6 (Pettersson, Edler), 19:31. 

Third Period—9, Vancouver, Boeser 4 
(Pettersson), 13:20. 

Shots on Goai-Florida 8-8-15-31. 
Vancouver 15-7-14—36. 

Power-piay opportunities—Florida 1 
of 2; Vancouver 0 of 2. 

Goaiies—Florida, Montembeault 1-1-1 
(30 shots-25 saves), Bobrovsky 4-2-3 (6- 
4). Vancouver, Demko 3-1-0 (31-29). 
A-17,864 (18,910). T-2:20. 


Coyotes 3, Sabres 2 (SO) 

Arizona 110 0-3 

Buffalo 2 0 0 0-2 

Arizona won shootout 1-0 
First Period—1, Buffalo, Eichel 7 

(Skinner, Reinhart), 3:31 (pp). 2, Buffalo, 
Skinner 7 (Johansson, Sobotka), 11:16. 
3, Arizona, Garland 6 (Ekman-Larsson, 
Hayton), 18:50. 

Second Period—4, Arizona, Soderberg 
3 (Goligoski, Garland), 16:32 (pp). 

Shootout—Arizona 1 (Garland NG, 

Schmaltz G), Buffalo 0 (Eichel NG, Rein¬ 
hart NG, Mittelstadt NG). 

Shots on Goai—Arizona 13-15-15-1— 
44. Buffalo 11-9-6-26. 

Power-piay opportunities—Arizona 1 
of 2; Buffalo 1 of 2. 

Goaiies—Arizona, Kuemper 5-3-0 (26 
shots-24 saves). Buffalo, Hutton 6-1-1 
(44-42). 

A-15,358 (19,070). T-2:31. 


Tokyo officials 
feud with IOC over 
marathon switch 


By Stephen Wade 
AND Mari Yamaguchi 
Associated Press 

TOKYO — Tokyo city officials 
are in a public feud with the In¬ 
ternational Olympic Committee 
over IOC plans — made without 
consulting the city or local or¬ 
ganizers — to move next year’s 
Tokyo Olympic marathons 800 
500 miles north to Sapporo to 
avoid the capital city’s summer 
heat. 

The abrupt decision to shift the 
marathons and race walks was 
announced almost two weeks ago 
by the IOC. 

Tokyo Governor Yuriko Koike 
is angry about it. Her allies say 
no change is needed and have 
raised questions about who will 
pay if the move goes 
through, and have not 
ruled out a lawsuit to 
recover damages. 

Taro Shirato and 
Hiroshi Yamada, 
members of Koike’s 
political party in the 
metropolitan legisla¬ 
ture, told a news con¬ 
ference Tuesday that 
moving the marathon 
would cost at least $34 
billion yen, about $310 
million. 

The IOC said it’s 
making the change, 
thinking first of ath¬ 
letes’ safety from 
Tokyo’s blistering 
summer heat. 

Koike’s allies offered a differ¬ 
ent take. Koike is one of Japan’s 
most influential politicians and 
just a few years ago was viewed 
as a potential candidate for prime 
minister. And she’s miffed about 
not being consulted. 

“Although they (IOC) talk 
about so-called athletes first, 
this can only be perceived as IOC 
first,” Shirato said through an 
interpreter. 

“You get the sense that no con¬ 
siderations have been made for 
the athletes,” Shirato added, “or 
the spectators who had already 
bought their tickets and who were 
looking forward to these events, 
or the potential spectators who 
will be cheering on the streets, 
and also to the people involved in 
the operation.” 

Don’t expect the IOC to budge. 
It has inspectors in Tokyo this 
week looking at preparations 
with the Olympics opening in just 
under nine months on July 24. 

IOC member John Coates 
heads the team and is an ally to 
President Thomas Bach. He has 
said repeatedly the IOC does not 
intend to change its plans, and 
has told that to Koike. 

The IOC fears worldwide televi¬ 
sion audiences might see a repeat 
of the recent world track and field 
championships in Doha, Qatar, 
where 28 of 68 starters failed to 
finish the women’s marathon and 
18 of 73 men failed to complete 
the course. 


The races started at midnight 
in Doha with TV showing run¬ 
ners collapsing on the course. The 
scenes apparently shocked IOC 
President Thomas Bach. 

Yamada acknowledged the heat 
posed a risk. He said Tokyo has 
proposed moving the start to 5 
a.m., which is mid-summer sun¬ 
rise in Tokyo. Last week city of¬ 
ficials also floated the idea of a 3 
a.m. start. 

Estimates suggest the tempera¬ 
ture would be about 81 degrees 
Fahrenheit at 5 a.m., and would 
be 78 in Sapporo for a 7 a.m. start. 
The starting temperature in Doha 
for the women’s marathon was 
91. 

Yamada described the starting 
temperatures in Tokyo and Sap¬ 
poro “on a par.” 

“We do recognize 
and understand that 
the heat is a very im¬ 
portant factor, but we 
do not believe that at 
this moment it repre¬ 
sents an overly exces¬ 
sive risk.” 

Tokyo’s soaring 
costs are also a mqjor 
issue. 

A government audit 
report last year said 
Tokyo was spending 
about $25 billion to or¬ 
ganize the Olympics, 
all of which is public 
money except for $5.6 
billion from a private¬ 
ly financed operating 

budget. 

Tokyo said in its bid in 2013 
that the Olympics would cost $7.3 
billion. 

Yamada was asked who would 
pay for the increased costs. 

“In the event this is changed 
to Sapporo, then I believe the 
citizens of Tokyo will not be con¬ 
vinced they need to pay. What I 
can say is that the Tokyo Metro¬ 
politan Government should not be 
the one to pay.” 

Asked if the Tokyo government 
might sue for damages, Yamada 
hedged. 

“That’s very difficult to respond 
to, but I believe in terms of discus¬ 
sions we need to clarify the legal 
context.” 

Tokyo’s organizing committee 
president Toshiro Mori, a former 
Japanese prime minister, seems 
to have sided with the IOC and not 
with Koike. He suggested a few 
days ago that it was a done deal. 

“Can we say no to the plan that 
the IOC and International Associ¬ 
ation of Athletics Federations al¬ 
ready supported?” Mori said. “It’s 
not a question of good or bad, but 
we just have to accept it.” 

He also said cost was a mqjor 
issue in moving the marathon. 

“Our overall cost has become 
a humongous amount, so it would 
cause us pain if the cost is added 
to our bill,” Mori said. “So I men¬ 
tioned that to Mr. Coates, and he 
said he will look into it. We won’t 
be able to pay if it’s a significant 
damage to our finances. I have re¬ 
minded him of that.” 


In the 
event this 
is changed 
to Sapporo, 
then I beiieve 
the citizens of 
Tokyo wiii not 
be convinced 
they need to 
pay.' 

Hiroshi Yamada 

Tokyo official 
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WORLD SERIES 


Game 1 

Game 2 

Game 3 

Tuesday, Oct. 22 

Wednesday, Oct. 23 

Friday 

at Houston 

at Houston 

at Washington 

Nationals 5, 

Nationals 12, 

Astros 4 

Astros 4 

Astros 3 

Nationals 1, 

WP-Scherzer 

WP-Strasburg 

WP-James 

LP-Cole 

LP-Verlander 

LP-Sanchez 


Game 4 

Game 5 

Game 6 

Saturday 

Sunday 

Tuesday 

at Washin^on 

at Washington 

at Houston 

Astros 8 

Astros 7 

AFN-Sports 

Nationals 1, 

Nationals 1, 

1 a.m Wednesday 

WP-Urquidy 

WP-Cole 

GET; 9 a.m. JKT 

LP-Corbin 

LP-Ross 



Game 7 

if necessary 
Wednesday 
at Houston 
AFN-Sports 
1 a.m Thursday GET; 
9 a.m. JKT 


With each pitch, call gets louder for robots 


Balls and strikes called in Game 5 
puts the human umps on hot seat 



Alex Brandon/AP 


The Washington Nationals’ Victor Robles reacts after being called out on strikes during the seventh 
inning of Game 5 of the World Series against the Houston Astros on Sunday in Washington. 


By Ben Walker 
Associated Press 

HOUSTON — From the box 
seats to the far reaches of the 
bleachers, all 40,000 umpires in 
the stands at Nationals Park were 
sure they could tell: Gerrit Cole’s 
fastball to Victor Robles missed 
the strike zone. 

By at least an inch, clearly. 

That’s not how Lance Barks¬ 
dale saw it. He rung up Robles on 
strike three, leaving the Washing¬ 
ton rookie hopping mad, and soon 
the ballpark was filled with angry 
chants at the plate umpire. 

With every pitch at the World 
Series hurtling toward that strike 
zone box superimposed on TV 
screens, the call gets louder and 
louder: Bring on the robot umps! 

“That’s a hot topic,” Houston 
manager AJ Hinch said Mon¬ 
day. “This is a 
big stage to be 
talking about 
hot topics. I 
guess it’s al¬ 
ways possible.” 

“I think it’s 
a little naive 
to think that 
simply letting 
computers gen¬ 
erate strike or 
ball,” he said, 
“it’s incredibly 
naive to think 
that there’s not 
going to be pit- 
falls in that scenario, as well.” 

Shortly before Robles struck 
out, Washington manager Dave 
Martinez was perturbed when a 
pitch by one of his relievers didn’t 
go the Nationals’ way. 

“C’mon, Lance!” he shouted 
from the bench. “It’s the World 


Series! Wake up!” 

Several umpires heard that 
hollering in Iowa. They’d met in 
Des Moines to attend the funeral 
service for one of their own, Eric 
Cooper, who died two weeks after 
working the AL playoffs. 

To remember their friend, they 
went to a favorite spot of Coop’s 
on Sunday night. Game 5 of the 
World Series was on, and soon the 
shop talk turned to the subject of 
robot umps. 

“It did come up. And yes, it’s 
frustrating,” said Dale Scott, who 
umpired in the majors for more 
than 30 years and worked the 
World Series three times. 

“We’re never going to beat tech¬ 
nology,” he said. “But do you want 
a video game or a game played by 
human beings?” 

M^or League Baseball is ex¬ 
ploring the possibilities. The 
Arizona Fall League, made up 
of baseball’s top prospects, used 
computers to call pitches over the 
past month. 

Video quickly circulated of Gi¬ 
ants youngster Jacob Heyward 
getting called out on a pitch that 
nearly bounced, then being eject¬ 
ed by a human ump for arguing. 
But the overall reviews weren’t 
bad. 

“For the most part, I don’t 
think it’s a terrible thing,” Ari¬ 
zona prospect Seth Beer said. 

No doubt there will be plenty 
of discussion about the robots in 
upcoming contract talks between 
umpires and MLB. 

Meantime, what particularly 
peeves umps is that TV box. 

Scott said the actual strike zone 
MLB uses to evaluate umpires 
isn’t the same. Especially on high 
pitches. 


“Ours is much more accurate 
than what you see on TV,” Scott 
said. “Do you notice how the zone 
is the same for Aaron Judge and 
Jose Altuve?” 

“But people take what they see 
on TV as gospel. Then you see a 
92 mph pitch with a lot of move¬ 
ment miss the box by a half-inch 
and the fans go crazy. It’s like, my 
god, what was that guy looking 
at?” 

Also, while the plate is 17 inch¬ 
es wide, the strike zone is three- 
dimensional. A curveball can clip 
the front and almost end up in the 
dirt, or hook down to catch the 
back part of the dish. 

Consider this, too: What is a 


strike? 

As in, suppose the ball shows up 
side-by-side with the outside edge 
of the box, but there’s no overlap. 
Ball or strike? 

“If you’re a catcher, you want 
more pitches. As a hitter, you 
want the strike zone smaller. It’s 
definitely not easy,” Nationals 
catcher Kurt Suzuki said. “You’re 
not going to be perfect. Obviously 
we understand that.” 

“You want the strike zone to 
be consistent. But these guys are 
human,” he said. “It’s part of the 
baseball game. You’ve got to deal 
with it.” 

A day before his Astros took a 
3-2 lead into Game 6 on Tuesday 


night, Hinch saw both sides of the 
debate. 

“I’m always interested in im¬ 
proving the game. I’m interested 
in advancing things that maybe 
we didn’t think 10 years ago that 
were relevant. And now all of a 
sudden that they are,” he said. 

“If we can better the game. 
I’m all for it. And perhaps that’s 
an avenue that we’re going to go 
down some day,” he said. 

If that happens, Hinch had one 
more thought. 

“Be careful what you wish for,” 
he said. 

AP sports writer David Brandt contrib¬ 
uted to this report. 


That’s a 
hot topic. 
This is a 
big stage 
to be 
] taiking 
about hot 
■ topics. ^ 

AJ Hinch 

Astros manager 



Alex Brandon/AP 


Nationals pitcher Max Scherzer speaks during a news conference before Game 5 of 
the World Series. Scherzer was scratched with spasms in his neck and right trapezius. 


Nationals still uncertain on status 
of Scherzer, Suzuki for Game 7 


Associated Press 

HOUSTON — The Washington Nation¬ 
als were still unsure on Tuesday about the 
health of pitcher Max Scherzer and catch¬ 
er Kurt Suzuki heading into Game 6 of the 
World Series against Houston. 

Scherzer was scratched from his Game 
5 start Sunday night because of nerve ir¬ 
ritation near his neck and had a cortisone 
shot. Scherzer won the opener and hopes to 
be able to pitch in a Game 7 if the Nationals 
get that far. 

Houston won three in a row at Washing¬ 
ton to take a 3-2 World Series lead. 

“Hopefully he’s a little bit better,” man¬ 
ager Dave Martinez said on a conference 


call Monday before the Nationals traveled to 
Texas. “My understanding is it takes about 
24 hours for this injection to really work.” 

Stephen Strasburg was scheduled to start 
for the Nationals and Justin Verlander for 
the Astros in Game 6 on Tuesday night. 
Martinez did not want to think yet whether 
Scherzer would be able to throw in a Game 
7 on Wednesday night. 

“There won’t be a Game 7 if we can’t get 
out of Game 6,” he said. 

Suzuki missed the last two games after 
injuring his right hip flexor on Friday. 

“Getting better,” Suzuki said. “Going to 
do some stuff today and we’ll figure out 
more tonight after we get into Houston.” 
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Jets trade Leonard Williams to Giants for picks 


By Dennis Waszak Jr. 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK — The Big Cat is 
joining Big Blue. 

The New York Jets traded de¬ 
fensive lineman Leonard Wil¬ 
liams to the Giants on Monday 
for a third-round draft pick next 
year and a fifth-rounder in 2021, 
according to a person with direct 
knowledge of the deal. 

Williams was the No. 6 overall 
pick by the Jets in 2015 and made 
the Pro Bowl in his second sea¬ 
son, but never lived up to his lofty 
draft status. He has 17 career 
sacks, but none in seven games 
this season for the struggling 
Jets. He actually had one in New 
York’s 29-15 loss at Jacksonville 
on Sunday that was negated by a 
penalty on a teammate. 

The person spoke to The Asso¬ 
ciated Press on condition of ano¬ 
nymity because neither team had 
announced the deal, which is the 
first completed trade since 1983 
between the teams that share 
MetLife Stadium. The Jets sent a 
conditional pick to the Giants in 
’83 for offensive lineman Chris 
Foote, but the trade was nulli¬ 
fied a week later when he was 
waived. 

ESPN first reported the deal 
for Williams on Monday, a day 
before the NFL’s trade deadline 
at 4 p.m. EDT. 

Williams thanked the Jets in an 
Instagram post Monday night and 
said he looked forward to joining 
the Giants. 

“It’s been a pleasure play- 



Phelan M. Ebenhack/AP 


New York Jets defensive end Leonard Williams celebrates after a 
play during the second half of Sunday’s game against the Jaguars. 
The Jets traded Williams to the New York Giants for a third-round 
draft pick next year and a fifth-rounder in 2021. 


ing here over the last few years 
through all the ups and downs 
and will never forget the memo¬ 
ries and experiences shared with 
my teammates and coaches!” 
Williams wrote. “Now moving 
onto the next chapter of my life I 
want to thank the @nygiants for 
giving me the opportunity to con¬ 
tinue my professional career in 
the big apple.” 

The 25-year-old Williams is 
scheduled to become a free agent 
after this season. The fifth-round¬ 
er the Jets are receiving could 
become a fourth-rounder if the 
Giants sign Williams to a contract 
extension — which would appear 
to be a possibility given what the 
Giants gave up despite being 2-6. 
The Jets are also paying $4 mil¬ 
lion of the remaining $6 million 
on Williams’ contract this year. 

He will provide experience on 
the Giants’ defensive line, where 
he’ll work alongside Dexter Law¬ 
rence, Dalvin Tomlinson and B. J. 
Hill. The Giants’ interior line 
has just six sacks, so Williams’ 
presence should help boost those 
numbers. 

Williams also won’t have to 
wait long before facing his former 
team: The Jets host the Giants on 
Nov. 10. 

Giants coach Pat Shurmur was 
on a conference call as the news 
of the deal was breaking, but he 
declined comment. Jets coach 
Adam Gase also declined com¬ 
ment because the deal was not 
yet official. 

With his lion-like mane, Wil¬ 
liams — nicknamed “Big Cat” 


— was one of the most recogniz¬ 
able players on the Jets in his five 
seasons since being drafted out 
of use. He was also productive 
with 240 total tackles, two forced 
fumbles, an interception and four 
passes defensed in 71 games. 

But his lack of sacks was no¬ 
ticeable, despite former coach 
Todd Bowles and Gase and de¬ 
fensive coordinator Gregg Wil¬ 
liams repeatedly saying he often 
did things that didn’t show up on 
stat sheets. He entered the game 
against the Jaguars with a team¬ 
leading 10 quarterback hits. 

Williams’ name had been 
floated in trade rumors in recent 
weeks with the Jets off to a 1-6 
start and it seeming more and 
more unlikely they would re-sign 
him in the offseason. 

“I thought about it, obviously,” 
Williams said after the Jets’ 29- 
15 loss at Jacksonville on Sunday. 
“It’s something that’s being talked 
about, but at the same time I can’t 
let it hinder my play on the field. 
I can’t let it affect anything that 
I can control myself It’s some¬ 
thing that’s out of my control and 
it happens a lot more now in this 
league and you see trades occur 
way more often.” 

It’s the first mqjor trade by Jets 
general manager Joe Douglas, 
who took over for the fired Mike 
Maccagnan in June. It could also 
be just the beginning of another 
rebuilding process for a franchise 
that has gone eight years without 
a postseason appearance, with 
the drought likely to continue this 
season. 


Broncos’ Flacco to miss time with herniated disk 



By Arnie Stapleton 

Associated Press 

ENGLEWOOD, Colo. — Bron¬ 
cos quarterback Joe Flacco has 
a herniated disk in his neck that 
puts his season and possibly his 
career in jeopardy and leaves 
Denver’s dysfunctional offense in 
the hands of a trio of quarterbacks 
who have never taken a regular- 
season snap in the NFL. 

Coach Vic Fangio only ruled 
out Flacco for next weekend, 
when the Broncos (2-6) host the 
Cleveland Browns (2-5), saying, 
“He’ll definitely miss this week. 
Then we’ll evaluate after the bye 
and see where it’s at.” 

Fangio said Flacco was taken 
for an MRI on Monday and 
he wasn’t sure if surgery was 
necessary. 

“They don’t know that yet. I 
think right at this minute, they 
don’t think so,” Fangio said. “But 
those things are fluid.” 

Fangio said injured reserve 
could be a possibility for Flacco, 
who couldn’t turn his neck after 
Denver’s 15-13 loss at Indianapo¬ 
lis on Sunday, after which the vet¬ 
eran QB ripped his coaches for 
conservative play-calling. 

Former Arkansas QB Brandon 
Allen, whom the Broncos claimed 
off waivers from the Rams last 
month, will get his first start Sun¬ 
day since leading the Razorbacks 


past Kansas State 45-23 in the 
Liberty Bowl on Jan. 2, 2016. 

Fangio said he’ll decide this 
week between two rookies as 
Allen’s backup: second-round 
draft pick Drew Lock, who is on 
IR with a right thumb injury, or 
undrafted QB Brett Rypien, who 
is on the practice squad. 

Flacco said he first hurt his 
neck a couple of weeks ago and 
the team’s medical staff worked 
on his neck in between series 
throughout the second half Sun¬ 
day, when he was sacked three 
times after suffering a career- 
high eight sacks the week before. 

Allen becomes the sixth start¬ 
ing QB since Peyton Manning’s 
retirement following Super Bowl 
50. The Broncos are 22-34 since 
then, having churned through 
Trevor Siemian, Paxton Lynch, 
Brock Osweiler, Case Keenum 
and Flacco, whom general man¬ 
ager John Elway insisted was still 
in his prime when he acquired 
him in a trade with Baltimore 
after the Ravens had moved on to 
Lamar Jackson. 

The Broncos restructured 
Flacco’s contract just before the 
season started, converting $17 
million of his $18.5 million sal¬ 
ary in 2019 into a signing bonus 
to gain some financial flexibility 
with the salary cap this season. 

Just last week, the Broncos 
were talking about slow-roll¬ 


ing Lock’s return to practice, 
which would trigger a two-week 
window in which they’d have 
to activate him or have him sit 
out the remainder of the season. 
Lock, a right-hander, sprained 
the thumb on his throwing hand 
in a preseason game against San 
Francisco on Aug. 19 and hasn’t 
practiced since. 

“We want to make sure he’s 
ready before we put him out 


there,” Fangio said. 

The news on Flacco came a 
day after the veteran QB called 
out rookie offensive coordinator 
Rich Scangarello, although not by 
name, for his conservative calls 
down the stretch that led to an¬ 
other last-minute loss. 

The Broncos were clinging to a 
13-12 lead thanks to Adam Vina- 
tieri’s misses on a field goal and 
an extra point. Three times in the 


fourth quarter the Broncos punt¬ 
ed from midfield, the last time 
with 1:55 remaining after Phillip 
Lindsay was stuffed for no gain 
on third-and-5 from the Colts 43. 

“Well, c’mon, I just look at 
it like we’re now a 2-6 football 
team, and we’re like afraid to go 
for it in a two-minute drill, you 
know?” fumed Flacco, adding “it 
just feels like we’re kind of afraid 
to lose a game,” and “Why can’t 
we be aggressive some of these 
situations?” 

Flacco was particularly peeved 
that the Broncos didn’t dial up 
more throws to receiver Court- 
land Sutton, who had three catch¬ 
es for 72 yards and drew five flags 
on cornerback Rock Ya-Sin, three 
for holding and two for pass inter¬ 
ference, while facing man cover¬ 
age all day. 

Fangio dismissed Flacco’s crit¬ 
icism as general frustration over 
another close call, said he wished 
his quarterback would have kept 
his criticisms in-house and de¬ 
clared he was satisfied with Scan- 
garello’s play-calling. 

“Yeah, we’re doing fine there. 
Obviously, there’s sometimes 
where we can call it better with 
the results that happened,” Fan¬ 
gio said. “But I think we can just 
be a little bit more assertive when 
their team was playing us the way 
they were playing us.” 
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Scoreboard 


American Conference 


New England 
Buffalo 
N.Y. Jets 
Miami 

Indianapolis 

Houston 

Jacksonville 

Tennessee 

Baltimore 

Pittsburgh 

Cleveland 

Cincinnati 

Kansas City 
Oakland 
L.A. Chargers 
Denver 


East 

W L T Pet PF PA 

8 0 0 1.000 250 61 
5 2 0 .714 134 122 


714 158 151 
625 212 188 
500 173 163 
500 148 135 

714 214 156 
429 150 145 
286 133 181 
000 124 210 

625 226 181 
429 151 192 
375 157 157 
250 125 151 


National Conference 


Philadelphia 
N.Y. Giants 
Washington 

New Orleans 
Carolina 
Tampa Bay 
Atlanta 

Green Bay 
Minnesota 
Detroit 
Chicago 

San Francisco 
Seattle 

Arizona 


T Pet PF PA 

0 .571 190 124 

0 .500 202 199 

0 .250 158 218 

0 .125 99 195 

th 

0 .875 195 156 

0 .571 179 184 

0 .286 196 212 

0 .125 165 250 

th 

0 .875 215 163 

0 .750 211 132 

1 .500 180 186 

0 .429 128 122 

it 

0 1.000 207 77 
0 .750 208 196 

0 .625 214 174 

1 .438 170 223 


Minnesota 19, Washington 9 
Sunday’s games 
New Orleans 31, Arizona 9 
L.A. Chargers 17, Chicago 16 
Seattle 27, Atlanta 20 
Detroit 31, N.Y. Giants 26 
Philadelphia 31, Buffalo 13 
L.A. Rams 24, Cincinnati 10 
Indianapolis 15, Denver 13 
Jacksonville 29, N.Y. Jets 15 
Tennessee 27, Tampa Bay 23 
San Francisco 51, Carolina 13 
Houston 27, Oakland 24 
New England 27, Cleveland 13 
Green Bay 31, Kansas City 24 
Open: Dallas, Baltimore 
Monday’s game 
Pittsburgh 27, Miami 14 

Thursday, Oct. 31 
San Francisco at Arizona 
Sunday, Nov. 3 

Houston vs Jacksonville at London 
N.Y Jets at Miami 
Washington at Buffalo 
Tennessee at Carolina 
Minnesota at Kansas City 
Chicago at Philadelphia 
Indianapolis at Pittsburgh 
Tampa Bay at Seattle 
Detroit at Oakland 
Green Bay at L.A. Chargers 
Cleveland at Denver 
New England at Baltimore 
Open: L.A. Rams, New Orleans, Atlan¬ 
ta, Cincinnati 

Monday, Nov. 4 
Dallas at N.Y Giants 

Monday 

Steelers 27, Dolphins 14 

Miami 14 0 0 0-14 

Pittsburgh 0 10 7 10-27 

First quarter 

Mia—Wilson 5 pass from R.Fitzpatrick 
(Sanders kick), 10:55. 

Mia—Hums 12 pass from R.Fitzpatrick 
(Sanders kick), 1:34. 

Second quarter 
Pit-FG Boswell 42,2:45. 

Pit—Johnson 45 pass from Rudolph 
(Boswell kick), :17. 

Third quarter 

Pit—Smith-Schuster 26 pass from Ru¬ 
dolph (Boswell kick), 3:16. 

Fourth quarter 

Pit—Conner 9 run (Boswell kick), 
12:01. 

Pit-FG Boswell 41,5:32. 

A-59,244. 

Mia Pit 

First downs 16 21 

Total Net Yards 230 394 

Rushes-yards 19-60 29-158 

Passing 170 236 

Punt Returns 3-35 1-2 

Kickoff Returns 4-83 1-25 

Interceptions Ret. 1-0 2-6 

Comp-Att-Int 21-34-2 20-36-1 

Sacked-Yards Lost 4-20 2-15 

Punts 2-46.5 3-46.7 

Fumbles-Lost 3-2 1-0 

Penalties-Yards 5-45 9-70 

Time of Possession 24:42 35:18 

iNDiViDUAL STATISTICS 
RUSHING-Miami, M.Walton 11-35, 

R.Fitzpatrick5-17, Ballage3-8. Pittsburgh, 
Conner 23-145, Snell 5-13, Tr.Edmunds 1- 
0 . 

PASSING-Miami, R.Fitzpatrick 21-34- 

2- 190. Pittsburgh, Rudolph 20-36-1-251. 
RECEIVING-Miami, D.Parker 6-59, 

P.Williams 4-42, M.Walton 3-19, Grant 2- 
32, Gesicki 2-10, Hums 1-12, Ballage 1-11, 
Wilson 1-5, Deiter 1-0. Pittsburgh, Smith- 
Schuster 5-103, Johnson 5-84, McDonald 

3- 19, Conner 3-5, Nix 2-4, Washington 1- 
21, Vannett 1-15. 

MISSED FIELD GOALS-Pittsburgh, Bo¬ 
swell 54. 



Keith Srakocic/AP 


Steelers outside linebacker TJ. Watt, left, sacks Miami Dolphins quarterback Ryan Fitzpatrick and knocks the ball loose during the second 
half of Monday's game in Pittsburgh. After a slow start, the Steelers rallied from 14 points down to win 27-14. 


Steelers rally past Dolphins 


Pittsburgh overcomes poor 
start to keep Miami winless 


By Will Graves 

Associated Press 

PITTSBURGH — Mason Ru¬ 
dolph heard the boos. They were 
impossible to miss as the minutes 
passed, the mistakes piled up and 
the Pittsburgh Steelers found 
themselves down two scores on 
Monday night to arguably the 
worst team in the NFL. 

Turnovers. Dropped passes. 
Penalties. Missed opportunities. 
For the better part of 30 minutes, 
it was hard to tell if the Steelers 
or the Miami Dolphins were the 
team in the midst of a massive 
rebuild. 

“I would have booed that per¬ 
formance, too,” Rudolph said. 
“Coming out slow and it’s the 
Pittsburgh Steelers. There’s a 
standard here and we weren’t 
meeting it at the time.” 

Eventually, however, Rudolph 
found his footing. Eventually, the 
Dolphins morphed back into the 
team playing for a shot at the top 
pick in the draft. And eventually 
the Steelers avoided an embar¬ 
rassing loss that would have ef¬ 
fectively ended the competitive 
portion of their season by rally¬ 
ing for a 27-14 victory. 

Rudolph threw for 251 yards 


and two touchdowns in his first 
start after getting knocked un¬ 
conscious earlier this month 
against Baltimore, and James 
Conner added 145 yards and 
a touchdown on the ground as 
Pittsburgh (3-4) won consecutive 
games for the first time since rip¬ 
ping off six straight in the middle 
of last season. 

“You dig a bit of a hole there in 
the first half and I was proud of 
the way we responded,” Rudolph 
said. 

Rudolph stressed he wasn’t 
worried about the long-term ef¬ 
fects of a frightening concussion 
he suffered against Baltimore 
on Oct. 6, when he was knocked 
cold on a helmet-to-helmet hit 
by Ravens safety Earl Thomas. 
Still, he looked shaky at best dur¬ 
ing an ugly opening quarter that 
saw the Dolphins grab their first 
two-touchdown lead over any op¬ 
ponent in more than a year. 

Pittsburgh’s first possession 
ended with Rudolph throwing a 
pick to Xavien Howard — back 
in the lineup after missing two 
games with a knee injury — and 
its second ended with Rudolph 
misfiring badly on fourth down. 
Yet he remained upbeat amid 
the growing pains and eventu¬ 
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Steelers quarterback Mason Rudolph, getting his first start since 
suffering a concussion against Baltimore on Oct. 6, completed 20 of 
36 passes for 251 yards and two touchdowns. 


ally things started to click. Ru¬ 
dolph completed 20 of 36 passes, 
including a 45-yard touchdown 
to rookie Diontae Johnson late in 
the second quarter and a 26-yard 
strike to JuJu Smith-Schuster 
in the third quarter that put the 
Steelers firmly in control. 

“We needed to get him going 
early on because all it takes is that 
one big play for him,” Pittsburgh 
wide receiver James Washington 
said. “His mind is going. He’s got 
that adrenaline going and (once) 
we started moving the ball down 
the field running and passing, we 
were on.” 

And the Dolphins (0-7) were 
not. 


Ryan Fitzpatrick passed for 
190 yards with two touchdowns 
and two picks, both to Steel¬ 
ers safety Minkah Fitzpatrick, 
who orchestrated a trade from 
Miami to Pittsburgh last month. 
But a rare hot start couldn’t pre¬ 
vent Miami from staying winless 
through seven games for the first 
time since 2011. The Dolphins 
have dropped 10 straight dating 
to last season. 

“We just have to continue to 
keep fighting,” Ryan Fitzpatrick 
said. “That’s just kind of the place 
that we’re at right now. Just con¬ 
tinue to keep fighting, continue to 
keep going to practice and trying 
to get better every single day.” 


















Stars and Stripes Wednesday,October30,2019 USSSJMlligBf 



LOS ANGELES 

D wight Howard swatted the shot 
into the stands and playfully 
wagged his index finger, his fa¬ 
mous smile visible to the back of 
the lower bowl at Staples Center. 

And not for the first time Sunday night, 
thousands of Lakers fans rose from their 
seats and cheered for the single most re¬ 
viled basketball 


player in Los Ange¬ 
les for the past six 
years. 

Hollywood loves 
a comeback story, 
but this big man’s 
redemption arc is 
almost too unbeliev¬ 
able for LA. 

Six years after 
Howard spent one 
tumultuous season 
with the Lakers and 
then spurned them 
in free agency, his 
unlikely return to 
the team this year 
has begun with an 
even more improb- 
Lakers center able development. 

Howard is playing 
superbly, and Lakers fans have already em¬ 
braced him again after just three games. 

Howard made an enormous impact off 
the bench in Sunday’s win over the Char¬ 
lotte Hornets, scoring 16 points on 8-for-8 
shooting and grabbing 10 rebounds with 
four blocked shots in just 23 minutes. 

And the way he did it — hustling, grind¬ 
ing and playing stellar defense — was wild¬ 
ly appreciated by Lakers fans who largely 


I think 
myself and 
the fans, 
weVe been 
through a 
lot together. 
But just 
to be back 
here means 
a lot, so I’m 
Just taking 
it all in. ^ 

Dwight Howard 


Lakers’ Howard goes 
from loathed to loved 


By Greg Beacham 
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